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General Introduction:

Unlike most other sections of the 0”a»7, which deal with nmx» which are related to
action (such as mw> ,naw,etc.), ¥ 700 deals with nmxn which are fulfilled by having
proper thoughts and character traits (such as 27w nanx ,’n nx~ )’ nanx, etc.). The n2o7
in this 190 are therefore less detail oriented and more focused on fundamental ideas in
Judaism.

Many of the concepts discussed, especially those in the first few o’po, are extremely
difficult to grasp. The 0”2»1 himself describes them as such. Don’t get stuck on trying to
fully understand each idea. The goal of the 1711 is to give you a general picture of the
topics discussed.
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Chapter 1:

Chapter Summary:

This o discusses the positive nmx» of ‘7 ny>71 - “knowing” Hashem and ‘7 mnx -
unifying Hashem, as well as the mo°x against denying Hashem. This pa9 also discusses
connected theological and philosophical ideas. (For example - why it is logically
necessary to say that Hashem is one? Why it is logically necessary to conclude that
Hashem doesn’t have a body? How can the 7710 use physical terminology to describe
Hashem?)

Guiding Questions:

What is the mnann 7y mmosn no?

What does the fact that the globe is constantly revolving prove?

Why is it logically necessary to say that Hashem is one?

Write the 3 0’105 which describe Hashem or his actions in physical terms. Which
concept do they seemingly contradict?

How does the 0”am resolve that contradiction?

How does the 0”2»1 explain 7wn’s request of 77125 X1 %877 ?
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Chapter 2:

Chapter Summary:

This P9 explains the way to achieve nanx and ‘7 nk. The 75 then describes the spiritual
creations.

Key Terms/References:

The word “amn-matter” in this chapter can be loosely translated as the physical aspect
of something, or its body. The word “7113¢- form” can be loosely translated as the
spiritual aspect, or the soul.

Guiding Questions:

1. How does the 0”an" tell us to achieve nanx and 7 nx7?

2. What general topic does the o”an7 explain until the end of the p75? How is it
related to the nen we are discussing?

3. Write down at least 3 characteristics of a &% as described by the 0”27 in M35
m-a.

4. Which concept does the 2”2»1 describe as 272 891 wnwH 182 K71 19IR? 792 10 PR
112 %Y 1°onh oTRA?

5. Which concepts are called 7237 nwyn? How and to whom should these concepts
be taught?

6. Write down 2 of the o’p105 brought in 2™ 713%7 which refer to the mysterious
nature of these ideas.



Chapter 3:

Chapter Summary:

This P9 continues the description of how the world works. While the last 9 discussed
the spiritual realms, this 775 describes the physical universe. It discusses the planets,
constellations, and the four elements.

Guiding Questions:

1. Draw a diagram of the 9 spheres. Place each planet, the moon, and the mazalos in
their positions in the diagram.

2. Place the earth in its proper position in the diagram.

Place the four elements in their proper positions in the diagram.

4. What is the smallest planet? What is the largest star? How much bigger is that

largest star than the earth?

Which of these entities are conscious beings?

6. What do these conscious beings do with their time and knowledge?
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Chapter 4:

Chapter Summary:

This P92 continues the description of how the world works. It discusses the
characteristics of the four elements and how they interact to form different creations.
The 779 ends off by explaining why it is important to learn the ideas discussed in these
chapters, as well as the proper way these ideas should be taught.

Guiding Questions:

=

Why does the poo say 2wn 9y Hx1?

Which group of o°ox% are in charge of giving each creation its proper
form?

What is the difference between a 7x1n and a 77x?

What is n°wx"2 nwyn?

What is the 0715? What must one learn before “strolling into it?”

What is the difference between the way n"wx12 nwyn and 7257 nwyn must
be taught?
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Chapter 5:

Chapter Summary:

This P discusses when a Jew is required to give up his life 7 v p v, and, in contrast,
cases where he is required to save his life instead. The end of the 79 lists everyday
behaviors which cause either a 7 w1 p’ or a 17191 although they do not involve literally
sacrificing a life.

Guiding Questions:

1. In which 2 cases are you obligated to give up your life ‘7 w1p %v even for a minor
mxn?

What do we learn from the phrase 127 nwyn 8% 7wio?

What do we learn from the phrase 77187 9521 qwo1 9521 7227 952 7% ' NR N2ARI?
Can you kill one person to save another? Are there any exceptions?

Give an example of a substance you are not allowed to use as a medication unless
there is danger to life.

Give an example of a behavior (other than actually sacrificing one’s life) which
causes a ‘71 wv1Tp.
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Chapter 6:

Chapter Summary:
This 7o lists the mo%1 related to to the 110k of erasing a name of Hashem.
Key Terms/References:
When the 2”am1 says not sacred” - “>1n“ in this chapter, he means that a words which
normally refer to Hashem - such as >-17% or o->19x - are NOT referring to Hashem, but
have another, mundane meaning. For example, *17% would mean “my master”.
Guiding Questions:

1. What are the 7 holy names of Hashem?

2. Which letters connected to Hashem’s name cannot be erased?
3. Can descriptions of Hashem (such as 83,2173 ,71n ,0177 ete.) be erased?



4. What should a person do if they need to go to the mp» and Hashem’s name is
written on their skin? Explain why.

5. Which is done to a 7110 790 written by a non-Jew? What about a 710 7950 written
by a Jewish heretic?

6. Give an example of a passage in the 77 n where the name is not sacred.

Chapter 7:

Chapter Summary:

This p1o discusses the mxn of obeying a x°21. It describes how someone can achieve X123,
what that experience is like, and how other people can verify whether someone is a x°21.
It also contrasts the %121 of most o°x*21 with the X121 of 120 fwn.

Guiding Questions:

What are three characteristics of a man who can become a x°21?

Why do the body and senses of a &°21 become weak when he gets mx121?

Who are the o°x°2177 °12?

Why would the o°x°217 °12 play music?

What are two differences between the 78121 of 1131 nwn and that of other ox°21?
How do we know if someone claiming to be a x°21is legitimate?
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Chapters 8-9:

Chapter Summary:

v-11 2’770 go into further detail how and why a %11 can be verified. They explain the basis
for believing in o°&°21, what o°x>21 are allowed to tell the jewish people to do, and how a
X>21 can be disproven.

Guiding Questions:

1. What is the problem with believing in 7w» because of the many miracles he
performed?

2. Why do we believe in nwn?

3. Why do we believe in other o°x°21 because of wonders they perform?



(Seemingly, that would suffer from the same problem as believing in nw» because
of the miracles he performed!)
4. Give three instances where a x°21 (or someone claiming to be a x°21) is punished
with the death penalty.
5. When can a 21 nullify a myn? Which famous %21 did that and why?
6. Which mxn is the exception to the rule in question #5?

Chapter 10:

Chapter Summary:
In this 79, the 0”2n1 describes how we can test a x°21 and know that he is legitimate.
Guiding Questions:

1. What is the true test of a x°21?

What is the difference between the prediction of a x°21 and the predictions of
sorcerers?

Which prophecies that a &°21 says DON’T have to come true?

Why don’t they have to come true?

Give an example of a nx121 which didn’t come true for that reason

In which case do we accept a x*21 immediately, without testing him further? Bring
an example.
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Chapter 1:

Chapter Summary:

This p75 describes various character traits and advises following the “middle path” of all
of them. It also discusses how to change one’s character.

Guiding Questions:

1. Which path does the 0”an call the 77w°n 777? Give an example.
2. What is a person who follows the 77w°i7 717 called?
3. Which type of person is called a 7on?
4. How do 2”m explain the mxn of 175172 n37m?
5. How can a person train themselves so the proper character traits become part of
his personality?
6. What is the ‘7 7717?
Chapter 2:
Chapter Summary:

This 1o describes the way to refine negative traits in further detail. Although the
previous P19 advised following the “middle path”, in this 775 the 0”an1 says that there are
certain situations where a person should take an extreme path.

Guiding Questions:

How are the 71 *9 1 similar to the wo1 >517?

Who are the “doctors” for the wo1 *21n?

What is the “cure”?

Which qualities should not be adopted, even in moderation?
Which qualities must be taken to the extreme?

Give an example of a quality which must be adopted in moderation.
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Chapter 3:



Chapter Summary:

In this 9, the 0”an1 emphasizes not excessively separating oneself from worldly
matters, while also not being overly indulgent. The “middle path” needs to be taken here
as well.

Guiding Questions:

1. Who is the phrase “wo37 5y ®vn 2wxn v7v 992” talking about?

2. What does it teach us?

3. Explain the phrases “cnw aw? vi° 7wyn 9517 and “inv7 79377 252” according to the
a”ann.

Chapter 4:

Chapter Summary:
This po lists guidelines for leading a healthy lifestyle.
Guiding Questions:

1. Why does the o”an1 discuss health advice in this chapter? How is it relevant to

maon?

List 3 pieces of advice the 0”27 give regarding the proper way to eat a meal.

List 3 pieces of advice regarding how to sleep.

List 10 foods which are harmful.

How does the 0”2n1 suggest relieving constipation in older people?

What piece of health advice does the 0”27 learn from the phrase “ w9 1 1w
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7. The 0”am1 promises that everyone who follows his advice will be healthy. Which
people does he say are the exception to that rule?

8. What amenities does a town need to have in order for a 051 71%n to be allowed to
live there?
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Chapter 5:

Chapter Summary:



This P9 discusses the proper way a 0on 727n should act.
Guiding Questions:

Give three descriptions of how a 0on should eat a meal

Which poo describes the proper way of eating?

List three rules about how a oon1 should speak.

Which proper behaviors does the o”an7 learn from the phrase “9217 2207w 7772 o0
920 RITW MXY HY 937 ¥I7IM RIT RIT 200 737 0AR) 0m 12772

What does the 0”27 learn from the phrase “...19%1 X71 095 Y1 WK woRn N”?

List three rules about how a 0on1 should act in business dealings.
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Chapter 6:
Chapter Summary:

This p1o discusses the importance of a person being in a proper social environment. It
also discusses the mxn of P& w> nanx.

Guiding Questions:

1. Why should a person make sure to keep away from wicked people? Which p109
teaches us that idea?

2. How can we fulfill the mx» of p27n 121 - cleaving to Hashem?

3. What does the 2”an1 tell us to do in order to fulfill the 737 of 75 7v1% nanx?

4. What does the 0”ann learn from the story of o1>wax and panx?

5. What should you be careful about when you rebuke someone?

6. How long do you have to persist in rebuking them?

7. ANPYE YAWR VAW OR pYYe pYY X %o - which mxn is connected pi0o?

Chapter 7:

Chapter Summary:
This p19 discusses the o 0°x of anp1 v wH ,mMm» o1 and 7vl.

Key Terms/References:



In & 7597, the 0”ann refers to the story of ax17 .ax17 was the man who told ?xw that 717 had
stayed with 772 nx. As a result of ax17 spreading that piece of gossip, 2w ordered 772°mx
and 80 other o°3m> in his city killed. (For more details, check out the story in P79 ,x Hxvw
23-82)

Guiding Questions:

What is the difference between m17°51 and ¥y Pws?

What is considered v 17w9 pax?

What is saying v17 7w as a joke compared to?

What is the difference between nnp1 and 77°01?

Write two 0’100 brought in the 2”an1 about the negative effects of ¥y pw®
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Chapter 1:

Chapter Summary:
This P9 discusses who is obligated in learning 7710, and how 770 should be learned.

Key Terms/References:

In 1 71577, the 0”ann says that it is forbidden for a teacher to take payment for teaching

7o %yaw 77 n. Today, teachers of 710 are paid. The halachic justification is that if the
teacher wouldn’t be teaching, they would be working at another paid job. The teacher is
compensated for forgoing a paid job.

In »™ 79%7, the 0”an0 discusses the obligation of women with regard to learning 7n. The
Rebbe very much encouraged women to learn all aspects of 7110 at a high level. To learn
more about the Rebbe’s approach and understand how that fits with the n13%77 presented
here, see 77 pon MW "vIP°%, page 37; I7wn MW 190, page 455; 12 Pon mimw "uph, page 86.

Guiding Questions:
1. Who is a man required to teach 7710 to?

2. Which of those people take precedence?
3. At what age does the mx» of 770 770 begin? When does the mxn end?



4. Can a teacher of 7710 accept payment?

5. Which section of 7711n is called x723? How much time should one spend
learning it?

6. When and why does the rule “m>sn 7% 12°82 770 102 N %00 937 apply?

Chapter 2:

Chapter Summary:

This P9 discusses the importance of children learning 770 and the proper way children
should be taught. (Today, children don’t learn based on the intense schedule outlined in
these mo%1. However, this was the schedule followed in ancient times.)

Guiding Questions:
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According to the first 7597, what sustains the world?

At what age should a child be brought to study? What is the study schedule?
Who falls under the category of 711 i1 noxon aww MR?

What is the proper teacher/student ratio?

Can a child be transferred from one school to another?

What do we learn from the 109 of 278> 770 9730 )73 wnd yon 'n?

Chapter 3:

Chapter Summary:

This 775 discusses the lofty level of 710, and the way to gain the “crown of 711n”.

Guiding Questions:

SARANE I

Which crown is the highest of the “three crowns”? Which 705 teaches us that?
What does the 109 of “oo1v19n %077 772 “ teach us?

Which takes precedence, 7710 learning or mx» performance? Why?

What do we learn from the 105 of “X°77 2°% 22vn 891 X077 nwa RS7?

Why is 770 compared to water?

List three of the behaviors the 0”an7 mentioned with regard to the proper way to
learn nmn.



Chapter 4:

Chapter Summary:

This 775 describes the protocol of how 770 should be taught. (Today, we clearly don’t
follow the strict structure outlined in these n2%1, however this was the way 7710 was
taught in ancient times.)

Key Terms/References:

The oxnn mentioned in 3 7577 was a type of assistant teacher often used by the o°xin and
o°x1mR. There are different opinions about what the exact function of the ox1n» was. One
opinion is that the o3 would translate the teachers words from Hebrew into Aramaic,
the local language. Another opinion is that the ox1n» was a “human microphone” - the
teacher would speak in a low voice and the ox1n» would say the words loud enough for
everyone to hear. Having a 0xn» was also an expression of honor for the teacher.

Guiding Questions:

1. Which 779%77is learned from the 105 of “1125 9°02% 1011 39 7R3 m2 128 Mx0”?

2. Describe the traditional seating arrangements and teaching methods in an
ancient w17» n2.
3. Explain the statement “ 729 1797 XY 107 w20 PR”
4. What were the oonon referring to when they said o°7n%n2 77 p1ar ?
5. What is the proper etiquette when asking a teacher a question?
6. Which is more holy - a 9w or a w2 n»a?
Chapter 5:
Chapter Summary:

This 775 describes the respect a student should have for his teacher.
Guiding Questions:

1. Which maon reflect the idea that a person should honor their teacher more than
their father?

2. When is a student allowed to say a 7257 poo?

3. Who does the 109 of 79°971 2°9%1 021 °> refer to?



4. Give three examples of how a student should respect their teacher.

To which type of teacher do these high standards of respect apply?

6. Which wn does the 0”an1 bring to explain the 5”1 aaxn of *maan *nm? anon 1277
g2157% TN TNoNM M M ?
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Chapter 6:

Chapter Summary:

This 775 discusses the men of 1p1 °19 77 - respecting the elderly, and the various degrees
of respect one would have for different leaders of the community. It also details the
consequences for disgracing a oon 7non.

Guiding Questions:

What does the word 371 mean? Who does it refer to?

Why does the 770 add the words p2x&n &7 after the mxn of 3p7 °10 N7 7m?

Why would o°no1 >7n%n take the long route and walk around the city?

What is the protocol when one sees the x'w1outside? How about a regular 7n%n
oon?

Why should a student who is in front of his teacher all day only stand up twice?
Who is included in the mx» of o3pn n2ow "190?

7. Give 3 other examples of how respect is shown to oam *71%n.
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Chapter 7:

Chapter Summary:

This 775 details the n1597 of putting a person in o7n: when and how they should be put in
071, how to behave toward someone in o717, and how a person can be released from o1n.

Guiding Questions:

1. What is learned from the 109 of 7%°% 9nv 8°21 03 YW1 ovn nHwo?

2. How and by whom can a »17°1 or a o7n issued? How and by whom can they be
lifted?

3. What is the difference between a »17°1 and a o n?

4. What happens if a person dreams they were placed under »71?

5. What can we learn from the 05 of 72% 300 R 17270 WK 277277 93 0a?



6. What is the exception to the rule learned from that p105?
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Chapter 1:

Chapter Summary:

This P describes the historical causes and rationales for idol worship. It also describes
how 712K, despite growing up in a world steeped in idolatry, found Hashem and passed
that belief on to his children.

Guiding Questions:

When did people start serving i1 7712v?

What was their initial mistake?

Why did people start bowing to man made objects?

What was the line of questioning o712x thought of that led to his discovery of
Hashem?

What was the role of »7 vaw?

6. Why did Hashem send nwn to take us out of o3» when he did?
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Chapter 2:

Chapter Summary:

This o discusses the o Mo°x against serving 771 172y, learning about 797 772y, and a 77
(someone who curses Hashem).

Guiding Questions:

1. Which behaviors do the o’p09 of 2°2°%x:77 % 150 9% and o7°7%%2 w17n 191 prohibit?

2. Which thoughts does the 105 of 217 onX WX 03227y *IIRY 03227 "R 1NN RN
prohibit? Why are they forbidden?

3. Prove that 771 172y is equivalent to breaking all of the nmxn.

4. Which po»o teaches us the punishment of someone who serves 771 77129°?

5. Which people qualify as a q7n?



6. Why do the judges rip their clothes when the witnesses repeat the curse? Why do
the judges and the witnesses place their hands on the head of the 773?

Chapter 3:

Chapter Summary:

This p7o discusses when a person is liable for punishment when serving 71 7712y, the
m>Y1 of manufacturing an idol, and the mox against making pictures and images.

Key Terms/References:

It is important to note the difference between the word > - exempt and the word
- allowed. When the 0”an1 says an action is 1o, he means that the person does not get a
punishment. However, the action is still forbidden.

Guiding Questions:

Why does the 17 n°2 need to know the different ways idols are worshipped?
Which four acts of worship are always punishable by n1> or death?

Which type of person is not liable for serving 771 7712v°?

Which ordinary behaviors should you refrain from because it might seem like
T Amav?

Which two m7ay are transgressed if a person makes themselves an idol?

What is the difference between the "o°x against making images of human beings
and the mo°x of making images of the sun, moon or stars?
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Chapter 4:

Chapter Summary:

This p75 discusses the laws of an nn717 7 - a city where the majority of the population is
led to serve a7 M2y,

Guiding Questions:

1. What are the criteria for the population size of an nn737 2°v? Bring a 105 to prove
it.



2. How and by whom does the city need to be led to sin in order to be considered an
nn7an °y? Bring a 7o to prove it.

3. Which cities can never be considered an nn7in 2v?

4. What does the 17 n°2 do when a city is declared an nn717 w?

5. What happens if a person from outside the nn717 7y has property inside the city?
What about if he owns property in partnership with someone else?

6. What happens to 7m11n, objects dedicated to the wipnn n°a and oo which are
found in the nn737 7°w?

Chapter 5:

Chapter Summary:

This o discusses the M%7 of a noon and a n>7 (people who entice other Jews to serve
797 A72Y), a pw R°21, and causing a non-Jew to swear by an idol.

Guiding Questions:

What is the difference between a n°on and a m>n?

What does the 0”211 mean by the words “1% 11572 mxn”?

List the five things a now cannot do for a n"on, along with the source o°p10s.
What is included in the mo°x of “ X177 82237 °727 PR vinwn X57?

Which people are called a 2pw x°21? What is their punishment?

Which actions violate the 110°x of “17°510 X2 o™nx 2°7% DW1”?

SANCANE SR A

Chapter 6:

Chapter Summary:

This P discusses the 110°r against various types of witchceraft, the 11o°x against offering
children to 791, and various other practices which are mox because they resemble the
way 771 772y is served.

Guiding Questions:

1. Describe the actions of 23 and *1737°. Why were they forbidden?
2. Describe the ritual of 777. What is the punishment?



3. Which exception to the punishment is learned from the words “72117% jn1 19-m 5”2
What are other exceptions?

4. What is the maxn referred to in “naxn 9% o°pn ¥91”? Why is it forbidden?

Why was there a 3711 to place mats or straw over stone floors in shuls?

6. Which 1977 do we learn from the word “ 7a5x 57 mam 3R vy %2 7WwK 2 yon 897?
What is the reason for the 7o%7?
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Chapter 7:

Chapter Summary:

This P9 discusses the mo°x against benefiting from 771 772y and connected objects. It
details the difference in status between 771 7712 owned by a Jew and 777 7712y owned by
anon-Jew.

Key Terms/References:

The 117 mentioned in 117997 refers to an image of a man with fins and scales. It was a
common pagan symbol in ancient times.

Guiding Questions:

1. What is included in the mxn of “mmipnia %3 Nk N7a8n 728”2 What is the difference
between 7xw” yox and the diaspora?

2. What is the punishment for benefitting from idols or their accessories? When
does the 110°x begin?

3. Are you allowed to benefit from the payment for making an idol? Why or why
not?

4. Can you benefit from a statue found in a city center or a statue found in a dump?
Why or why not?

5. What happens if an object forbidden because of 771 7712y is mixed with a pile of
regular objects?

6. What is the 175717 if you bake bread using wood from an 77wx? How is that
different from a case where a person plants vegetables in the shade of an 7 wx?

Chapter 8:

Chapter Summary:



This P9 discusses which objects become mox to benefit from because of their
connection to 777 772y and which do not. It also discusses how an 777 772y can be
“nullified” - a process where a non-Jew renounces his belief in the idol, thereby
nullifying its connection to idol worship.

Guiding Questions:

1. Can one benefit from rocks which slid down a mountain, if they are designated by
people to be worshipped as 771 772v? Why or why not?

How can a living animal become 110x?

How should 771 772y be destroyed?

What is the 1277 if a building or a stone was adorned for an idol?

Who can nullify an idol? Which type of idol can be nullfied?

How can it be nullified?
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Chapter 9:

Chapter Summary:
This p1o discusses the business restrictions between Jews and idol-worshippers.
Key Terms/References:

In n 7097 the 0”ann states that it is 10X to sell weapons to idolaters. To understand this,
as well as the seemingly harsh restrictions on idol worshippers in the next s, it’s
important to realize the nature of idolaters in those times. They were very antagonistic
and often dangerous to the Jews.

Guiding Questions:

1. On which days are there business restrictions between a Jew and a non-Jew?
Why?

Can a Jew receive a present from a non-Jew on those days?

Which 3 categories of items can never be sold to someone who serves 777 7712v?
What are the n15971 relevant to a city which has an idol in the center?

What are the n1377 regarding trading with idol worshippers at a fair? Explain the
reasons behind the n3%x.
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6. What are the mo%1 regarding trading with a Jew on the way to and from a place of
idol worship? What about on the way back from a fair?

Chapter 10:

Chapter Summary:
This P discusses more n>%1 governing relations with idol worshippers.

Key Terms/References:

In & 7597 the 0”2n7 makes sharp statements about Jewish o070 It is important to
note that the 0”am1 is referring to Jews who are fully knowledgeable of 7710 and
deliberately and publicly disregard it out of spite for Hashem. (For a more complete
definition of an oMp oK, see m2wn N1397.) The 0”an0 is not referring to Jews who sin out of
habit, temptation or ignorance. We would be hard-pressed to find an o0117°5% in modern
times.

The area of “Syria” mentioned in this 7o refers to land adjacent to & w> yox which at
one time was under Jewish control. This area has an “in-between” status. In some
respects it is like 2% v - for example, 770 and 2wy» must be taken from the fields
there. On the other hand, it doesn't have the same sanctity as x> yax proper.

Guiding Questions:

What is the prohibition of “n>12 on% 1750 X772

What are four actions included under the 10°x of ninn x5?

What are the exceptions to the above mox?

What are the n15977 regarding renting land and fields to idolaters? Why are the
o7 with regard to fields stricter?

Which things should Jews do 017w »191?

What is the difference between the 71577 when 58w vR is under Jewish control
and when it is not?

B wh

A

Chapter 11:

Chapter Summary:



This p75 discusses the mo°x of *171 npna 1970 &Y - following non-Jewish customs and
practices.

Guiding Questions:
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What are three actions a Jew should not do because of “o>»7 npna 1250 85”?
What is the exception to that rule?

What is the difference between a wnin, a ooy and a mwn ?

What could be halachically problematic about saying o°71n for a sick person?
Why are we allowed to?

Who is a o>n°ni nk wn7?

According to the 0”2m1, why are all of these forms of magic prohibited?

Chapter 12:

Chapter Summary:

This P9 discusses the ook of shaving a beard, cutting nmixs, tattoos, and gouging the

skin.

Guiding Questions:
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What is the reason for all of these o 10°x?

How do we know that women can cut the corners of their head?
Women are obligated in all nwyn X% nnen except for:

Can a man shave his moustache?

Why can’t a man shave other body hair?

What is the second meaning of the mo°x of “y773nn X77?

TN N9

Chapter 1:

Chapter Summary:
This p7o discusses the greatness of 72wn, the basic components of 723wn, and how
different categories m1°2y can be atoned for.



Guiding Questions:

S AN S

Which »o» teaches us the mxn of »n7n?

What are the essential components of »1711?

What was the function of the 71xy?

What does the 0”21 learn from the phrase “\wwan 121w 012 72 Hws* 82 ywaa nywa”?
Which may are referred to by the oo of “ 03°%v 293 717 012 °5”? Why?

Which m17vay are referred to in the 109 of “03% 7177 11w 9912° X "3 MIRAX 775211k 7730
1nnn 7v”’? Why?

Chapter 2:

Chapter Summary:

This o discusses the idea of “77ma 72wn” - a complete, or ideal n2wn. It also details the
best time and method for doing 72wn.

Guiding Questions:

1. What is 77 nawn?
2. Which action is compared to immersing in a mp»n while holding an impure carcass
(Y72 7w 520)?
3. List 7 recommended behaviors for a 72wn Sva.
4. How are the ten days of 721wn and davening with a s similar?
5. What is learned from the phrase “7an >731 *nRum I8 "% *ywo *37?
6. What do we learn from the story of the o°11y23?
Chapter 3:
Chapter Summary:

This 715 describes how a person is judged. It also discusses which people merit X277 o7w.

Guiding Questions:

1.
2.

3.

Define a °111°2 according to the 0”an1. How is a °111°2 judged on mwn wxa?
What does the phrase “ 211 92712 ®¥»1 19" teach us?
What is the reason for blowing the 127w? What is the m1 in blowing it?



4. What does the mo» of “07w 70° p>78” teach us?

5. What is the difference between how an individual’s sins are counted and how a
community’s sins are counted? Which o°p100 teach us this?

6. Define the terms 1» and 112°¢ *>771 we. Can these people get 837 o91w?

7. Do non-Jews go to X271 27w?

Chapter 4:

Chapter Summary:
This po lists may which are “72wni nx 125v1” - hold back 72wn, and explains why these
may have such a damaging effect.

Guiding Questions:

1-5. The 0”am lists five categories of m71°2y which are “721wni X Pasyn”. Write down
those five actegories, and give one example from each one.
6. What does n2wn nmwy? 1722 Ppooon 1R really mean according to the last 75972

Chapter 5:

Chapter Summary:

This 7o presents the concept that all human beings have n*wsan 7°na - free choice. It also
discusses philosophical questions related to this topic.

Guiding Questions.

1. What does the 770 mean when its says that “y1 210 nvT5 12mn 080 777 0787 777 after
Ny v Xun?

2. Why is the principle of n°won 77°na discussed in 72wn maoa?

3. Prove that people have n*won 772 based on o°p09 in 7.

4. Prove that logically, 7730 must be based on the principle that people have 7+°na
nowon .

5. Which contradiction is raised by the »05 of “ yax21 onwa nwy 7 yon 2wk 95”? How is
the contradiction resolved?

6. How does the 0”an1 resolve the question of how Hashem can know the future and
allow for nwoan 7°na?



Chapter 6:

Chapter Summary:

This P9 explains why certain o°p10o seem to indicate that people do not have nwan nna.
(Such as Hashem predicting that the o»1¢n will enslave the Jewish people or Hashem
hardening nv1o’s heart.)

Guiding Questions:

AN ol

List 3 0’00 which seem to indicate that a person or a group of people did not
have nwan 77°'n12. How could these person/s have their free will taken away?

Why did Hashem tell 7wn go to ny1o if Hashem already told him that nv19’s heart
was hardened and wouldn’t let the Jewish people go?

How does the 0”2m7 explain the phrase “7277 77 °17177?

How does the 0”an7 explain the phrase “ o1y 797 7772 XA 790 19 %9 7w 207°?
Which contradiction is raised by the 109 of “ yX7 921 %79 »nx 7an a7 ovia op1”?
How is that contradiction resolved?

Chapter 7:

Chapter Summary:

This p15 emphasizes the importance of always striving to do 723wn, and describes the
great status achieved by the nawn Sva.

Guiding Questions:

ah @D

o

What is the meaning of the phrase “ 0°12% 7732 17> ny 932772

Which m7ay are referred to in the phrase “rmawnns 1w woxy 1977 ywn any”? Why?
Explain the 271 anxn of “2 70v% 19120 13 2P 78 PR 17w 72wn ovaw opn”.

How do we know that the Jewish people will do 72wn before m°wn comes?

List 2 pairs of 209 which show the contrast between Hashem’s relationship with
a sinner and Hashem’s relationship with a 72wn %ya.

In this p79, which 7772y falls under the category of wn°ny nx w X 1mn X7?

Chapter 8:

Chapter Summary:



This P9 discusses the reward for doing nmgn and the punishment for doing m0ay. It also
describes what x277 09w is like, emphasizing that it is not a physical place with physical
pleasure.

Guiding Questions:

1. What is the reward for o°p>7¢ and the punishment for ovw?

How does the 0”an1 interpret the phrases “y7°wxna o mnwy® ”ovawy oop7x” and
“Arown v pam”?

List 3 metaphorical terms for 827 02w found in 7”10 and 5”1 »vaRn.

How does the 0”an1 define the punishment n15?

What is the mistake the Arabs make?

Why is it called %27 07w?

N

o9 W

Chapter 9:

Chapter Summary:
In this p9, the 0”ann explains why the 7710 promises physical rewards for doing n1n,
although the ultimate reward for doing nx¥n is a spiritual one, in X277 279W.

Guiding Questions:

Why does the 77n promise physical rewards for doing n1xn?
Why should a Jew want mw» to come?

List the three characteristics the 0”ann attributes to mown.
List 3 o109 which describe the times of mown.

What is the difference between m°wn» and m>:?

What is the ultimate reward for doing nnn?

A e

Chapter 10:

Chapter Summary:

This p75 discusses the importance of serving Hashem out of 727%, and doing 770 and
mxn for their own sake.

Guiding Questions:



Who is called an axn 72w?

What does the command of “3719x 17 nx n2ix1” demand of us?

What wn does o> wi 2w use? What is the Hwni?

Which o°p109 teach us that we should serve Hashem out of love?

What is the justification for teaching children to serve Hashem for a reward?
How does one achieve ‘7 nanx?

A e

Answer Key

TIN5 97190 N19b

Chapter 1:

1. Knowing that there is a Being (Hashem) who makes everything else exist.
Nothing can exist without Hashem. However, Hashem doesn’t need to be created
by anything else. In other words: Everything is dependent on Hashem, but
Hashem isn’t dependent on anything else. Hashem exists “just because”.

2. Hashem has infinite and uninterrupted power.

3. If there were two gods, then they would both have to be limited. And in order to
create the world, Hashem has to have unlimited power.

4. Correct o’p109 include:

vvan" ,"m A%na rwab", a0 poa cnw ar”, M aR” ey e " " oonhR vaxka” "o nnmy”
S'mxan o
These o°p105 seem to contradict the idea that Hashem has no body or physical form.
5. They are a >wn. The 770 is just trying to speak in a way that we can understand.
6. He was asking to be able to recognize Hashem and distinguish him from other
entities the same way you recognize a person’s face when you see them and can
distinguish them from other people.

Chapter 2:
1. By contemplating his wondrous creations and infinite wisdom. Once a person

appreciates Hashem’s greatness, he will yearn to get closer to Him and be in awe
of Him.

2. The 0”an1 discusses the creations of the spiritual worlds - the o°ox%». Learning
about these matters is part of contemplating Hashem’s creations. As the 0”ann
explained, this is the path to nanx and 7 nx-.



3. Correct answers include: they don’t have a physical body, there are 10 levels of
0°587n, they are alive, they recognize and know Hashem

4. Y77 R 370 XM v1n Rin- He is the Knower, the Subject of Knowledge, and the
Knowledge itself

5. The ideas in the first two 279 of the 0”ann. They should be taught to one wise
man at a time.

6. Correct answers include: 2°71% 1R 77272 7% 17°7,793W% nnn 25m waT”,”qwabh owand
TR’

Chapter. 3:

1-3.
Visible Stars

Planet 'maw
Planet p1x

Sun
Planet nan
anet 231

4. The smallest planet is Kochav. The largest star is the Sun. The sun is 170 times larger
than the earth.

5. All of the stars and the spheres, except for the four elements.

6. They praise and glorify Hashem.

Chapter 4:

1. People are primarily made up of the element of earth.

2. The owx.

3. The 7xin is the physical appearance of the body. The 771x- form, is the form given
by Hashem found in the human soul.

4. The ideas discussed in 3-4 o’p7s.



5. The ideas of 7257 nwyn and n°wx"2 nwyn, i.e. the ideas discussed in the first four
chapters of the 07an1. One must first learn the Mm% of what is permitted and what
is forbidden.

6. Both may only be taught to a single person at a time. However, 72> qwyn can
only be taught to a very wise person who can understand the subject if you only
tell him the fundamental ideas. n*wx12 7wyn can even be taught to someone who is
less wise, and needs every detail explicitly explained to him.

Chapter 5:

1. If a non-Jew forces you to do an 77°2v (and it’s not for his own pleasure) in front
of at least ten Jews, and if it is an era (such as the time of Nevuchadnezzar) when
there is a decree against Jews keeping 7110 and nnxn.

2. If a person is forced to do an 77172y (even if he should have given up his life
instead), he is not punished for it.

3. We should love Hashem even if he takes our qw»s1, and be willing to sacrifice our
lives 7 w1mp Sv.

4. In general, no. If the non-Jews specify one person they want to be given to them
to Kkill, if it is someone who is anyways sentenced to death by the king, the Jews
are allowed to hand him over to save the community.

5. A mixture of milk and meat or 07571 °8%2. [Other foods, like y»n or other
non-kosher food can always be used as medicine as long as they are not eaten in a
way which gives the patient pleasure. So, for example, a person can use a
compress or eat a bitter tasting medicine with non-kosher meat in it, even if he is
not in life-threatening danger. In contrast, a mixture of milk and meat or >x%>
015717 cannot be used in any way unless there is danger to life. ]

6. Correct answers include: a 0on 7n%n studying 7730 and wearing a n°5v and 2°5n
all day, doing business honestly, acting pleasantly with other people, not talking a
lot with the common people

Chapter 6:

1. The names are: n-IRax¥ ,>-7W1 ,>-77K1 ,0-779K1 ,7-19% ,7-X.

2. The prefixes to Hashem’s name (such as the % in 0-7%?) can be erased. However,
the suffixes (such as the 7in 7->7%%) cannot be erased.

3. Yes.

4. He should wind reeds or loose clothing around the name of Hashem. This is

because you are not allowed to stand before the name of Hashem while you are
naked. (And you cannot erase Hashem’s name off of your skin before going into
the water)



5.

6.

A 7mn oo written by a non-Jew should be buried. A 770 190 written by a heretic
should be burnt publicly.

Correct answers include: All the names written in 2705 about Lot, except nwx-2
m>:v>; All the names written in [2°p05 about P12 nvas; All the names written in the
o°p0o about noon.

Chapter 7:

9 H WD

o

Correct answers include: Very wise; strong character; overcomes his natural
desires; unblemished body; studies the ideas of ©719; separates from other
people; only thinks about Hashem

When the physical senses become weak, the mind is free to understand the %122
People who are “training” and striving to become o°x>21.

Because %121 only rests on people who are happy.

nwn could have nx121 whenever he wanted, and he didn’t have to get it through a
own.

We follow the procedure laid out by the 7710 - we evaluate whether he is a
righteous person who is worthy of prophecy, and ask him to perform a sign to
prove that he is a x°21. If a person has both of those criteria, we consider him a &21
and it is a mxy» to listen to him.

Chapters 8-9:

It still leaves room for doubt, because miracles can be performed by magicians or
sorcerers.

Because Hashem spoke to him at >0 777 in front of all of the Jewish people -
600,000 witnesses.

We don’t believe in other o°x*21 because of a miracle. We believe in them because
nwn, a verified x°21, commanded us in the 7710 that there is a m1¥n to believe in a
21 if they perform miracles. [In other words, our belief in other o°x»21is based on
our belief in 7wn, not on our belief in the miracle they performed.]

Correct answers include: Someone who takes away a m1¥»n; someone who adds a
mxn; someone who explains a mun differently than nwn; someone who says a men
was only meant for a limited amount of time; someone who violates his own nx123;
someone who doesn’t give over a nx121 he is supposed to say.

A ®°21 can temporarily suspend a mxn for a specific purpose. For example, 79x
x>2171 offered n13p outside of the wpni N2 on 911571 77 to disprove those who
worshipped the 5ya.

777 772y, A X021 can never tell us to serve 771 772y, even for a limited time.



Chapter 10:

Making an accurate prediction of the future.
A prediction made by a x°21 always comes true in its entirety. A sorcerer’s
prediction is always partially true and partially false.

3. Prophecies about punishments.

4. Because Hashem is patient and forgiving and He won’t punish people if they do
mawn.

5. The ax121 of 71y that 721°1 would be destroyed.

6. If a confirmed x°21 declares that he is a &°21. For example, nwn declared that yui
was a X°21 in front of the jewish people.

N Noba
Chapter 1:

1. Following the “middle path” - not having an extreme of any character trait, but
having a perfect balance between the two extremes. For example, you shouldnt be
stingy with your money, and also shouldn’t out more money than you have. You
should generously give 1p7%, but within your means.

2. Anoon.

3. Someone who goes slightly to the extreme of a character trait (as a tool to
improve his character).

4. Emulating the qualities of Hashem - being merciful, kind, gracious, etc.

5. To repeatedly act in the proper manner until it becomes natural for him.

6. Emulating the qualities of Hashem. These qualities are what make up the middle
path.

Chapter 2:

1. People who are 7 "7 have inaccurate taste buds. Therefore, sweet food tastes
bitter to them and vice versa. Similarly, wo1 >>11 have an inaccurate sense of right
and wrong. Evil ways seem good to them and vice versa.

2. Wise men.

3. Going to the extreme good of a character trait. For example, someone who is

always angry should never allow himself to show anger, even when it might be
justified.



4. Anger and arrogance.

5. One should speak very little. And one should never be deceptive.

6. Correct examples include: you shouldn’t be frivolous, and you should be sad, but
you also should be happy; you shouldn’t be greedy, but you also shouldn’t be too
lazy to work, you should work and be happy with what you have.

Chapter 3:

1. A

2. The 711 had to bring a nxvn 1217 because he separated from drinking wine. This
teaches us that it is improper to separate from wordly pleasures.

3. He should eat, sleep, go to work, for the purpose of having a healthy body so that
he can serve Hashem.

Chapter 4:

1. The main topic is health. The 0”21 discusses healthy living habits because you
cannot serve Hashem if you have an unhealthy or sick body.

2. Correct answers include: only eat when you are hungry; eat until you are 34 full,
drink only a small amount of water during the meal mixed with wine; go to the
bathroom before you eat; exercise lightly before you eat; eat while seated; don’t
exercise until your food has been digested.

3. Correct answers include: Sleep for 8 hours; go to sleep on your left side and wake
up on your right side; wait three or four hours after finishing the meal before
going to sleep; don’t sleep during the day.

4. Correct answers include: large fish that are aged and salted; cheese which is aged
and salted; truffles and mushrooms; meat which is aged and salted; wine from
the press; cooked food which has been left over until it produces an odor; any
food with a bad smell or a very bitter taste; large fish; cheese and milk which has
been left over for more than twenty-four hours after the milking; the meat of
large oxen or he-goats, horse-beans; lentils; chickpeas; barley bread; matzot;
cabbage; leeks; onions; garlic; mustard; radishes; water fowl; young pigeons;
dates; bread roasted in oil or kneaded in oil; flour which has been sifted so well
that no bran is left; fish brine; pickled fish oil; fruits; pickled fruits; carobs; honey
and wine for young people.

5. Drink honey diluted with hot water four hours before the meal.

6. Overeating is like poison for the body.

7. People who are sick or have had unhealthy habits.



8. A doctor, a bloodletter, a bathhouse, a bathroom, an available source of water, a
shul, a schoolteacher, a 1910, a designated np7% collector, and a 1>7 n»a.

Chapter 5:

1. Correct answers include: He only eats enough to sustain himself; shouldn’t eat in
the store or marketplace; shouldn’t eat with unlearned people; doesn’t eat at
anyone else’s table unless it is a myn n7wo (e.g. a wedding or a n°12); only drinks
enough wine to soften the food in his stomach (doesn’t get drunk).

2. WO YAWT DR PUIX

3. Correct answers include: He should speak gently; he shouldn’t speak while
standing at a distance; he should greet other people before they greet him; he
should speak pleasantly; he shouldn’t speak unless his words will be listened to;
he shouldn’t try to calm someone down when they are angry; he shouldn’t
question someone when they are making a vow; he shouldn’t try to comefort
someone at the moment of tragedy; he shouldn’t exaggerate (unless it’s for the
purpose of making peace); he shouldn’t talk to women in the marketplace.

4. A non 7n7n should walk in a manner that befits him.

5. The order of the o°p100 teaches us that a person should first find a way of making
a livelihood (27> vv1 "wr wx:3 °n), then he should build a house (n°2 732 WX w7 7»
w7n), and then he should find a wife (7w X wAR WK WR7 ).

6. He shouldn’t dedicate all of his possessions to the w7pni7 n°3; he should try to
improve the quality of his property; he deals honestly; he pays for what he buys
immediately; he doesn’t act as a guarantor or a debt collector; he is stringent
about paying others back but he doesn’t demand payment from other people.

Chapter 6:

1. A person naturally learns from those around him. “0*%°03 73111 051° 230 PR 7217
A

2. By connecting to o> >7°non.

3. By praising other Jews, and being careful with their money and with their honor.

4. If you are angry at someone, you shouldn’t quietly bear a grudge. You should tell
them what they did wrong.

5. You need to rebuke them gently and in private. There is a mxn to rebuke them
until they change their ways or until they threaten to hit the rebuker (i.e. showing
that they will not be receptive to the rebuke).

6. Being kind to the widow and the orphan.

Chapter 7:



1. M0 is spreading information about other people for no good reason, even if it
is not negative. ¥y W5 is spreading negative information about other people.
(Both m%>>7 and yn w are true pieces of information.)

2. a) saying “I don’t want to talk about that person...”(because then it would be 175
y777) b) Speaking positively about someone to their enemies c) Someone who says
¥y Y as a joke d) Someone who pretends not to know that a piece of
information is harmful

3. Shooting arrows or firebrands at someone and then saying “I was joking!”.

4. nnp1is taking revenge; acting badly towards someone because they wronged you.
77v1is bearing a grudge; feeling resentment towards someone because they
wronged you, even if you don’t act on that resentment.

5. Correct answers include: ;m173 n7272 WL MNP "now 93 ' 0> ;v 07 %Y 7y K
119 TR 7 DK 1NOW P2 NWHT 1R WN;

S0 7% NISYT

Chapter 1:

1. A man is required to teach himself, his sons, his grandsons, and his
students 77110, in that order of precedence.

2. A father needs to teach his son mx 7710 as soon as he begins to speak. If a
person wasn’t taught by his father, he has an obligation to teach himself as
soon as he is old enough to understand. The mxn» lasts for the person’s
whole life.

3. Studying leads to action, but action doesn’t lead to studying.

4. He can accept payment for an>aw 7n if that’s the local custom. He cannot

accept payment for 75 Syaw 7n.

Comparing m>77 and understand how they are derived.

6. When a father teaches his daughter 1o 5vaw 7110, because she may not be
able to devote time to understanding it properly.

o

Chapter 2:

1. The world exists in the merit of children who study 7.

2. The child starts learning at the age of 6 or 7. The child should learn for the day
and part of the night. On naw, the child reviews his studies. On 2w v there is
vacation.

3. A schoolteacher who neglects the children or is lazy in his work.



4. A maximum of 25 students can be assigned to one teacher. A teacher and an
assistant can teach a class between 25-40. A class of over 40 should be assigned
two teachers.

5. Yes, if the child will learn better there, as long as the school isn’t in a different city
Or across a river.

6. A teacher can open school right next to a different school.

Chapter 3:

1. The crown of 770, YW 0w >2 P73 PRI D2INN 1219 0370 "2

2. A oon 7n%n who is a 7mn is greater than than even a 7173 170 if he is unlearned.
(Meaning 1110 learning is greater than great lineage.)

3. 7n learning, because study leads to action.

4. A person can’t learn 771 properly if they are proud (o°nw2) or if they are
“traveling across the seas” (o°2 12yn) - involved in doing business.

5. Just as water flows to a low place, 7110 is acquired by those who are humble and
sit at the feet of onon.

6. Correct answers include: Be humble; Don’t heavily involved in business; Put in a
lot of effort; Learn while saying the words out loud; Learn 770 at night; Don’t
make 770 learning into a money-making tool.

Chapter 4:

1. A teacher shouldn’t teach a student who acts improperly.

2. The teacher would sit in the middle and the students would stand or sit around
him. The teacher would then speak. Often the teacher would have a oy n» repeat
his words to the students. When a student asked a question, the j237n» would
repeat the question to the teacher. The teacher would respond, and the j237nn
would repeat the answer to the student.

3. Astudent cant learn if they are embarrassed to say that they don’t understand
and they need the teacher to repeat themselves. On the flip side, a teacher can’t
teach if he is too impatient to repeat himself.

4. A teacher should command respect, and thereby push his students to learn well.
Therefore, he should act formally; he shouldn’t joke, eat or drink with them.

5. Two people shouldn’t ask at once, one shouldn’t ask more than three questions at
a time, one shouldn’t ask a question on an unrelated topic, and one should only
ask a question when the teacher is sitting.

6. Awanna.



Chapter 5:

1. A person should return the lost object of his teacher, help his teacher with his
load, and redeem him from captivity first.

2. The student can tell someone the 1715777 in order to prevent him from sinning. Also,
if he is 12 mil away from his teacher or his teacher has passed away he can pasken
75o71 (provided that he is capable of paskening).

3. A person who is capable of paskening 175977 but refrains from doing so.

4. Correct answers include: Not referring to his teacher by name; greeting him
respectfully; Not removing tefillin in front of his teacher; Not davening near his
teacher; Not sitting in his teachers place; not voicing agreement or disagreement
in front of his teacher; Not sitting or standing in front of his teacher unless he is
told to; not turning his back to his teacher; standing as long as he can see his
teaching walking away; Visiting his teacher during 21 o1; Mourning his teacher
when he passes away and tearing his garments.

5. A pmam 21 - a great 0on 7n%n who taught him the majority of his knowledge. (A
contemporary example could be the Rebbe.)

6. Just like a small branch can be used to light a large branch, a student sharpens
and broadens the mind of his teacher.

Chapter 6:

1. 7non mpw ar. Refers to a oon 7non.

2. Because a person might be dishonest with themselves and pretend they didn't see
a 0or 712n so they won’t have to get up. (The words 71787 nx" are added
whenever a mx» requires a person to be honest with themselves about their true
intentions. The 7730 warns you that you should fear Hashem, because Hashem
sees what’s truly in your heart.)

3. So he shouldn’t trouble people to stand up for him.

4. When a person sees the x°w3, he should stand until he can’t see him anymore.
When a person sees a 0o 720, he should stand up if he is within 4 nnx.

5. So that the honor he shows his teacher isn’t more than the honor he shows
Hashem. (Because vnv is said twice a day.)

6. Anyone of an advanced age, even if they aren’t a non 71270, and even if they aren’t
Jewish.

7. Correct answers include: They don’t have to participate in communal work
projects; They don’t have to pay taxes; They get precedence when they have
something to sell in the marketplace; They are given priority in 1>7 n°3; They are



allowed to sit in 7 n°3; Those who disgrace them are placed under "»7°1; Those
who disgrace them are fined a litra of gold.

Chapter 7:

When a Jewish leader acts improperly, they are punished privately.

A person under "7 can't cut their hair, do laundry, be counted in a 111 or a »,
or sit within four nmx of anyone else. A person under o7 also can’t be hired for a
job, teach or learn 7mn with others, or do business beyond what he needs for his
livelihood.

He needs to get 10 o°nomn *7non to lift it.

o°nan >1nn shouldn’t take insults to heart and get angry at people who insult
them.

If they are insulted in public.

233212 NT7IAY N1L3

Chapter 1:

o

In the generation of vx

That Hashem created the heavenly bodies to help him run the world. Therefore,
although Hashem runs the world, his “servants” should be honored as well.

False prophets told them that Hashem, or a specific star or angel had told them to
bow to a particular statue or perform a certain ritual.

Which force causes the world to run? It can’t run by itself!

They were in charge of teaching 7710, continuing the legacy of omnax.

The Jews were steeped in idolatry and would have lost the ways 771n. Hashem
had to take them out of Egypt in order to keep his promise to the max and
preserve the special legacy of the Jewish people.

Chapter 2:

1.
2.

Looking at idols and learning about how they are served.

Any line of thought which is against the 7710, because human understanding is
limited and people may therefore come to the wrong conclusion.

The 7710 says “mxni 25 nR wyn X7 wwn °2”, and the words nneni 95 refer to nmay
Tl



4. There is a P00 which says “ 77an X371 "7 IR 937 121 77187 172 727 7°2 7WYN WK Wi,

5.

comparing someone who serves 171 7712y and a 773, Therefore, their punishment
is the same. Just like a 77 is stoned, someone who worships 71 772V is stoned.
Anyone who curses the name >-1-7-X or 7-1-7-> using one of 7 names which can’t be
erased (see 1 P30 771077 *10° Moo for a list of those names).

6. You need to rip your clothes when you hear a Jew curse Hashem’s name. The 100

says “0i7°7 nR DOvmwi 93 10n07”.

Chapter. 3:

1. A person is only 2n if they serve an idol in a way it is normally meant to be
served.

2. Bowing, slaughtering an animal, offering an animal, sprinkling blood.

3. Someone who is motivated because they like the rituals or they are afraid the idol
might hurt them. (Meaning they are not motivated because they came to the
logical conclusion that the idol is a god.)

4. Bending down in front of an idol to take out a splinter or pick up money, or
drinking from a water fountain which comes out of the mouth of a statue.

5. The 7772y of having an idol made for himself(“1n 951 %00 7% qwyn 8%”), and the
72y of physically forming the idol (“0>% wyn X% 7507 *1981”)

6. Itis only mox to make a realistic statue or protruding image of a person. In
contrast, even a flat image of the sun, moon or stars is 710x.

Chapter 4:

1. The city must be more than 100 people and cannot make up the majority of a vaw.
The words “ 7°v17 °awy” imply that it’s a city, not a small village or a large
metropolis.

2. They must be at least two adult men from the same vaw as the people in the city.
The proof is that the words “ 372 °12 w1k WY~ are said in plural, implying at
least two people. Also, it says “727pn” - from your midst, implying that the people
must be residents of the city and from that vaw.

3. The vopn >y, a border city, o°%v1, and 3 cities next to each other.

4. They send two o°n51 >1n2n to encourage them to do mawn. If they don’t do mawn,

the other Jews fight the city and destroy it. The 7 n»a Kills all of the people who
served 1771 7172y along with their families. All of the property in the city (even the
property of the people who didn’t serve 777 7m12y) is brought to the main street
and burnt. The city can never be rebuilt.



5. The property of other people inside an nn7177 7°v is not burnt. If it is owned in

partnership, the object is split. If the object can’t be split (e.g. an animal) the
object is destroyed.

6. nmn which hasn’t been given to a 1713 yet should be given to a 375 outside the city.
Property which is dedicated to the w7pn1 n»a should be destroyed, and money
should be donated to the wipna n*2 in its place. o0 should be buried.

Chapter 5:

1. A nonis someone who tells individual people to serve 771 7712y, A 7 is someone
who leads the majority of a city to serve 771 nmav.

2. A person should trick the n*on into talking about serving 771 772y in front of two
witnesses. For example, he should tell the n"on “I have friends who are interested
in hearing about 777 772v”. Or he should hide witnesses to listen in while the n"on
talks about 791 M2,

3. A) He shouldn’t love him - “1% 7axn X?”.

B) He should not help him - “y%x ynwn 89"

C) He should not save the life of the n>on if he is in danger - “7°v o0 X7” D)
He shouldn’t give any arguments or excuses on the n°o»’s behalf - “>mnn 917,

E) He shouldn’t conceal any evidence - “19¥ 7020 8917,

A person shouldn’t discuss or debate with a 7pw %21, and he shouldn’t
contemplate the possibility that the 2pw x°21is legitimate.

A x°21 who claims that he heard a prophecy which never occurred, or a x°21 who
claims that he heard a nx11 which was actually heard by a different x»11. The
punishment is pan.

A person who says %121 in the name of an idol (even if the information he gives
over isnt against 75%1); a person who takes a vow or an oath in the name of an
idol; a person who makes someone else (even a ") take a vow in the name of an
idol; a person who mentions the name of the idol in conversation; A person who
uses the name of an idol as a landmark (“meet me next to that statue”).

Chapter 6:

1.

Practicing 21% involved burning incense, waving a myrtle and whispering
incantations until the person heard a low voice speaking from the earth or their
armpit. Practicing "1 involved sticking a bone from the 317 bird in one’s throat,
and then whispering incantations until they went into a trance and predicted the
future. Both of these practices are forbidden because they are idolatrous.



2. A person would light a fire and give his child over to fire-worshipping priests. The
priests would then return the child to the father and the father would carry the
child through the fire.

3. The expression of “yyam” implies that the father gave some of his children. If
the father gives all of his children, he is not 2»n. Other exceptions are: If the
father carries the child through the fire but doesn't give the child to the priests; if
he gives him to the priests but doesn't carry him; if he offers all of his children to
T21m; if he offers a sibling or an ancestor or himself.

4. A monument around which people gather. It is forbidden because it is a practice
followed by idol worshippers.

5. Itis forbidden to bow down on stone, even to Hashem, because it looks like idol
worship.

6. There wasn’t allowed to be any wooden balconies in the w7pnn n°2. They all had to
be made out of stone. This was because it is similar to having a tree in the n»a
wipni. Planting trees were forbidden in the w7pn»i n°a because the idol
worshippers would plant trees next to their altars.

Chapter 7:

1. Destroying all idols and anything made to serve them. In X 72X, there is a myn
to actively seek out the idols and destroy them.

2. Two sets of lashes [because the person is transgressing two mn»ay: The 772y of “
702 PR 72N X020 87” and the 702y of “ 2n 19 7nIRn 77102 P27 ’N7]. If the idol is
made by a Jew, the mo>x starts only when the idol is actually served. The same is
true for accessories. If a non-Jew makes an idol, the mo°x begins when the idol is
made.

3. Yes, because the idol is only forbidden when it is completed. The final hammer
blow which completes the idol is not worth any payment.

4. Yes, because you can benefit from a statue made for aesthetic purposes or an idol
which was discarded and nullified by its owner.

5. All of the objects are forbidden. [If an object from that pile falls into a second
pile, the second pile is permitted to be used.]

6. You cannot benefit from the bread. In contrast, you can eat the vegetables. This is
because the vegetable grew from the earth, which is completely permitted, as
well as the shade of the tree.

Chapter 8:

1. Yes, because the rocks were not formed or changed by people.



o

If the owner of the animal slaughters it for the sake of 771 772y or exchanges it for
an idol.

It should be burnt and its ashes should be placed where no one can benefit from
them.

The additional renovations or decorations should be removed, and you can
benefit from the rest of the building or rock.

An idol-worshipping " can nullify any idol owned by a ".

A statue is nullified if the non-Jew indicates that he doesn’t care about the idol
anymore. For example, if he purposely smashes it, sells a metal statue to be
melted down, paves a stone into a road, or pulls branches or leaves off of an 7wx
tree.

Chapter g:

A Jew cannot collect payment, repay a loan, buy from, or sell to a non-Jew on or
3 days before an idolatrous festival. If a Jew did business 3 days before (in this
case on Thursday or Friday), 72v°72 he can benefit from the profits. However, if he
did any business on the festival itself (in this case Sunday) he cannot benefit
from the profits.

No, unless refusing the present will cause hard feelings. If he does accept the
present, he can’t benefit from it unless he knows for sure that the non-Jew
doesn’t serve idols.

Articles which are specifically used for 771 772y, any article if the buyer indicates
that he is going to use it for 71 772y, and weapons which can harm people.

A Jew cannot walk inside the city, but he can walk around it. If a Jew is traveling,
he cannot travel through the city if that is his specific route.

A Jew can buy from private individuals at a fair, but not from merchants. This is
because merchants had to pay a tax to the idol, and therefore part of the jew’s
payment to the merchant would be benefiting the idol.

You can trade with a Jew on the way to the idolatrous temple, provided that he is
not a declared idolator, because he might change his mind. However, you cannot
trade with him on the way back. You cannot trade with a jew if he is on his way
back from trading with idol worshippers because he may have sold them an idol,
and any money he made from selling that idol cannot be benefitted from.

Chapter 10:

1.

Jew’s cannot make a treaty with non-Jews that allows them to live peacefully with
us while they serve 71 nmav.



2. A) Should not save an idolator’s life if it’s in danger. B) Should not sell them land
or produce attached to the ground. C) Shouldn’t praise them. D) Shouldn’t give
them a gift.

3. A doctor can and should treat all non-Jews for the sake of keeping peaceful
relations. A 2vin 23 (meaning a non-Jew who has accepted upon himself to keep
the n1°12 n¥n vaw) is an exception to all of these rules.

4. A Jew can rent a home in 5% yax for storage purposes, but he cannot rent out a

field. Outside of >xw° yx, a Jew can sell a non-Jew houses and fields. The rules

about fields are more strict because aside from the issue of giving land to an
idolator, there is an issue of 72170, When land is owned by a non-Jew, the land is
exempt from 7m11n and “wyn. The o°non wanted to prevent land becoming exempt
from 710 as much as possible.

Greet them, provide for the poor, and let them take 7row ,up% and nxo.

6. When %% iR is under Jewish control, no non-Jews should be allowed to pass
through unless they become a 2v1n 23 (meaning they take upon themselves to
keep the 112 nzn yaw).

Chapter 11:

o

1. A Jew shouldn’t wear clothing or cut their hair in a style which is unique to non
Jews, and Jews shouldn’t build big theaters and circuses.

2. A Jew who works in a non-Jewish government can wear clothing and cut his hair
in the local style to resemble them.

3. A wmn is someone who designates certain events as good omens. For example,
“Since my bread fell out of my mouth, today won’t be a good day”. A 11wn is
someone who designates certain times as auspicious - for example “this month is
an auspicious month for starting a new job." A 1mvn also includes someone who
deceives people into believing that he is practicing magic. A ooy is someone who
chants incantations, writhes on the floor, or taps a stick until he falls into a trance
and predicts the future.

4. It could be considered being a 121 121 - someone who chants spells. We are
allowed to because we aren’t saying 0°>°in as a magical charm. We say o°2>°nn so
the merit of us saying holy words of 77n should heal the person.

5. Anyone who does actions (such as sleeping in a cemetery, burning incense,
reciting incantations) to communicate with the dead.

6. Because it’s foolish and baseless, and it’s not fitting for a wise people to believe in
it.

Chapter 12:



1. They were all idolatrous practices.

2. The oo says “7ipT NkD N°Mwn X7 DoWRD NRD 10PN X727, thereby equating the 71o°x of
shaving the nxo and shaving the beard. Just as the prohibition of shaving the
beard doesn’t apply to women, because they don’t have beards, the prohibiting of
shaving the nio doesn’t apply either.

3. Shaving mxo, shaving the beard, and o°1715 becoming x»v (i.e., a female nin> is
allowed to become xnv).

4. Yes, but it is the custom not to shave it completely, and only trim the hair which

interferes with eating.

Because it transgresses the mo°x of a man acting like a woman.

6. That Jews should not fragment themselves, and have two groups of Jews
practicing different customs in the same community.

o
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Chapter 1:

1. “WY WK QDKL DR ITINM A WY? 0D AWK W WKL

2. Admitting what one did wrong, saying that they are embarrassed and regret it,
and that they won’t do it again.

3. It atoned for all sins, as long as the person did 72wn. [If the person didn’t do
mawn, the 7181y atoned for “mvp nmxn” - all nxn which aren’t punished by na3 or
nnn, except for taking a false oath.]

4. A person can always do mawn, even if he did the worst 7772y, and even if it is the
end of his life.

5. Negative nxn. Unlike positive nmen, they can’t be forgiven right when a person
does 72wn. Rather, 119°> o1 needs to atone for them.

6. When a person desecrates Hashem’s name. Then, unlike all other nm1°2y, even
suffering can’t atone for the sin. Only death can.

Chapter 2:

1. Someone who is placed in the same situation and has the same temptation as
when he sinned, and yet doesn’t sin.

2. Someone who says "171 verbally without truly regretting the 7702y in his heart.

3. To constantly be davening to Hashem; Giving rp7%; Distancing oneself from sin;
Changing one’s name; Changing all aspects of behavior; Exiling oneself;
Confessing sins in front of other people (if the sins are 17°a1% o7x P2).



4. In both cases Hashem is especially accessible and accepts 721wn immediately.

5. Even if a person confessed for an 7772y on one M2°5 o1, he should confess that
77°2y on the following 119°5 ov.

6. That a Jew should always forgive easily.

Chapter 3:

1. Someone who has an equal amount of nmg» and m2y. They're in “limbo” between
mwn wx and 9% ar. On 93 ov, they are forgiven if they do 72wn.

2. Not all nmgn and mvay are equal. Sometimes one mxn can have such a great merit
that it outweighs many m-av.

3. The reason is that it is a 210577 n°n. The 7, meaning the message we can take
from it, is that we should “wake up” and do 72wn.

4. That doing even one mx» can “tip the scale” and save the world.

5. For an individual, the first two times they do an 772y is isn’t counted (unless their
m°ay outweigh their nxn) . As is is written - “ 223 oy wHw 2y 98 Sy 798 93 177,
For a community, the first 3 may aren’t counted - “X? 7yaIR 51 YR yws qwoW Y
NWNR”.

6. A nis someone who says there is no God nor ruler of the world; someone who
accepts the concept of a ruler, but maintains that there are two or more; someone
who says Hashem has a body or a form; someone who says that Hashem isn’t the
First Being and Creator of all existence. An 112°% °3771 w7 is someone who
doesn’t do nmx» and join fast days with the community (even if he doesn’t do any
other m ay!). These people do not get X271 021w unless they do 723wn before they
pass away.

7. Yes, if they are righteous.

Chapter 4:

1. mav which are so severe that Hashem makes it hard for the person to do m2wn.
Examples include : a person who prevents many people from doing a mxn; A
person who causes many people to do an 72y; a person who holds back from
rebuking someone who he has influence over; a person who says “I will sin and
then do n2wn”.

2. mn°2y which inherently make it difficult to do nawn. Examples include:

Separating from the community, because then he won’t be included when they do
mawn together; A person who contradicts the o°non, because then he won’t be able
to learn the proper path from them; A person who makes fun of n1x», because not
doing nmx» means he won’t have the mor to do 721wn; A person who doesn’t



respect his teachers, because then he’ll never learn the right way; A person who
doesn’t like being rebuked, because then he’ll never learn to change his ways.

3. may for which it is impossible to do a complete 727wn, because he doesn’t know
exactly who he wronged. Examples include: Cursing a group of people (because
he doesn’t have a specific person to ask for forgiveness); A person who takes a
share of a thief’s loot; A person who eats food belonging to orphans and widows;
A judge who takes a bribe (because it is impossible to know exactly how much his
judgment was perverted).

4. M2y which a person probably won’t do 727wn for because he doesn’t think it is a
serious sin. Examples include: A person who eats from a meal, when the owners
don’t have enough to eat; A person who makes use of a collateral in his
possession; A man who gazes at a woman who is forbidden to him; A person who
makes himself look good at someone else’s expense; A person who suspects
someone else wrongly.

5. mnav which are “addictive” and create habits which are hard to break. Examples
include: saying yn 1W9; saying m°>7; evil thoughts; getting angry; being friendly
with bad people.

6. Itisvery hard to do mawn, but not impossible.

Chapter 5:

1. That people, unlike any other creation, could now choose to do good or evil
without any outside forces influencing them.

2. Once a person realizes that he has free will, and therefore has full responsibility
for his actions, he has reason to regret what he has done and do n72wn for them.

3. Correct answers include: “» ”;”0177 03°19% 1111 °21R X7 “ ;7207 DX 217 77197 NN1 IR
anh At oa3% M an”

4. The 77130 commands us to do n1x» and not do m7°ay, and rewards and punishes
accordingly. If Hashem decided whether someone would be a >7%, then how
could he be rewarded? And if Hashem decided a person would be a ywn, how
could he be punished?

5. The pioo states that whatever Hashem desires, happens. So how can people
have control over what happens? The answer is that when people act, Hashem’s
desire is that they should have free will. In other words, a person’s choice to do
something isn’t in conflict with Hashem’s will, it is Hashem’s will.

6. As stated in 77107 *10° M99, Hashem’s knowledge is different than our
knowledge. We therefore can’t really understand the mechanics of how Hashem’s
knowledge works. So although we cannot comprehend Hashem’s knowledge, it
must work in such a way that it does not contradict our free will.



Chapter 6:

9 h WD
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Correct answers include: “nx 7758 71 awpa °0“ ;va0 2% DR PIAR W ;7T ovn 2% 1wn
N0 PR 71Nk SRS oy annean IRIPY 027 R P a0 7 aRn 00 ¢ 57122% R paRy
nr1nk 027 nx”. Hashem took away these people’s free will as a punishment for the
great sins they committed.

To show how greatly Hashem punishes sinners.

“Don’t let my M2y block my path to nawn”.

That Hashem sends o°x*21 to inform us of the true path and how to do mawn.

It seems like Hashem is decreeing that certain people act wickedly. For example,
Hashem told 7wn that the Jewish people would sin and serve idols.

Hashem never decreed that specific people would sin. He simply predicted a
general pattern of behavior. But every individual Jew had the choice of whether

or not to serve 777 7712V,

Chapter 7:

4.
5.

A person should always be doing nawn.

nm»ay which involve improper character traits, like anger, jealousy, etc. The x°21
issues a special warning for these m7°ay because they are harder to do 72wn for.
m2wn *Hva are on a higher level than o°p>7¢ because they have a greater struggle to
overcome their y177 7.

W TR 2w AR 7Y nawY A 20127 9o 700 IR 0 oY

Examples include:

1172 79%° KD 723 Y 1 WK R ™0 DR 912 anh R ank cny RS anh nR wR apna m "
522177 PR MIRAX 7 a1 R ara” and "3 0 7 9V amin 3T T0n 20PN 12 010 1O OX
anx1" and"02°7%R 1725 02°1a 009 7an v o mw” ;"amnD TRy T aR: v7ay SRNORY 12

o7 NRT w2 on" MR IR WA o m” and

m

W 2901290 00 " ;"0o0aoR 12 oopaTa
SPwYn DR 22987 30 720 00" and "3 2°nP7 130°) 252 23 R XA 01N

6. Reminding a 721wn %va of his past sins.

Chapter 8:

The reward to to have eternal life in X277 09w. The punishment is to be cut off from
that eternal life.

The 0”an1 explains that “sitting” is a metaphor for not doing any work, and
“crowns on their heads” is a metaphor for the knowledge the o°p>7x grasped in this
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world and “delighting in the radiance of the n1°>v” as a metaphor for
understanding G-dly truths that cannot be understood in a body.

a7W0 WY ;T N0 000 ;AR ;T oy ' MRn wIRa 71T TR 2R ;' o
Being cut off from xa7 o%w.

That the reward in x27 07w is physical pleasure.

Because a person experiences it after they experience life in a body.

Chapter 9:

AN ol

Physical comfort allows a person to do nnn better. So really, the reward for doing
nxn is getting the physical tools to do MORE nnxn.

Because then he will be free from oppression and will be able to fulfill n1zn
properly.

Descendant of 717 n°a, wiser than 7»%w, almost at the level of nwn.

“0o7wan 1R 2% S Mom®, IYa DR WOR TV 170 RYC, 7 DR YT YNGR 007,

When rm°wn comes Jews won’t be under the control of the o>»a.

X277 02w,

Chapter 10:

Someone who serves Hashem for reward or because he is afraid of punishment.
To strive to do nmx» out of love.

Romantic love. Just like someone who is in love is constantly thinking about their
partner, a Jew should always be thinking about Hashem.

“IR8n yor vmgna“ " nR 7anRy”

“nws Ra maw ®2w inn” - although they’ll start off doing n1x» for the wrong
reason, they’ll come to do it for the right reason.

By contemplating Hashem.
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