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Introduction

This world presents us with countless distractions, convincing us that to succeed, we must
adopt the world'’s values and priorities. But 1’y DN comes to remind us of something
essential: we must never forget the true purpose for which we were placed in this world. We
are here as guardians of our nnwy, here to fulfill n's X1 in the world and empowered to make
choices that align ourselves with this truth.

The 1"wn "1 teaches us that to meet the challenge of this world successfully, we must have
the courage to be bold, to respond with conviction: to recognize the emptiness of worldly
pursuits and be willing to appear as “fools” in the eyes of the world for the sake of 'n. This
DLV will teach us how to live with this wisdom.

'V DILNR is a \Wnin—a series of twenty-eight D" nXn written by the 1"w1 '21 during the
year 1"D1n (1902-1903). This was a time when the 1"w1 21 was actively confronting the secu-
lar ideologies that threatened Russian Jewry, particularly the n22win movement that sought to
draw Jews away from traditional observance. In response to these challenges, the 1"w1 10
crafted this profound work exploring three central themes: the foolishness of sin, the holiness
of our Nnw), and our NnW1's inherent power to overcome all obstacles.

While a common thread weaves through all the D™nxn, you will encounter various subtopics
and tangents along your journey through this ©1wLNpR. The 1"w1 "17's teaching style often
introduces questions that remain unanswered for several D'1nKn, building suspense and
deeper understanding as the concepts gradually unfold. This structure mirrors the way we
encounter challenges in life—sometimes we must live with questions before clarity emerges.

As you begin your study, remember that mastering 1’y ©IvNp is not just about preparing for
the nTn—it's about equipping yourself with the tools to navigate life with clarity and purpose.
Each 'nxn builds upon the previous ones, creating a complete picture of how we can live

authentically in this world.
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How to Use This Study Guide

For each 1nKn, we have included the following study aids:

Summary:
This paragraph sums up the main points of the 1nxn, and explains its place in the broader
flow of D nNn.

Key Terms:

This section lists key terms from m™on or N?21p that are used in the "KnN, but not fully de-
fined or explained. Each term has a paragraph or two explaining what the term means and
how it is used in the MKnN. These key terms may be referenced, in their Hebrew form, on the
test.

Background D*»10a and ?2”th "nxn:

This section includes all of the quotes from 7”10 or 2”7n used in the AnXnN, and provides trans-
lation and the broader context necessary for properly understanding the quote and its place
in the MxnN.

Guiding Questions:
This section includes review questions to help test your understanding of the "1nxn. There is
an answer key on page 111 so you can check your answers.
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X 1NKN

Summary

This opening KN describes the ultimate purpose of man and how the y1n x> tries to lead
us astray from it.

The word mvV has a double meaning - both "stray" and "foolishness.” The yan X’ operates
through mvv, making us stray from the proper path by convincing us of foolishness: the
idea that making the harmful choice to do an n1"ay will somehow be pleasurable or desirable.

We were created as beings with mnw), which crave connection to 'n through nmn and nnxn.
This spiritual pleasure is what we naturally desire, and our greatest joy. However, the yan 1x
tempts us with lowly, empty forms of pleasure, derailing us from our true goal.

Key Words and Ideas
nmvvy N

A “spirit of foolishness” that temporarily takes over when we're about to do something wrong.
The word "MN" means something fleeting without a strong foundation, like wind that can be
moved by anything. "mvw" means it makes us act foolishly - we stop thinking clearly about
what we're doing and just follow whatever impulse comes up in the moment. This 1nxn, like
many places in mTDN, explains that the N™nan wal uses MLV NN to trick us into sinning by
clouding our judgment and making us forget our true connection to 'n.

Ayn

Pleasure. myn is the deepest and most elevated power in the soul, forming the inner essence
of our nx1 (will). While we often think of pleasure as enjoyment from external things - food,
achievements, recognition - mTDN teaches that true niyn is much deeper. Authentic nyn for
a TR is accomplished only through studying nmn and performing nnxn, Which help the nnwa
connect to her source and fulfill her true purpose.
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?"TN MNNM D1PAa
n»:T 280

RX? 'N NN 'YMm D07 NN RaK 221 2170 11270 NIV DDY 01NN 19V XIND D i
:DWWN 201 NX NPYM

And it will be on that day that the mountains will drop sweet wine, and the hills will flow with
milk, and all the brooks of nmn® will flow with waters; and a fountain will come forth from
the house of N’ and water the valley of D'v'w.

This 104 is the 2’nnnin N2 T of the entire DILVNR. On a Lwa level, the X111 is describing the
times of n'wn, when n’'s n1'n will flow from the wTPnin N even to the most distant places.
Over the course of this D1LNR, the "MKN will use this 710a as a springboard to explain how we
can transform even our D'v*'w N1 - place of foolishness/irrationality— with nwrTp.

2 Nwv1a P22 N2 v
MLV IYYY DWY NilT? DYN 7207 DLW 27X 21 2N

It is written: "And Israel dwelt in Shittim and the people began to be immoral” - [the place is
called] Shittim because they committed foolishness.

This wa is foundational to our "MXn because it links the location name, "DVV” with the
word "Mmuvw’- foolishness. The w1 explains that when 2xw» 111 reached the camping spot of
DLV in the 12 they fell into foolish and sinful behavior by acting immorally with the
daughters of ann.

2:xn 12T
12U1 12 N2YN1 INYX NPWYN 13 ¥R YAR D2 DNKL 7KW 12 28 12T
Speak to ?x1w 11 and tell them: if any man's wife goes astray and betrays him. . .

This 104 introduces the NLD process, the procedure meant for a case when a wife is
suspected of being unfaithful to her husband. *"vn translates the word “nvwn” as “turning
aside”- as in "turning away from the proper, myx path.” The "1nXn uses this j10a to build the
case that the place "D'v'V" represents turning away from the proper path.
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TV:N? N"WNI2
27N NIN 207 )RR NN NAKRA RN NP D VT K7 1 12X KX XD D20 AR T 28 YR v

And [nTi'] turned to her by the way and said: Come now, let me come to you; for he did
not know that she was his daughter-in-law. And she said: What will you give me so that you
may come to me?

This 104 describes nTin''s encounter with InNN. The MKn references the Aramaic DN, which
translates "he turned to her" as nm2 XvD1. This use of the root of "LO” further demonstrates
the connection between the word D'v'v, meaning “deviating from the proper path.” (This link
is based on the fact that in Hebrew, the letters © and W can sometimes be interchangeable.)

N2 NLID

NLWYN M WK WIR" NXIYV ,MLY NN 12 D121 12 DX X?X N7'AY 121V DX PR X Wp? v
3.'].]3 "ﬂDWn" ,"]DVJN

V27 W says: A person does not sin unless a spirit of foolishness (nvv) enters them, as
it says, “If any man’s wife goes astray), using the word “nvwn”.

This X is commenting on the 10a (quoted above) introducing the NV process. W2 wnN
connects the word nbwn (straying) with the word mvvw (foolishness). The Mmxn will build on
this concept, developing the idea that all strayings from the proper path (M1 ay) stem from
the foolishness of the yan 21X, which clouds our judgement, and tricks us into thinking that
m1ny are pleasurable.

122 N'YRAA

1AM 22K AN Npm 2°2Wn7? Yyl TANJ D'Y? NIN MIXDN 11 22817 YYD 21V 2 NYXRD XM
22K NRY AYK? D)

And the woman saw that the tree was good for food and that it was a delight to the
eyes and that the tree was desirable to make one wise, and she took of its fruit and ate; and
she gave also to her husband with her, and he ate.

This 10a describes the NyTN Yy XvN. The KN uses this 10a as an example of how the X
VN operates: by convincing us that forbidden things are "good" and "desirable." This
represents the ultimate mvw - focusing on what seems immediately physically pleasurable
while ignoring the consequences. This deception leads us 2", towards doing may.
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A?2:X2 N"wKX12
‘D?21Y 7-X "N DVY2 DY X" VY IXQ2 2UR YN

And he planted an ?wX in yavw 1X3, and called out in the name of n’, G-d of the world.

N2 NLVID XN

DNNAN NMIPNY TN?N KNP R2R RN PN 28 vp® v ank D21y 2-X 'N D DY K
avn 121y 22 a2 NIN N2 AT Y N2 1an

"And he called there in the name of 'n, G-d of the world" - v'j22 w" said: Do not read it as
"and he called” (x1j7n1) but rather "and he caused others to call” (X"j71) - this teaches that
122X DN2X caused the name of ‘n to be called by every passerby.

vn nvaa X711 na vamn

22PN DX...1272 DN? IR DY D201 1NYN D2AYN MR DM21YVA NN 22PN ' DNNAN
1?VT NN 2N 1?2 IR NN 121 NP2V 2apn MmN X2 R TR e 220X i 1o »2y

Avraham would receive the travelers. After they ate and drank, he would say to them
"Make a bracha!" ...If he agreed and blessed ‘n, he would eat and drink and go. But if he
did not agree and bless, he would say to him, "Give me what you owe me."

In this 2"1n w1 describe how bnnax used his kindness to guide others to recognize 'n.
When travelers ate at his tent, Dn1aX would redirect their thanks away from himself, telling
them they had really eaten from n's food, not his. If guests refused to acknowledge 'n,
DNNAX would present them with an impossible bill for providing wine, meat, and bread in the
middle of the desert - forcing them to realize that only 'n could have provided such things.

This waTn demonstrates the value of ToN guided by 22V, kindness that is directed for a higher
purpose, rather than kindness which comes purely from natural instinct.
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TV PR DNAN YIRD 201 2unn DMyA D°R2X0 KN N2 7227 28 DAY DD Dy

TD2

V2:7 OMAaT

And you shall know this day and consider it in your heart that 'n is D’??X in heaven above
and on earth beneath; there is no other.

This 10a describes deep knowledge of 'n which leads to ideal emotions in the heart. The
KN uses this 104 to explain the advantage of studying nminn nMma: it creates nanX and
X

Guiding Questions

1
2.

What are the two definitions for the word mvv, and how are they connected?

What is the reason that we are drawn after the desires and pleasures of this world?
What are the four levels or forms of pleasure? What name are they given in the 1nxn?
How is DN1aX an example of guiding emotions with 22w?

How does the 1xn explain the relationship between 20w and our spiritual development
when facing physical desires?

According to the 1mKn, why is learning NN - especially NN Mmna - the ultimate nyn
for a X, and what unique effect does it have on the nnwi?

What are the two negative outcomes of attaching ourselves to the pursuit of physical
pleasure?

What question might we ask ourselves when we feel tempted by the yan 1x?
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1 1XNn

Summary

In this XN, the 2"w1 21 continues to uncover the deceptive tactics the yan 71X uses to
convince us of the ultimate mow: that it is worthwhile and beneficial to sin. This exploration
will continue through 7 mnxn.

The KN starts by describing how the v 1x* works gradually. At first, the yan 21X might not
suggest doing an outright Nn"y; instead, it encourages choosing (permissible) pleasure over
investing in NN and nuxn. When we choose immediate pleasures over spiritual growth, our
nMnan val grows stronger while our connection to 'N becomes harder to feel.

Every nnwi has an unbreakable bond with 'n, so much so that a Tx will ultimately choose to
give up everything rather than abandon v»pw X, The yIn X, however, deceives us into
thinking that doing an n1"ay will have no real effect on this bond.

As our "MnKn explains, this is far from the truth. When we make choices that go against 'n's
will, we're choosing to receive N1’n through na'2p, rather than through nwaTp. The difference
is stark: the m’n which comes through nwhTp is direct, deep, and lasting, while the ni’n which
comes through nNa'2p is contracted, shallow, and temporary.

Key Words and Ideas
nMmnan val

Our human self that seeks survival and personal gratification, formed from nxi1 na*2p.

np2N val
Our nnv, a literal piece of N" which desires only to be connected to n'n.

mxnvLN Ma2p Wi?2v This literally means “three completely impure shells/husks.” Unlike na*2p
N1 (meaning “shining husk” which contains some potential for good), these three ma2
cannot be elevated. These ma 7z receive their life force only from “D»NX N1'NY” (see below).
Forbidden foods (like non-kosher food) or forbidden actions (M1 ay) are all part of vi?2w
NMIXNLN MAa?2p.
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NANKXR RLO

This phrase literally means “the other side.” This is the realm of na»2jz,nxn1v, and evil which
opposes NW1T. The XINX XILD is not, 1"N, a force separate from n'. Like everything else in
creation, it must be created and sustained by n'. But it receives its lifeforce in a concealed,
indirect way. (See “D»MNX N1'N1" below.)

0"Ma Nnrna

This phrase literally means “in a way of facing.” It is used to describe n1’n which is given
willingly and directly. When 'n gives life to nw1Tp, it's D1a N1'Nan - because He inherently
desires it. The "MXn compares this to someone who joyfully gives a beloved friend a gift,
while facing them and giving them a broad smile. This form of m’n powers true spiritual life
and vitality. The "mnrn explains that only things which receive n’n through 0”14 n1na can be
called truly “alive” in a spiritual sense.

D"MINXR N2*Na

This phrase literally means “in a backwards way." This describes m’n given unwillingly and
indirectly, in contrast to 014 N1'NAa. The MMKN compares this to someone throwing something
over their shoulder to an enemy without looking at them. ma*2j? receive sustenance from 'n
through D»mNx N1 N2 - reluctantly, and without 'n revealing Himself. This indirect, concealed
form of mi’n is not true and lasting. Therefore, ma 27 are associated with death.

N

This word literally means “surrounding” or “transcendent.” In our MKnN, this word describes
nrn from 0" which remains hidden and external to the receiver, rather than being revealed,
internalized and integrated. NANX XVLD receives N1’N from N, but only 9*7na - this allows
na2p to get n1'n from 'n, without it being elevated by Him or 7v1 to Him.
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?”TN MNNM D1Pa
NP Nav

1?12 MRV TY ,72 NYY 1?2 INIX 1NN 12 AYY 1?2 TNIX DN YN X 7Y NN X0 )0
N7 NTay mawn

“This is the craft of the y1n 1X»: today it tells him to do this, tomorrow it tells him to do
that, until it tells him to go worship idols.”

This Xna is describing the y1n 1X's strategy of gradual seduction. The Inxn uses this to
illustrate how the y1n 1x* doesn’t immediately tempt us with major sins because it knows that
wouldn’t work. Instead, it begins with permitted things, then gradually leads us toward
forbidden actions.

ap N 2N 1Mt
NNNWIT RAPIN RAT KY21IN ,RNNYIT XY21N XanT Xapin
“Strengthening the body weakens the soul, weakening the body, strengthens the soul.”

This principle, commonly cited in m™DN, is a paraphrase from the 7n11. It expresses the inverse
relationship between physical and spiritual strength. The "MXn uses this to explain how
strengthening our N'nnan wai through indulgence in desires (even permitted ones)
automatically weakens our npp2xn wal.

n»?wwa 0MNaT

WNY 7PN 122 MIWA 2 TN DIPY INKRY? 12222 2nm DRI N2RD N2TIR Vnva Nt
RNXDTIR MDD NI9D

"And it will be, when he hears the words of this curse, he will bless himself in his heart
saying: ‘Peace will be mine, for I will walk in the stubbornness of my heart and will join
the satiated with the thirsty””

This 104 is part of a speech of rebuke 11221 nwn gave the Jewish people before his passing.
NN warns against someone who convinces themselves that they can follow their heart's
desires — going against the will of 'n" — without consequences. The InKnN quotes this 7104 as a
description of the mvw of the yan 1x: the idea that we can sin while maintaining our
relationship with 'n.

In future D NNN, this 10a will be analyzed in great detail.
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102 DNaT
VN NXY Ninn DR 2100 DX DPNN DR DD Ma? NN nxa
“See, | have set before you today life and good, death and evil.”

This 104 establishes that choices have real spiritual consequences. It also aligns D»n with 21V,
and V1 with nmn. The Inkn uses this to contrast the yan 1x''s false promise that m1ay are
good and pleasurable with the nn’s truth: forbidden actions are “evil” and “deathly.” As the
nrn will explain, this isn't just metaphorical; forbidden actions connect us with na'?j, and
disconnect us from 0, the only true source of life.

@ N
NYT DA 1227N21 YIND WYIR Taxpn D21V 77m 0»N DRPNTNIN NRX DRYX mnn

“But 'n is the true G-d - He is the living G-d and eternal King. When He becomes angry,
the earth trembles, and the nations cannot withstand His wrath.”

In this 1D, X210 NN contrasts ‘N with the idols that the other nations worship. Idols
appear powerful but are ultimately lifeless and temporary. In contrast, 'n is described with
three essential qualities: He is nnX (true - eternal and unchanging), o»n (living - the source
of all real life), and D1y 712n (eternal King - His sovereignty never ends). The 1nxn focuses on
the connection between the first two qualities: because 0 is absolute NnX - meaning He
never changes or ceases to exist - He is therefore the source of true life.

v:N N1a navn
M2V TNK 027270027200 DAN DDA7X .09 ,0MA72RN DN

“Waters that “lie” are unfit. The following are “waters that lie”: those that dry up even once in
a seven year cycle.”

This niwn deals with determining which water sources qualify to be used for the sprinkling of
the NMmTX N1a ash-water mixture. Streams that sometimes dry up are called Daron (lying)
because they're unreliable - even if they fail only once in seven years, they're 210a for the
purposes of NMTX N1a. The XN uses this N3N to support the idea that anything with
interruption or end is considered “false” (212), while only that which is eternal is considered
“true” (NnK).

© Batsheva Learning Center 13



T'D2
Kuntres Umaayon Study Guide

9. T2 279 1N 21T MAaN

DN NXIPZ1 NN .0”N DN?XR NID NNXR DN2R ‘M (:210m) n"apn .0 N IRz vy

DM2QT) ‘NIY DMN IRIRI 2RI AYIRND N'DNIN DA DR Thn? X' 0»N Yy (N":"a02wn) 'Maw

...01N 02212 0N D2NPX 'Na DPaTh DNXY (T

“Ten things are called ‘life’: The Holy One... ‘And ‘N is the true G-d, He is the living G-d.
Torah is called life, as it says: ‘It is a tree of life to those who grasp it, and those who
support it are fortunate.’ Israel are called life, as it says: ‘And you who cling to ‘n your
G-d are all alive today...””

This teaching from 1n1 2217 MaN explains that the term “life” has a specific meaning - it refers
to things connected to 'n"s truth. The M~nN uses this to demonstrate that true life comes only
through connection to 'n. NN is called “life” because it connects us to 'n through His
wisdom and will. 2xwe» are called “life” because they are connected to 'n.

Guiding Questions

1.

Which gradual tactic does our y1n 71X use to convince us to indulge in our desires and,
ultimately, do may?

What happens when we focus on and chase our physical desires?
What is the nature of a n'p?X wal's connection to 'n? How does the yn X' undermine it?

From where does nwrT draw its life force? From where does X1NX X1LD draw its life
force?

What is the hallmark of something that is nnx?

What is the connection between NnnX and o»n?
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A 1IXN
Summary

This "nxn explains the difference between how ‘N relates to nw1Tj versus Na*?p, and why
doing M2y make a person spiritually lower than even the XaNX XL itself.

Using the 2wn of a father teaching his beloved child, the Mmxn explains how mn12x desires to
give life and energy to nW1Tp, and is therefore fully expressed there. In contrast, 'n does not
desire to give M’n to na'?jp, and does so only reluctantly, as a means to an end. As a result,
the m’n remains hidden and external — na*?j7 cannot feel 'N’s light within it, and therefore
feels independent from 'n.

Yet even XINNX XILD never actually disobeys 'n's will — it recognizes that it was created by n’
for a specific purpose. In contrast, when we do an N1y, we are intending to go against n"s
will, thereby denying His existence entirely.

Key Words and Ideas
n1aYnN M2

This literally means the exile of the n1aw. This is what happens when n's n1'n gets “trapped”
inside forces of Na'?j2. The N1V is present and providing N1°'N, but it's hidden and can't reveal
itself. This is similar to when someone is in exile or jail: they are still alive, but can't move
around or express themselves freely.

n naYop

This literally means “a shining husk.” Most things in our world — an apple hanging on a tree, a
blank piece of paper, money in your wallet - can be either elevated to nvrTj or stay in the
realm of Na'?j2, depending on how we use them. These things are not inherently nwrTp — they
lack a revealed experience of ' 0 — but they have enough spiritual potential available that can
be accessed, uplifted, and transformed into something good. That's why it is N1 na'?p
(shining shell) — its concealment is thin enough that the spark of G-dliness within it can be
revealed. This is in contrast to mxnvLn Ma2p V2w, where the “shell” is so “thick” — meaning,
the concealment of ' is so intense — that the item cannot be elevated.
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?”TN MNNM D1Pa
n:m nye»
210V YTIX K21 QWK N7 NINZX TiY 'Dax) "X 11172 NINRD NLL? NAYPD NITY NRT WYY NRY "

Now hear this, you spoiled one who sits securely, who says in her heart “I am, and there is
none besides me, | will not sit as a widow, and | will not know bereavement.”

The nwv X111 prophesies about the downfall of 213, describing how this empire considers
itself the ultimate power. The phrase “Tiy "Dax1 "1X" is a claim of ultimate arrogance. The Mmxn
uses this 10 to illustrate how the XINX XLD arrogantly possesses the attitude of “I am and
nothing else matters,” which reveals just how separate and independent it feels from 'n.

VLI PPN
MMYY IX? AN MK Y N OIX D VT NN NRRY? DX YIX A

The land of D 1xn will become desolate and ruined, and they will know that | am 'n, because
he said “The river is mine, and | made it.”

?Xp1N prophesies against Ny1a and nyna 0"Mxn claimed ownership over the Nile River, saying
"2 IR (the river is mine), and even worse, “IN'WY "IN (I made it myself). This represents the
ultimate denial of 'n's role as Creator. The InXn brings this 2104 as another example of how
na2i7 expresses its arrogance by claiming independent existence and even creative power,
denying that everything comes from 'n.

AT2 1ATNA

Nivy? "N a NXR 12Y? 2218 X2 1X? "MIAT 2K RN?Y IUK IX?N 72X D2 K20 272 72X DY?22 MR
DTN INK N 2T AWK 127N DY IR NQIL

DY?1 said to 772: “Did | not also tell your messengers whom you sent to me, saying ‘I cannot
transgress the word of 'n’ to do good or evil on my own; what 'n speaks, that | will speak.”

DV?1 represents the forces of na2p, yet even he declares that he cannot transgress 'n’s will.
The MmNn brings this 10a as an example of how even XINX X1VD recognizes ‘N and does not
disobey His will.
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Guiding Questions

1

Why does the 1rn give the ?2wn of a father teaching his son? How does this clarify the
way that mp2X interacts with nw1T? versus na2p?

. What is the difference between the explanation given in this "xn for why XaNX X1VD s

called "DNK D'?7X" versus the explanation given in 2 MRN?
What do we learn from the 2wn of a person tied up inside a sack?
What do we learn from the 2wn of the nnwa in a body?

Why does the 1nXn bring the concept that arrogance is equivalent to N7 nMay? What
does this reveal about the essence of N7 NMay?

According to this "xn, what motivates the XINX XALO? Why is a person who sins
considered even worse than the X1NX XLD itself?
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T 1IXN

Summary

This Mrn concludes the discussion that began in 2 1nKXn about the y1n 1X's deceptive
strategies for leading us to do may.

Building on what we've explained previously, this 1nxn shows the falsity of the yan 1x*'s claim
that we can sin without truly separating from 0. In reality, when we sin, we distance ourselves
from 'n and move further than the lowest spiritual forces, and we lose the status that makes
us naturally superior to all other creatures. In addition, every n1"ay blemishes the overall
connection our Nnw1 has to 'n.

Understanding this truth allows us to see past the yan 1x's deception, and avoid any
temptation for n1ay.

Key Words and Ideas
N7INIPN NaAnNNK
This phrase literally means “hidden love."

It refers to the natural love that every nnwai has for 'n, inherited from nX* ,0N12N, and 1pV..
Though distractions of daily life might conceal it, it is always there. It comes out in extreme
situations, like when a Jew is faced with a choice between abandoning their VWX or dying
N wiTp 2v. In those cases, even Jews who seem outwardly disconnected may choose to die
rather than sacrifice their connection to 'n. The 1xn explains that this very same nanx
nMmon should really prevent us from any sort of N1y, since all M2y disconnect us from "n.
It's because the mvw NN tricks us into thinking we will still remain connected, regardless, that
we continue to sin.

MN OYTARNN ‘N
This phrase literally means “the lower 'n of nnn DV."

The name of 'n, known as N1 represents 'N's light in unlimited form. The letters n-1-n-> spell
out NN NN NN - past, present, and future - ‘N as he exists beyond time and space entirely.
The letters also symbolize the process of 'n"s N1’N coming into the world.

© Batsheva Learning Center 18



T'D2
Kuntres Umaayon Study Guide

» = the initial potential, symbolized by the tiny dot of the .

n = development of that potential, symbolized by the lines of the n stretching both up-down
and side-to-side. This n is also called NnX?'v N, the upper n.”

1 = drawing that potential downward into creation, symbolized by the vertical direction of the
letter.

N = unpacking all of the details of that potential within creation. This n is also called “nxnn 0"
— "the lower 0" — because it channels and directs n1'n to all of creation.

?"7TN MNNN D?1Da
L:2? DMAT
AIN?N 220 apyr iny ‘N PN
For ‘n’s portion is His people, a7y is the cord of His inheritance.

In this 104 from 118N N'W, Nwn is teaching X1 11 about their eternal relationship with
‘N. He emphasizes that — even when they sin and face m2x — they remain 'n's chosen portion
among all the nations. nwn uses the image of a “2an" (cord) to show that ?x1v 11 are
permanently connected to ‘N, like a rope that may stretch but never breaks.

The WnKn references the explanation of this 10a from 0 729 N2WNN NIAX in XN, which uses
the metaphor of a rope to describe the nnwi’s connection to 'n. Just as a rope has one end
tied above and another below, the nnwi is connected to its source in the nkNN X"N of "0 DV’
while it is down in this world, clothed in a human body. This 22n (cord) represents the flow of
nn that keeps every nnwa alive and connected to its source. The 22N is made up of 613
“strands”, which correspond to the 613 nnxn. Doing a mxn strengthens a strand, and thus the
overall rope. Conversely, doing an N1"ay weakens the corresponding stand, as well as the rope
as a whole.
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N .N? PTNID

NIN N2 V1PN 212 NN MY DMK DN N X2V 70N 11an1 NAY 11Y2 X121 0N 320 0N
N'WXRI2 NYYN2 NTR VAN 17 10K 12V INYT MITh DXV 1NK 12T N'WRI Nvyna

Our Rabbis taught: “Man was created on naw 11y. Why? So that heretics couldn’t say he was a
partner with n”1j7n in creation. Another reason: so that if his mind becomes proud, we can say
to him: A gnat came before you in creation.”

This teaching shows us how serious an Ny really is. Even a tiny gnat, which represents the
lowest level of na"2p (it takes in but doesn’t give out), was created before man. As the "xn
explains, this is because when a person does even a minor N1y, they distance themselves
from 'N’s will more than all the impure animals and insects. For these creatures fulfill their
purpose, while the sinner rebels against 'n.

AL N'YRI2

D0 X7 7220 DT WNN WK 222 DNV 91V 72 201 PIRD TN 23 2V M2 DINN) DIRTIM
M) DT

The fear and dread of you will be upon every beast of the earth and upon every bird of
the heavens, upon everything that moves on the earth and upon all the fish of the sea; into
your hand they are given.

This 10a was said to N1 and his sons after the flood, establishing man'’s authority over all
living creatures. The word DdnmM is explained by 27N as related to m’n (life), teaching us that
as long as a person is alive, their D'i12X 07X makes all creatures afraid of them. The "Mnxn uses
this verse to show the natural superiority that humans have over other creations.

2 .NIp nav

721 21y 22X D20V N1 NT2NN 1N NNMIY2 X PR N INT 12 210 MNIR ITY?R 12 yny 1 R
INT 22 NN DDNN DOXNIN (2,0 N'WRID) MNKIY DM2DYN N NT2NN N 1NNMIY2 X NN van
2191 X7 N AR NMIX D21 Ka8 20 INKINNR D20 NNY 1D NMAN 2V D201 INNK "N DTRY
12 NNTIY TY DTN NV2IY NyT NN PR XX 12 N0 INKT XAX 12 'NTI KINN 21T 127N X2 KN
NNNad

It was taught: 1Ty2X 12 nynw 11 says: “A day-old baby doesn’t need to be protected from
weasels and mice, but even jwan 77n a1y, when dead, needs to be protected from weasels and

© Batsheva Learning Center 20



T'D2
Kuntres Umaayon Study Guide

mice.” As it says (Bereishis, 9:2): “Your fear and dread will be [upon all that is on the face of the
earth].” - as long as a person is alive, animals are afraid of them; once they die, that fear
disappears. Xaa 11 said: “We know that a lion won't attack two people.” But we see that lions
do attack! That happens as XaX 12 'n1 taught: “A wild animal can’t overpower a person
unless he seems like an animal to it.”

This X describes a duality within human nature: When we make the right choice, we can
reach incredible heights; this greatness of human beings is reflected in the fact that even a
newborn baby naturally makes all animals afraid. However, when we make the wrong choice
- becoming spiritually “dead” like \wan 712n xy - we fall below the level of the very animals
that should be afraid of us.

The MmN uses this quote to support the idea that sinning lowers humans from their elevated
status to a state which is even lower than animals.

Guiding Questions

1. What does the nv1D woman think that allows her to sin, and how does the van X trick us
into thinking in a similar way?

2. What does every TN possess that allows them to conquer their yan 1x°?

3. What do we understand about the effects of our m1ay from the fact that a gnat was
created before a human?

4. What happens to the cord that connects us to 'n when a person sins? What about a sin
that would result in N127?
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11 1AXN

Summary

nn

In this MKnN, the 2""w1 21 describes another aspect of the mvw NM: the vn 1 convinces a
person that doing Mm"ay somehow leads to good. This aspect of the yan 1x*'s deception is
described in the following 210a from 0127 14D: "MAav |yn? 12X 22 M1"Mva D 2 i D17Y
NXNXN NX MN”. (See Key Words and Ideas below).

By analyzing this 2104, the 1nkn will give us insight into what the yan 1x''s argument is and
why it is false.

As an introduction to explaining this 1Da — and, by extension, explaining how the yan 1x»
convinces us to sin — the InKXnN introduces us to the N12ab of M22n. NM27nn N1°av gives life to
all worlds, and has a constant desire (X\1X1) to go back and be one with its source, like fire that
naturally wants to rise upward. It is painful for m22n to descend into the lower worlds,
especially since our mmy cause it to have to give N1’ to Na*?p.

We will continue this discussion in the next "nxXn and reach a conclusion in X MNnN.

Key Words and Ideas
mNap Awy/Mwy-nX-nNmMa-nm»xN

These are the four spiritual worlds that exist within creation. These different worlds are not in
different physical spaces, but four different realms of reality or states of consciousness.

M?2°XXN DY is a reality where 0’ is completely and openly revealed, resulting in all creations
in that world feeling complete 210'1 to 'n. Creations in the three lower worlds - ,n7'X* ;A2
"Wy - have progressively lower awareness of N', and thus feel varying levels of independence
from Him. We exist in the world of n*wy, and thus our natural state is to feel completely
independent and separate from n".

Each world also has map Wy, which are ten modes through which " gives m’n to and runs
the world.
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M?2XNT M2a2n

ma?n is the last of of the map Wwy. The “job” of m2a2n within each world is to take that
world’s m’n and revelation of n" and channel it to the world below it. In the case of ma72n
M?2XNT, the N1"av takes the revelations of N’ from M2°xX and transmits it to the lower worlds
of N"wy-n1X-nNKMA.

ma2n of M?2'XKX is also called 7xw* N1, because all Jewish nnwi come from it. Another
name that is used to describe it is "n12W" — meaning, “['n's] presence.”

A1 XIXA

This phrase originally comes from the description that ?xj?rn* (7:X) gives of his vision of the
D'JN7n darting back and forth in Dmw. In mToN, these words are used to refer to a cycle of
longing to return to N’ up above, followed by a commitment to fulfill one’s purpose down
below.

NX1X1 means “running” - a yearning to go up toward 'n and unite with the q 'K M.

2¥ means “returning” - coming back to fulfill our purpose in this world.

rny

This is the name of the higher level of 1n2, which is the highest of the map. It serves as the
bridge between the M "X X and the world of m2xx.

?2"TN MNNM D1PAa
n»va DNMaT

72X 12?7 MMV 2 7 N DIPYY INK? 12272 112NN NRTD N?RN MAT NX yRvY? 2 N
"NXNXD NX MND Niap yn?

And when he hears the words of this curse, he will bless himself in his heart saying:
“Peace will be mine, for I will walk in the stubbornness of my heart, in order to 'map’
the satisfied with the thirsty.”
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What does the word m1ap mean?

w1 explains the word map as “joining/connecting” while 2”1 explains it as “adding/
increasing.”

In later D NXN, we will explain the deeper meaning of this 21049, as well as the explanations of
"Y1 and " T.

W PMTNID 'wn

NNNXY 2R NDID 1T NNNX .DIX1? D'RNAX 11X DYAY DNY D712V M1 CARNXT N 2y
PNIXN DR NIXY NRY? DARM

Regarding “satisfied” and “thirsty”: The satisfied are the non-Jews who are spiritually full
and don’t thirst for their Creator. The thirsty is 2X7¥» np12 who thirst and desire to fear
their Creator and fulfill His mxn.

T-a:n 2wn
NPQ'a 17N NTN NIY?I NN ANMINKI NN 1RYN P70 N7 DAY Njabn nal

For the lips of a foreign woman drip honey, and her palate is smoother than oil; but her end
is bitter as wormwood, sharp as a two-edged sword.

On a vva level, 12nN N2V is warning about the seductive but ultimately destructive nature of
the foreign woman, whose initial sweetness leads to bitterness and destruction. This means
that things that seem appealing at first can have terrible consequences. It is brought here in
the 1nXn to describe how the y1n X operates - just like the N7 WK, it makes false promises
that seem sweet; but the end result is bitter and destructive.

:nnp D'2nn
MM 1T 222 AR7Wnm ombYiy 22 man aman
Your kingdom is a kingdom over all worlds, and Your dominion is in every generation.

The KN cites this to establish that m22nin N1 av serve as the source and root of all worlds -
NX' ,NNN], and N°'WY. The phrase "Dy 722" emphasizes that every world derives its
existence and vitality from the n1ap of ma2n, channeling N1°’n throughout all levels of
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creation.
1:L NNl

WX 221 DM Y2V WK 221 YIRD DXIX 721 DYDY DMYD DX DMWY NRKR 727 N KN NRKR
‘ONNAYN 77 DMYD X1X1 0?2 NX MNDN NNKX) Dl

You alone are 'n, You made the heavens, the heavens of heavens and all their hosts, the earth
and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them, and You give life to them all, and the
host of heaven bows down to you.

On a vva level, this 10a is part of Nn'N's prayer acknowledging 'n as the sole Creator and
Sustainer of all existence. This shows that 'n not only created everything but continuously
gives life and sustains all of creation. It is brought in the "Mxn to show that NnNx- "you give life
to all” - all the letters from 'X to 'Nn (represented in the word nnK) that flow from ma2n are
what keep every created being alive and existing.

A P12 V2R NN T A
Ta22 M X0 N2 TR NN D21YN X12) X2 TY

Before the world was created, there was the Holy One, blessed be He, and His name
alone.

This w1Tn teaches about the state of the world pre-creation, when only 'n and His “name”
(meaning, his revelation) existed. It is brought here in the Inkn to explain that before creation,
DWN (the name) that would become the source of all worlds was united with 'n. This is why
ma2n (which is also called the Dw — or the expression of — ') has such a strong XX (desire to
return). It was originally united with its source and naturally wants to return to that state of
unity.

a2 02NN
QTN D71Y7 07K N DT X2 Ti2) 700 1wn?

So that my soul may sing praise to You and not be silent; 'n my God, forever | will thank
You.
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On a vwa level, 12nn M7 is expressing his desire to constantly praise 'n. It is brought in the
KN to illustrate the concept of Nix1 - the constant movement and yearning of m122n to rise
upward to its source, just like our nnwi naturally wants to continuously reach toward 'n.

N"Y RXp 2 P20 1t
AV X1 AR?Y XRNNM? TN IR ARNN XN

The lower light constantly calls to the upper light and never stops.

This "7 passage describes the reality of how lower levels of X constantly yearn for and call
out to higher levels. It is brought here in the "nXn to explain the inner nature of M2J?n - even
though it has descended to give life to the worlds, it maintains a constant pull upward, always

“calling” to return to its higher source in M X NX.

T2 NMYRKIA
DMV VIR D'P2X N NiYY DA DRIANA YIRD] DAY NIT7IN N7

These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created, on the day
that D’j217X 'n made heaven and earth.

A NYAa N'YKXIA na vAaTn

.ONX12 “n”2:0X11N]

When they were created: with a “n” He created them.

This wa breaks up the word “DK12N1" — “when they were created” into the phrase “DX12 "N"1"
— meaning that 'n used the letter “n" to create the world. It is brought here in the "1nkn to
support the idea that the letter "n" (representing M22n N1N21) gives life to the lower worlds.

VI NN
V20 yXa vad ‘N DX WX MAT N2 Xi?2D

Is not My word like fire, declares 'n, and like a hammer that breaks rock into pieces?
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On a vva level, the X1 is describing the powerful nature of 'n’s word - it's like fire that burns
and a hammer that can break even the hardest stone. It is brought here in the 1nkn to
support the comparison between m22n and fire - just as fire naturally rises upward, so too 'n's
word (M2?n) naturally wants to rise upward to its source.

T3 XRNNMNa N2’k vaTn

DX 9”7, D0NAK A2 MK ,NIND 2V NIYY 7KW1 Ty 972K N3 NPNIK DNV D1WY Ik2 TN
12 NNQI 1D N 2V KN 112 Wi N223Y DI MD7,DNNX DI 7KW T2 DRI NPNIRD 227 UK
TX? 972K NTRY TN 2122 TY? IR DN K2R IV NAK M22p K2, 078 N 2IR (0 ninv)
72XV DDA Tyn? N7 NNNRA DA NTYD K21 TR

Immediately the twenty-two letters [of the 2-X] came. The letter “X” came to testify against
?XW 12, that they had transgressed the nin. 122X DN12X said to her: “X, you are the head
of all of the letters, and you come to testify against 2x1v? °11 on the day of her distress?
Remember the day when n’ revealed Himself on *1’D 10 and opened with you: “212X ‘N "2IX".
No nation or tongue accepted you except my children, and you come to testify against them?

The letter “X” immediately stood to the side, and did not testify. The letter “2” came to
testify...

This waTn describes how the letters of the N2 92X came to testify about the sins of 28w 13,
and how 112X DX responded. It is brought in the Mkn to explain that the letters above
are fundamentally different from human words - they have their own X1 (will) and nnan
(wisdom), unlike ours which are just lifeless tools for expressing thoughts.

N"Y RXp 2 p?n it

TV D 17T NNIA NWIR 220Nn% X922 X2 T 1NNT 12°NT 1R XD 17NN 1INRT XNywa
TV NN XM KTN XTIRPIT 1T N2N NN NXTANN K27

When it is in great love, from the pressure of love that it cannot bear, it diminishes
itself greatly until nothing is seen of it except a tiny point, and what is it? The T"1.

This "7 passage describes the intense spiritual longing of m2a2n to unite with her Source. As
the MnNn explains, the "n” (which is m22n) wants to transform into a 71 (representing a
return to its source, united with 'n).
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2"y v pP2an
XY NX vy 2?
Go and diminish yourself.

This phrase is from a famous story in the X1 where the moon is told to make itself smaller. It
is brought here in the 1mkn to describe how M2a?n, which is compared to the moon, descends
and "become smaller” by taking on the role of giving life to the lower worlds of -n'x-nxN2
Ny, rather than remaining in its high spiritual state, one with n'.

In the continuation of that same story, n‘comforts the moon who is sad because it is small, by
telling it that many great 07X (like 2xmw and MT) will also call themselves “small.” This part
of the story, and how it relates to m2?2n, will be explained in the next 1nxn.

n:N2 Nnvy
:DIIN2 NIV VTN 22 1N
And they shall make for Me a sanctuary, and | will dwell among them.

On a vwa level, 'n is commanding ?X1v 12 to build the 1awn. It is brought here in the Mxn
to explain the concept of the N1Jw investing itself in the lower worlds, with the D'wpn wIR
serving as the central point where the n12w was most revealed.

n:n 2wn
22NN DMTYX 2IKY NI NI 20220 0N NYT 221 MPha N N2°D) NYK

The foolish woman is noisy; she is simple and knows nothing. Her feet go down to death;
her steps lead to the grave.

On a vwa level, 17nn N2V is warning against a path of foolishness that leads to spiritual
death. It is brought here in the M~Xn to describe what happens when mn flows to na?p- it's
described as "mn M1 N"2x1" (her feet descend to death), showing how the n12Jv's light can
unfortunately end up giving n1’n to Na?j, when people choose may.
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7LV KM

IN2 DAX 12¥N TYin P0R? NWY? 121 DNKDN 227 DPYWam 2812 12 NKAR WTpD 2y 1801
:DnKAY

And he shall atone for the holy place from the impurities of ?xv 212 and from their
transgressions for all their sins; and so he shall do for the Tvin 2nX which dwells with them
in the midst of their impurities.

On a vwa level, this 1Da describes the N2y of Mmad 01 where the 2172102 brings a nXvN 127
to atone for may like entering the 12wn while xnv.

It is brought here in the Mxn to show why ma2n was hesitant about its mission - because
descending to give life to worlds where people have n1°’Na means that it would have to “dwell
in the midst of impurity” and give Nn1’n even to na'?p.

AwL' 12TNA

172 7KW KIND WaIn NNII NV "N 12WN N KPDD? K?) M2 WK DTXD VY913 NN yan 23
12 INRRY TIY R KDV 12y PIT K2 D)

Anyone who touches a dead person and does not purify himself defiles ‘n’s ]own, and that
person shall be cut off from ?2X1w because the water of purification was not sprinkled on him;
he remains Xnv, his NXM s still upon him.

On a vwa level, this 104 teaches about nn NXMvL and how failing to make oneself NNV
affects and contaminates the 12wn. This 108 demonstrates how our actions can negatively
impact the place 'n dwells. It is brought here in the 1nxn to further illustrate why ma2n is
reluctant to descend into this world.

N1 mye»?

D2NI1Y2 10 12 DINKX NN YN VIR M IK NTANZY AWK DIAX NMINMI 18D N7'X ‘N INK NI
‘DIAX NN?Y DWW DN1IN)

Thus says 'N: Where is your mother’s bill of divorce with which | sent her away? Or which of My
creditors did | sell you to? Look, you were sold for your sins, and for your transgressions
your mother was sent away.

© Batsheva Learning Center 29



T'D2
Kuntres Umaayon Study Guide

On a vwa level, the X211 is addressing ?Xw? "12 in M), explaining that their separation from

N isn't because He abandoned them, but because their m1"ay caused the separation. It is

brought here in the 1nkn to explain what causes N12wn M2 - it's our D'YwA (transgressions)

that force the N12v into exile, making the n12VW's influence concealed and contracted until

NN can even be given to Na2p.

Guiding Questions

1. According to "1 and the "1, what are the two explanations of the word map, and what
does the NXNXN NX M1N MAav |yn?” ,10a” mean? Who are the m1n and nxnx?

2. What are the two questions the 1"w1 "1 asks on the 10a of .22 ' m2w"?

3. What does j10a of “D710 NX n*Nn nnNX1” hint to the Nnap of ma2n? Why is ma?n called a
nw?

4. What is the constant inner desire of m22n Nn1N2, and how does the "Mnxkn compare this to
fire?

5. What is the fundamental difference between human speech and 'n’'s speech? What special
quality do the mPmix of 'n's speech possess?

6. Why does the "n" (representing Mm22n) want to transform into a 17"1?

7. What is the n12w and why is it compared to the heart of the world?

8. Why was ma2n reluctant to do her mission of “nxy nX *wym 22"?
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1 10K

Summary

This Mmnn further explores the descent of m22n, and our mnvy, into this world. The purpose
of their descent is ultimately to elevate the lower worlds, and allow a powerful revelation of 'n
to shine. This process will reach completion, in its ultimate sense, when N*wn comes.

Until that time, both the Nn1"ap of M22n and our MnNwa experience a powerful thirst for MP1?x,
which cannot be fully quenched in this world where 'n is concealed.

In contrast, the n'nnan wal is N - satisfied. This is because the N™nan wai desires physical
pleasures that are readily available.

The y1n X deceives us into believing that we can live life according to the desires of the wai
NMnan and still receive Nn1'n from the n1*ap of Ma?n. In truth, however, this n1*’n cannot and
will not last.

Key Words and Ideas
DN OV vs. NN DY

The different names of 'n describe different ways in which He appears to us. n"nn DV
represents 'N’'s Essence which is beyond nature. 02X DV represents 'n as He invests Himself
within and governs the physical world with its rules, boundaries, and limitations.

oM an nmay

This means the work of refining this physical world and elevating the sparks of holiness
embedded within it. We do this when we use physical things for holy purposes: eating to have
strength for nnxn, making money to give njTX, or even just appreciating 'n’'s creation. The
nrn explains that accomplishing this task is the whole purpose of why m122n (and our ninwi)
descend into lower, more physical realms.
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NMNNN Navn vs. NMRxXnn ny»m

These are two very different levels of knowing something. mxxnn Ny means you know that
something exists. mMnNNN NAwn means you truly understand its essence and what it is.

Right now, we can only have mxXxnn ny T of 'n - we know He exists, we can see His effects in
the world, but we can't truly grasp or describe who He is, in essence. As the 1nxn explains,
this is why the 212X wai cannot satisfy its spiritual longing: 'n’s true essence remains hidden
from us.

?"7TN MNNN DY71Da
1:NJ MW
27 PNX Yynvn 22 02X Y2 Ny pnY N1Y mMxm
And N1V said: “’n has made laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh with me.”

On a vwa level, "V is expressing her joy at the miraculous birth of nx* when she was ninety
years old. After years of being unable to have children, 'n fulfilled His promise and gave her a
son, causing her tremendous happiness - “laughter”

It is brought here in the 1kn to explain that specifically because of the name 22X - which
represents the expression of 'n that creates physical existence and material challenges — that
we are able to bring deep xyn to 'n.

N:N N'WNXI]
YIXD X1 DNV DX D2 N1 WRI2
In the beginning, 'n created the heavens and the earth.

This is the opening verse of the NN, describing how ‘N created the entire universe. The name
D'2?X is specifically used here, as it describes 'n as the creator of the natural world with its
laws and limitations.
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1V:N? YYwNn
NAVI? PN ANA? 9V 1M 022 Tivd NNy

She rises while it is still night and gives food to her household and portions to her
maidservants.

On a vwa level, this 1Da describes the ’n NWX who wakes early to provide for her family’s
needs. The word qv literally means “prey” or “food,” showing her dedication to caring for
those under her responsibility.

In the the context of this "KXnN, the woman in this 104 is a reference to M2%n, and the food
or prey symbolizes the D1,

9L has the X™vna of 289 (80=9,200=1,9=V), which is the same as the X™vnx number of
mxix1 hidden in the world: n"an (when utilizing the method of 22100 Dy Xvna).

n:T NMoar

9IN21 Y222 1INNXD D20 27X DXN IINTRD DN 2K DXN D2¢171) 0PN DM IRY? XIND D2
e

And it will be on that day that living waters will flow out from D21, half of them
toward the eastern sea and half toward the western sea; in summer and winter it will be.

On a vwa level, the X211 is describing N*wnn min* when nirn will flow from 02w (and the
VT7nn N1) to the entire world. The “eastern sea” refers to the Dead Sea, and this represents
how even the most “"dead” places will receive life.

It is brought here in the 1xn to illustrate what will happen when n"wn comes, after ma2n
completes all the D112 m22n (represented by D*2vi?) will transform from being the lowest
of all of the m*ap, which receives from the m1ap above i, to being the source of ni’n for the
other map.

2:» nwen
AN DX NIRY PPV 0PI TV Q22 X2 Y07 DX DN? 1T D27 1N

And 'n will give you bread of adversity and water of affliction, but your Teacher will no
longer hide Himself, and your eyes will see your Teacher.

1. This is a common method used in many NMMWNA; when the XLVNA is off by just one number, that is not seen as an issue, and one number is added to
account for the value of the word as a whole. In this case, N"91 =s 288. Then we add +1 for the value of the entire word N"97, equaling 289.
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On a vwa level, N"yv is prophesying about a time when, after a period of difficulty, 'n will
reveal Himself clearly to ?xw DV. The “Teacher” (1Mn) refers to 'n Himself, who will no longer
be concealed but will be openly visible.

It is brought in the MKnN to explain why the N'2xn wai remains NXNX (thirsty) in this world.
Currently, in this physical world we only have mix'xnin nawn (a knowledge that 0’ exists). We
don't have minnn nawn (a grasp of what mp2x is like) — though we will have it when n'wn
comes. Therefore, the Nnw1’'s thirst for 'n cannot be satisfied.

2:NIp NAY XN
X17TNN PNYT NY21 X220 KYT N2
There is nothing poorer than a dog and nothing richer than a pig.

The Xna explains that a dog is poor because its food is rare and it depends on people for
food scraps, often going hungry. But a pig is rich because it eats garbage that is readily
available - it can always find something to satisfy its appetite without difficulty.

This concept is brought here in the 1nkn to explain how the Nn"ninan wai can easily satisfy its
desires, because mwa pleasures are readily available in this world.

A:vn 02NN
ANTAI NINN22 2Yn) 122 22722 DX
A person in honor who does not understand is compared to animals and is like them.

On a vwa level, 12nn M7 is teaching us that when people have honor or status but lack
understanding and proper behavior, they become no different from animals.

It is brought here in the Mmkn to explain how Jewish sinners receive N1°n. Like animals, they
draw their n1’n for their body and n'nan wai from na*?p - indirectly and without alignment
with ' n's will - rather than from the realm of nwrTp.
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Guiding Questions

1. What makes the descent of the nnwi into a body worthwhile, and what does it accomplish
through this process? Which iz10a from wmin hints to this idea?

2. How does m2?nin n1ap’s N to the lower worlds parallel what happens with the nnwa?
3. What happens when m22n completes refining all of the sparks of nv1Tjp in this world?
4. What characterizes someone in a state of N1 versus someone who is NXNx?

5. What does the phrase nknXn NX NN Mav 1wn? mean (according to x j71a of the MKnN),
and how does this process work?

6. How does the way a "X who sins receive lifeforce from 'n differ from the way a non-Jew
does?
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1 1NKXN

Summary

This "nxn deepens our understanding of how n1’n from 'n flows differently to nvrT and
na2, and why a TN can only temporarily receive m’n while connected to na*?jp.

78w 12 receive lifeforce from 'n from His na - due to His innermost desire — through
their performance of nwy nixn and avoiding NnWyn X? nxn.

When a T'X sins, he temporarily causes na'2p to receive more N1’n than usual, since a TX's
nnw1 and the nxn he has performed allow them to channel n1'n from nw1TpP. However, this
cannot last: eventually the sinner stops receiving m’n, and the ma 27 themselves take revenge
on him.

Key Words and Ideas
2219 MX

There are two fundamental ways that 'n relates to the world. X2rin X (literally: filling light) is
when 'n expresses Himself in a limited way, which can be felt and revealed within this world.
2210 KX (literally: “transcendent light”) refers to 'n’s infinite, unlimited expression. 1210 MX is
present everywhere but is too lofty to be grasped or revealed. .

mn2yn nn»by

At certain times, the upper worlds become completely focused on receiving ni’n from above,
causing them to temporarily stop transmitting n1’n to the levels beneath them. The 1nxn
explains that during these times, the ma 2 receive no n’n at all. Since they can only receive
nN as a side effect, after it first flows to nvrT, when the flow of n1’n to nwaTP pauses, the
ma2p are cut off as well.

(Nav is one example of a time when nin21yin N»?y takes place.)
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?"TN MNNM D1PAa
N2:11727Tna
N0 2R M NN YN N AN
May 'n bless you and guard you; may ‘n make His face shine upon you and show you favor.

This 104 is part of D102 N212. On a vwa level, this N212 asks 'N to show favor to 2xw "3,
represented by the image of His “face shining” upon them.

It is brought here in the InKN to demonstrate that 27X 211 specifically receive the \n1a
mMmna of 'n’s 1X1 — meaning, ‘N has a deep and inherent desire to give n’n to the 1TX.

n:n Dnn
Y1 AN X2 DN YWY Yan 2X N7 D
For You are not a God who desires wickedness; evil cannot dwell with You.

On a vva level, this 10a expresses 17nn MT's confidence that 'n will help him defeat his
enemies, since N despises evil.

It is brought here in the 1Kn to explain why Nnwyn X2 mixn are necessary - they ensure that
228 MR doesn't flow to places that are mv (hated) by 'n.

n:an nye»
D2°'Da? "N7NM AR X2 INX? *TiaN Ny XN N OIX
I am 'n, that is My name, and My glory I will not give to another, nor My praise to idols.

This declaration by X210 10°Ww* emphasizes 'n’s absolute uniqueness, and the fact that His
divine glory is not shared with false gods or idols.

It is brought here in the Mkn to explain why someone involved in M2y cannot receive NN
from 'n. Since "N will not allow His glory to dwell in places connected to na*2p or forbidden
things, a person must to be able to receive n1'n from nwrTp.
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TV 02NN
N M2T 2WN1 10N DRIV NRX A Y MM XYM pN 1ab? 7% Nn DR?X "X Yy

But to the wicked, 'n says: “What right do you have to speak My laws and carry My
covenant on your lips when you hate discipline and throw My words behind you?”

On a vwa level, this 1Da is part of a long rebuke of those who speak about nn, but don't
practice what they preach.

It is brought in the M~XnN to support the idea the NN learning and mxn observance of
someone who hasn't done n21wn are not desirable to 'n. Even if such a person studies and
performs Mmixn, his m1ay makes it impossible for his NN and nuxn to draw down 'n’s light.

Guiding Questions
1. What are the two ways that mi’n flows from 'n, and which type do ?2xw» 121 receive?
2. How does the king's feast 2wn help us understand these two forms of mrn?

3. What is the main purpose of mxm nmn according to this 1nxn, and how do nwy nixn and
NWYN X? mxn work together?

4. What type of ni’n does X receive if he does m"ay? Why does he initially get extra nrn,
but then get cut off?

5. According to the 1nxn, why doesn’t 'n accept the nin and mxn of someone who hasn't
done n1wwn?
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n 1nKXN

Summary
This Mrn explains why na*?j? can potentially receive more abundant m’n than nwrTp.

This is because nw1Tp receives N1'N only from within Mm?v2nwin 1T0. Meaning, it is measured,
calculated, and given only in limited amounts to those who are deserving. Therefore, within
m2v?2nvin 11D, na'?? does not and cannot receive Ni'N.

But there's a higher level of m12x, beyond m2w2nwin 179, which is beyond all structure and
limitation — this level is called ""2yn 92n.” On this level, the actions of limited, created beings
do not make any impact. Therefore, even na"2j can receive m'n, and not just in limited
measure, but abundantly.

Key Words and Ideas
DNX"NN NP

This phrase literally means “the nursing of the ma2p." It refers to how ma'?2j? receive extra
nrn by latching onto and leeching from nwrp.

m>v nwn 110

This literally translates to: “the ordered chain of descent.” It refers to the organized system of
worlds and spiritual levels 'n created to reveal Himself and interact with creation. Within 11D
m2v2nwin, 'n reveals Himself in a limited way, and our actions impact what kind of nyawn we
receive from Him. "Outside” of m2v2nwin 1T10- to 'n Himself, as He is beyond any limitation

— the actions of creations do not impact 'n; therefore, the nyawn is abundant, and might be
given even to those who are undeserving.

191X IR

This phrase literally means “long face.” It is the lower level of the Nn1*ap of 12, and serves as a
bridge between the qmb "X X and the created worlds. It remains above the worlds, but is
connected to the worlds, such that it can channel n1’n into them.
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?"TN MNNM D1PAa

A NIYN N 278 MaxX nmavn

XNV TY1 KA 1°DWan 1N NINITR 22W 11187 0'ax 7IX NAR2 Y'Tin? N1 V1 DTRA DINIT Ny
1'DWON 1N NN 22W 11497 Daxk 1IN NN Y'TiN? DNNAX TV DIN NINIT NWY 22100 M DX DY
0?72 12V 22121 DNNAX KAY TV PR

There were ten generations from DX until NJ; this teaches us how patient He is, for all
these generations kept angering Him until He brought upon them the waters of the flood.
There were ten generations from N1 until DN12X; this teaches us how patient He is, for all
these generations kept angering Him, until DN12X came and received the reward of them all.

This n1wn establishes that 'n sustained twenty generations of sinful people due to His 71
Dax (patience). The 1KXnN connects the phrase of “Dax 1IX" to the kabbalistic level of "X
1"21X", which is beyond m?w?nwn 1T0. On that level, our actions don't affect n’; therefore,
even DWW can receive Nyvan.

20 Pany
DWYN? D'ax IR D TX? DYaN 1IN K7X 7'7 ')yAN X 7IX D'aX 71X 2NIT NN

What does the verse mean when it says D’ax 71X [plural form of “patience”]? It should say
qX 77X [singular form of “patience”]! Rather, D*aX 71X indicates patience for [two
categories of people,] D' T1X and D'ywA.

112 INR?N
DN*20 N7 1Y 12 DRNI MY K2 "N K ")
For I am 'n, I have not changed, and you, children of 27y, have not been destroyed.

In MTDN NKN, this 2104 is often used to support the idea that 'n Himself remains unaffected
by creation.
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7-1:12 AN
NP 7N NN IR 17 )R NN NRTX DX .17 NYYR DR 'YYa 127 ia 2yan nn NXvN OX

If you sin, what do you accomplish against Him? If your transgressions multiply, what
do you do to Him? If you are righteous, what do you give Him, or what does He receive
from your hand?

This 104 expresses that human actions - good or bad - cannot affect 'n Himself. 'n is
unlimited and unchanging; our limited physical actions surely cannot impact Him. The Mmxn
brings this to reinforce the idea that m© X X, as it is beyond m?v?nwin 11D, is completely
unaffected by our actions.

™Tm nwviai?3? naawvan

NA2 NNX 2V NIN DA 11T DX 12 D'DINN 222 XMa0 2R DAY MmN NIAX 1277 DN 2-X0
N7 NIN AN WiTpn'? @Y7 DX NN "1 NIIAD DR 1N 91X? K2X NIXAN 1202 X2 10X 11 01
NIMAN DX 102 9IX?7 XZ2X NIXAN 1IN X2 0 97V 10 LDIYY M IR INIXD N LDIYY

“G-d’s way is perfect, ‘n’s word is refined, He is a shield for all who take shelter in Him”
(X?2:n* 0*2'nn) - if His ways are perfect, how much more so is He [perfect]! 11 said: The mxn
were only given to refine people. What difference does it make to xX1n 7172 wiTzn whether
someone slaughters from the front of the neck or from the back? Rather, the mxn were only
given to refine people.

This wa explains that the purpose of nmxn cannot be to give anything to 'n, because He is
perfect. Rather, the point of nmxn is to help and refine us. The "1nXn brings this teaching to
further support the idea that our actions only matter within the construct of m?v2nwn 170.

n2:12 NNy
12770 17NN MDD TRM DX ANNZ DX 1N DR2X ‘N NX DNTaN

You will serve 'n your G-d, and He will bless your bread and your water, and | will remove
illness from among you.

This 1pa promises that proper service of 'n brings m212 of sustenance and health. The 1xn
points out that the phrase “serving 'n” indicates that our actions do make a difference to Him,
and clarifies that this is only true within m2w?nwin 1.
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N D'NPAa

1N X211n21ya X0 PN YiTpn X2V NNITI7D 7222 "N T2 1TIN "D 10 M7 12 YWin' 21 X
1TPN2 DNIX 1N NN DY

1712 YW1 20 said: These twenty-six “1TIin’s” [verses in 21T7an 220, which is pha 02NN
12j7] correspond to the twenty-six generations after X1n 7112 1T created His world
and but did not give the n11n, yet He sustained [His creations] due to His kindness.

The MmN brings this Xna to support the idea that D'ywn receive nyawn from 'N’s ToN that is
above m?v?nwn 1TD.

N:V N?2np

NV 770 NNX WX 2INY2 NRAN NYT 112N nwvyn PR 2 10 DV T? X2 DN WY 01137

| saw under the sun that the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong, and also
bread does not come to the wise, nor wealth to the understanding, nor favor to those with
knowledge, for there is no action, calculation, knowledge, or wisdom in 2\x¥ where you
are going.

121NN NNV says that that in 218w (the netherworld, or Diny) there's no calculation. The Mxn
uses this 1Da to support the idea that the nvawn given from beyond m2v'2nwin 179, which
can go even to DWWV, is abundant. It is not measured and calculated, like the nyawn given
within m?w?nwn 1.

72:X2 127Tna
1IND Y 121301 NJAN 11AVN IR D?2WAN NRT )2 7Y

Therefore, those who recite parables say: Come to [the city of] nawn, let it be be built and
established as the city of nn'p.
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Ny R71N2a Xaa

N7"2Y 12W1 NIV Ta) NIXN TPaN D21y 2V 111awn 21YN2 INA 11aYN INA D72WNN IR 12 7Y
nTean T

“Therefore, those who recite parables (D'?wn) say, come to nawn” - Come and let us
calculate (21wnn) the world’s accounting: weigh the loss of a N1Xn against its reward,
and the reward of a N1'ay against its loss.

On a vwa level, the 10a refers to rebuilding the city nawn that belonged to nN'®. The X
interprets this 710a metaphorically: D"?¥nn means “those who rule (?vn) over their yan X"
and Nawn means “calculation.” The 0*?wn say we should calculate the consequences of our
actions - when tempted to do an Ny, weigh its temporary pleasure against long-term
damage; when a mxn seems difficult, weigh its temporary cost against eternal reward.

The Mm~n brings this as part of its explanation of how, within m2v2nwin 11D, there are precise
consequences for our actions.

™ nNXx1

2L D’ NXXIN NINAY NRXINN YN ,0™M1820 D TV NIYD YR 12 D2IXp DTX ?Y 1»Pnidit 22
17 12Din — q90in DX1,i7 PNNIa — NNa DXRY ,NIA TN?N7 1712 NRXINL

All of a person’s sustenance is predetermined [during the time period between] wX1
Mwin and Mad on, aside from expenses for 210 D1 ,Nav and N11°N. If one [spends less], [his
sustenance] is lessened; if one [spends] more, [his sustenance] is increased.

™ Nlvn vKkA

2022 112 DTN AR N2 27 .0MP2A7 12TRAM NXAY D1 222 11T DTN NN D1 127
123020 DWYN? XY Y.

D1 127 says: A person is judged every day, as it says: “You visit him every morning.” *21
JN1 says: A person is judged every hour, as it says: “You test him every moment.”

D1 11 says that we're judged daily. *©1 227's view is based on the 10a of "D"MP2? NTRPaAM” -
“You visit/recall him every morning” (N1 21X).d 1N "1 goes further, saying we're judged
hourly based on the j1Da of "111n2N D'Wa1?" - “You test him every moment” (N7 21K).
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The anKn brings this teaching to show how precisely Nawn operates - there is constant,
detailed calculation of our deeds determining what nyawn we receive.

(We will do a further analysis of this discussion later on in this Jwnn, in N* 1KN)

2072 AN
NXIX 22N 14 2y DIX? WK 73 0?Yya? "N212aNNa 7annn Niavn XN

And it turns around in circles according to His plans, to do their work, whatever He
commands them upon the face of the inhabited earth.

According to w1, the meaning of this {1Da is that 'n reorganizes world events in accordance
with our actions, as described by the X 1nx below:

™ Nlvn ¥YKRI

VITPD ...102 177N qiD? DWVIN DY) DN? 1PDM MWD WA NN DY 2182 1y o
PP NMIYD URAA PN DPYTX 2XIW? NV D 102 NMIXD PIRD 2V 12072 )TN X0 12
N2MX APRY YIXRD 2y ] 2A72 X2V TN NI N2 YITRD .12 17N qiD? ann Dnva 102y

1n?

If 72X were complete D'Yw1 on N1wn WX and sparse rains were decreed for them,
but later they repented... X1n 7112 Y1T?n causes the rain to fall at the right time on land
that needs it. If 2872 were complete D2 TX on Nawvn wX1 and abundant rains were
decreed for them, but later they regressed... N0 7172 e1Tj2n causes the rain to fall at
the wrong time on land that doesn’t need it.

The MmNn quotes this teaching as part of its explanation to show precise calibration of nyawn
that happens within m?v2nwin 17o.

2"y VP N P?N NT

PPRAINPINT YD 1212WNT N KNMPNK? KN2Y2 PV NNN PNAD 12010 KD 12 Yilpn
R?V KT .7 I0ND MAANNA L.RDMTRA NDT NN PTAY PIX? 112 1900 NN P12 RY AR P12V
M2 ANK ..XNA? 117 NINDX RINDT K2RV K00 1INTAY XKW 22 PAVNR WX M2 NNNDKT

,,,,,
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X0 112 wiTizn makes circling motions and brings events into the world to be established...
which is the wheel that revolves before Him... If people improve their deeds, that revolving
wheel turns toward the right side for them... When people come to do evil... 112 w1770
N1n turns it to the left side.

This 101 describes how the n1ab of ma2n - likened to a potter's wheel - shapes the events in
our world, just as a wheel shapes the clay placed upon it. When people do good the “wheel
turns to the right," meaning that m22n channels 70N and N212 (symbolized by the right side)
into this world. When people do evil, the “wheel turns to the left,” meaning that ma2n
channels nmax and punishment into the world (symbolized by the left side).

The KN quotes this teaching to illustrate how nyawn given within M?w2nwin 11D s precisely
measured and distributed in accordance with our actions.

2”2 MYn qIv N1aN navn

X ANV 2K 11AYNN 22 22NV YN 1iT? DPNN NINN7 DNAN NN? D770 IR 2D NN
nn NNRK AN 2010 NRK N2 2V T211 NRK N2 201 X1 NAK N2 2V 77 DI N 2ikwny
NIN 112 WiTn 0227030 °271 7710 147 11avm T 10?7 TNY NAK 012 2V

He used to say: Those born are destined to die, the dead to be revived, and the living to be
judged. Know that everything is according to the calculation. Don't let your y1n X
convince you that the grave is a refuge for you, for against your will you are formed, born, live,
die, and destined to give judgment and accounting before X1n 7112 Wi Tizn.

A ,n ,nNAN Navn

M K121 D0 XD NN 27 M R DT Kpil? YNy .R2°W 12 N2 2T RINTA 220 M KK 0
12°aX 200 MK 2N A" RN 1712 W NIpR N NN 1?2 Tan 120Y T2y K Y nn DTR? Tam
NN NYYA DTR? 12 DTN INYR? YN paY N Y

X?'X 21 was going up the stairs in the house of X?°w 12 N21 [who was a teacher of young
children.] He heard a child reading [the 21Da of] “For behold, He Who forms the mountains
and creates the wind and declares to man what is his speech.” (3.7 N1nX)

X?'X 11 said: “With regard to a servant whose master tells him what his speech is — what is his
remedy?”
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[The Xnx asks:] What is [the meaning of the phrase] “what is his speech”?

11 said: Even superfluous speech between a man and his wife is told to a person at the
time he passes away [and he will need to give an accounting for it].

This teaching is brought as part of the "Mxn'’s description of how exactly and precisely the
nyawn within m?w?nwin 170 is measured.

Guiding Questions

1. The Mmnrn explains two different sources from which ma»? receive nyawn. What are these
two sources, and what kind of nyawn do they provide?

2. Why were the generations from DTX to DN1aX able to survive and receive sustenance even
though they constantly angered 'n?

3. (a) What does it mean that M0 ’X MIX is “above m?w2nwn"?
4. (b)Why don't our good or bad actions affect this level?

5. What's the difference between nyawn that comes “according to nn" versus nyawn that
comes from TON 117

6. What is the imagery of the potter’'s wheel described in the 7m17? What does that imagery
represent about how 'n runs the world?
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U 1NKN

Summary
This "MXn does a deeper dive into two central ideas:

A) How and why nywan that is given within m?v2nwin 10 s precisely measured and
distributed according to merit.

B) How and why ma?jz are nevertheless able to receive abundant nyawn by tapping into
energy that is from beyond m?v?nwn 110.

Using the analogy of the way 1X1 and 22w function within the human psyche, the 1"v1 122
explains the difference between X within m?w?nwin 1710 and X that transcends it, and how
and why they work differently.

Key Words and Ideas
D221 NN

The word 11X literally means “light.” As used in m™on, it refers to the pure, unbounded energy
or expression of something.

The word *?2 literally means “container” In m™Dn, it refers to tools or channels that express,
contain and/or give form to the X,

A 7?2 limits and directs the MIX in order to reveal and express it.

These concepts are abstract and are best understood through examples. Below are a few
examples of mMx and 022 brought in various places in mTonN:

22 TN
NN - Physical brain nnonN - Intelligence
'V - Physical eye "X N2 - Power of sight
M2 TN NPNIX - Words 70V - Ideas
("2 ,NyT,N1ra,NNdN) MN"ap W1?R X
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As our 1Kn will explain, the mMx and 022 are tailored to fit one another. The X of 20w
cannot be channeled through the 22 of the human eye. And an WX that is too powerful
cannot be put into a *22; for example, an idea that is very lofty or abstract might not be able
to be put into words.

nnNan

As the Mmnn discusses, Nnan is the first of the mav. It literally means “wisdom” or “insight”
and refers to the first stage of creating or understanding something new: that flash of creative
insight. It is associated with 1072, because having that flash of insight requires being totally
open and receptive to that new thing.

nmav vy

Ten specific ways in which 'n gives n1’n to and runs the worlds within m2w?nwin 110. They are
022 for the "12X NN, and shape the way it is expressed to us. They are the powers that
transmit Divine content from higher to lower levels by processing it. There are ten M1"av in
total. Three of them are intellectual: nyT,n12 ,NAndN

And seven are emotive: TID* ,TIiN ,NX1 ,NINAN ,NMAX,TON and Ma?7n.

?2"TN MNNM D1Pa
T:X NMTAVY
N DX AR DWN 93 DY 021212 P2 DX] W32 22N DX

Though you make yourself as high as an eagle, and though you set your nest among the
stars, from there | will bring you down, says 'n.

N*T21Y warns the nation of MTX that despite their arrogance and belief that they're
untouchable, 'n will bring them down. The eagle symbolizes ultimate pride and transcending
natural boundaries.

The KN uses the eagle soaring beyond natural boundaries as a symbol of how ma*2j? “raise
themselves” to access vaw from above m?v2nwn, where the rules of m?v2nwin 170 don't
apply, and even those undeserving can receive nyawn.
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LY YYn
N7V2 123 T D2 272 IR 1T WX 2 WD) 10T DNW2 I 11T

The way of an eagle in the heavens, the way of a serpent upon a rock, the way of a ship in
the heart of the sea, and the way of a man with a young woman.

In this 2104, 12nn NN?v describes mysterious phenomena that leave no traceable path.

This 104 is brought to support the idea of how Mma?p access nyvawn through pathways that
transcend the normal rules of m2v2nwn.

Guiding Questions

1. Using the example of nx1 and 22V in our bodies, explain the difference between an X
Q7n and an M4 NX.

2. How does the 2wn of 1x1 vs. 22w explain the difference between the X within m2v2nwn
and the q1b ’X X which is above m?v2nwin 1TD?

3. What are the four reasons for why the mx within m2w2nwn involves precise calculation?

4. How can X1NX X1wD1 MAa'?p receive abundant vaw even though they’re completely
inappropriate vessels? What does the "nXn mean when it compares them to a "wi?

5. According to this "nxn, why do idol worshippers often have more material success than an
TN?
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1 1NKXN
Summary

This "nxn explains why it is foolish for a T to think that he can do min"ay and still receive
abundant n’n from N"2yn qpn, like ma2p do.

A TX is chosen by 'n on a mMma level; meaning 'n deeply desires to be in a close relationship
with every TX. In addition, every T'X's nnwi chooses 'N.

This mutual choice means that a T'X can only receive nyawn in N1 1a manner — that is,
through a genuine, deep and authentic connection with 'n through NN and nxn. It is
impossible to receive Nr'n like Na*?j? does, where Nyawn is given without any connection or
relationship to the Source of mn.

For this reason, the 1T'X received abundant m’n during the times of the wTpnin N3, but
experience suffering while in M?2x as a result of may: our actions matter to 'n, and therefore
bring real consequences. For the same reason, when T'X are in pain and cry out to 'n, it
matters deeply to Him.

?"TN MNNM D1Pa

V2L DMAT

NN N0 19D NNNIN NZXN 22 12 XN KIND WKL INKIPL D QR WY TR 2 12 NP0 "N NaN N?
DMV NNRN INY DX N

‘n will not be willing to forgive him, for then 'n’s anger and jealousy will smoke against
that man, and every curse written in this book will lie upon him, and 'n will blot out his name
from under heaven.

This 108 comes right after the sentence "i1272 712anm NNTD N2XND M2T DX ynw? ' N’
which has been the center of our discussion until now.

On a vwa level, this 1Da means that 'n will not forgive a person who sins, and instead will
punish him.
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Our KN uses this 104 to support the idea that a X cannot receive nyawn from q*pn, and
will thus face consequences for doing may.

L:2? DMAT
202 220 apyr iny ‘N Pzn
For 'n’s portion is His people, 17y is the lot of His inheritance.

This 10a describes the special relationship between 'n and ?xw . This means that ?x v are
not just another nation, but rather His special “portion” and intimately connected to Him.

a:T DM2T
INMNTRN 119 2V WX D'AYD 220 D20 DY? 17 N7 NN M P2y N2 DX Wit DY 2

For you are a holy people to 'n your God, and ‘n has chosen you to be His treasured people
from all the peoples on the face of the earth.

This 108 emphasizes 'n's active choice of ?Xw* as His nation. This means that 2xw's
relationship with 'n is based on His deliberate choice, and desire to be in an intimate
relationship.

T:N2p D?2NN
iN7D? 2XW) A-112 AN2 ARy 2
For 'n chose aj?y" for Himself, 2xv as His treasure.

Together with the previous 2104, this reinforces the concept of 'n’'s N1"Na of 2xw» 2.

n:L NinY
YIXD 22722 DAYA 220 NP M2 DNMNI DM DX DAY 2R VAYN VinY DX DRV

Now, if you will listen to My voice and keep My covenant, you will be My treasure from all
peoples, for all the earth is Mine.
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This 10a makes it clear that 2xv’'s status as 'N’s N21AD requires their active commitment to
nxn.

T2 NN
17 2NiX 12 2y wal nnk ‘N opn
‘N is my portion, says my soul, therefore | will hope in Him.

This 104 is brought to show how ?X1v 111 chooses 'n in return. To illustrate this mutual
nN1'N3, the MK brings the following wan on this 10a.

(T2:2 N2X 2Y) N2'X N2 VIR

21T PN PRIZ?DIVDN PN DT 1Y P NITAZ DIV 707 MK 11NN 121 DY iMAX N

MK TN 27 121K 2D KIX MK TN 2237 PORT 2'D) KIX K TN ,N1TAD YXNIXA DNV NPT
11X X271 'A70NNIN7DT K207 2'P XIX NN DY? TNX NRa N0 207 PRI2?DILDX 1'D) NIX
NN PTAIV 1R 7KW 22K 12K YVU? 1TV 10m D172 T2V 10N NANY TRV 100 D12V 12 ,9700n
a1 NINIK N P70 2NDT NN RTD KN P02 ViTRn?.

Rabbi Abba in the name of Rabbi Yochanan said: [This is like] a king who entered a city, and
with him were dukes, governors, and military commanders. The dignitaries of the city were
sitting in the center of the city. One said, “I will align myself with the dukes,” one said, “I will
align myself with the governors,” and one said, “I will align myself with the military
commanders.” There was one wise person there who said: “I will align myself with the king,
for all of them [the officials] are replaceable, but the king is not replaceable.”

The choice of the wise man in the wam illustrates ?Xv* 112’s choice to be in a N1"n1a
relationship with 'n.

T-212 RAM

YY1 1212 YIXD NINN DNYA DMWY NNJ DNK DINYYLNYD "IXN NX11270 "NRN3A DX
Mam NTYn

If you follow My statutes and observe My commandments and perform them, then I will
give your rains in their season and the land will yield its produce, and the tree of the field
will give its fruit.

This 10a presents the m21a that come from following 'n's commandments. This shows how
for a TN, prosperity and n2d12 are linked to maintaining a relationship with ‘n through nn
and nixn.
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LD My
D71V M 22 DRWIN D70IN 07K KN INZNRN IN2DXA DY'WIN 18 X7 71X 12 DNIX 222

In all their troubles, He was troubled, and the 1x?n of His presence saved them; in His love
and mercy He redeemed them, and He lifted them and carried them all the days of old.

This 2104 illustrates 'n’'s deep involvement in 2Xw» 112's suffering. This is due to n's mMma
connection to the Jewish people.

22:2 NinY
DTN 1N DF2KD 2N DNVIY 2UN11pYIM ATayn R PRI 12 101NN

The children of 2x7v» sighed from the labor and cried out, and their cry rose up to God
from the labor.

This 10a describes 7k 112's desperate cry to 'n during their slavery in Dxn. It is brought
here in the "M~XnN as an example of how 2X1v* 111's crying out awakens ‘N’s DN, because of
the deep connection ‘N has with the Jewish people.

LuTR D?2NN
DYV DNNIPXAM DN? 1X¥2 "N 28 1pymMm
They cried out to 'n in their distress, and He saved them from their troubles.

This 1pa brings another proof for the power of crying out to 'n during times of trouble and
receiving salvation.
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Guiding Questions

1. How does the "1 explain the word map in the 1Da of "12x 222 M1Mwa 2 2 ' 7Y
NXNXN NX MNN Mao 1yn?"? What does it indicate about how someone may think they can

get away with doing may?
2. Why is the above argument flawed?
3. What wan does the 1nkn bring to describe the mutual Nn1'Na between N"apn and 2x1v?

4. What are the two consequences of ?XIv 11 having a Nn1"nna relationship with 'N?
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X" ANXN

Summary

This "MK continues to describe the mmMma relationship that 2xv 112 share with ‘n. Because
of this deep relationship, our m?an and actions matter to Him. A TX can elicit b'nn1 from N
through heartfelt n'22an, and receives NM’n only by connecting to ‘N, and drawing down His
light through nmin and nnxn.

It is therefore false and foolish for a T'X to think that he can continue to receive mn while
separating from 'n and doing M1 ay. Any M’N a T'X who sins receives is only temporary -
either as a reward for a mxn which was done or as momentary “payment” from ma*2j for
bringing them extra nrn.

?2"TN MNXM D1Pa
T:V N"NN2
DNR?N N 2N 21T 2122 1Y "110 112 NNV A NNIAY PXNTR 1121 VY DM?D N2un 2V D

And "2,V 72,772, 28N Ti7 12 V1w, and 132 stood on the platform of the D17 and
cried out with a loud voice to ‘n their G-d.

This 1pa describes the scene during the time of X1y, when the Jews who returned from 222
engaged in national n21wn. The 01? led the people in n22an as part of this process.

It sets up the "MnXnN’s exploration of when loud davening is appropriate and powerful.

n2:N* X 0"a%n
D2V DT 79V TV 0NN NI2NA DLAYNI ITTANM 2173 2ip2a I

And they called out with a loud voice and cut themselves according to their custom with
swords and spears until blood poured out on them.

This 104 describes the D'&21 of 2y2 on 7n12n 10 desperately trying to get their god to
respond and send a fire to consume their 1272. Their loud voices and self-mutilation showed
the powerlessness of their deity.
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It is brought here in the Mxn (along with *"v1’'s commentary) to illustrate why davening
loudly is generally undesirable.

AuND My
NN 12V 1Y YAN DX N7 D AR RNX MY INK 2720 0N Y 0220 nn v

Watchman, what of the night? Watchman, what of the night? The watchman said: Morning
has come, and also night. If you will inquire; return back, come.

On a vwa level, this NX111 addresses those asking about the end of their troubles. The
watchman announces that dawn is breaking, but warns that night may return - there’s hope,
but vigilance s still needed.

This 104 is brought here in the MK~ to explain the concept that MmMix (which share a root
with the word XNnX — come) represent revelation and expression (represented by 111 -
morning). Louder or larger words indicate greater energy and intensity.

TOL NINY

QYN 22 TINDN TRA TN 191Y 211 100 2V T2 2V D123 NiZR 0N pan iAW 2wn Dl nn
NINA2 WK

And it was on the third day when it was morning, there was thunder and lightning and a
heavy cloud on the mountain and a very strong sound of the 1a1v, and all the people in the
camp trembled.

This 104 describes the revelation at nin 1nn, when loud sounds accompanied 'N’s presence
on 1D .

It is brought in the MKn as an example of how a loud voice indicates greater meaning and
revelation.

ven DMNAT

IV 2V DANIM QP R 21T 21 297V 13VD UKD IR0 1032 DI?70R 22 72X N 12T N7 DTN DX
7K DIAM D°12X NINY
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These words 'n spoke to your entire congregation on the mountain from within the fire, cloud,
and thick darkness - a great voice that did not repeat - and He wrote them on two stone
tablets and gave them to me.

This 2104 also describes nin \Nn, and demonstrates how a powerful sound houses a powerful
revelation.

na nanr

And let them cover themselves with sackcloth, both man and beast, and let them call out to
D'??X with strength, and let each person turn from his evil way and from the violence that is
in their hands.

This 10a describes the king of m11's instructions to his people for how to do nawn.

It is brought here in the 1Kn as an example of when loud and powerful crying indicates a
deep and powerful expression of connection to ‘n.

»T DMAT
17 DY Ma PRIV 2R DK N7 1TAXD? Ma PR "XIV? DPvm

And He repays His enemies to their face to destroy them - He does not delay; to His
enemy, to his face He will repay him.

On a vwa level, this warns that while ‘N is patient with the righteous, He deals swiftly with
those who are completely evil, giving them their punishment directly and immediately.

It is brought here in the MKnN to describe sinners who have no merits, and receive immediate
punishment.

A?2-2%:2 PNpIn

YV NIY2 NIXIND NINAYN2 D22 NN DMNIX DRX WX NN X? ' DM 2y n?iyvm
:02°"2Y 117NN N21AY NNRN2 NMV] Vi1 NRTN T2 X? DX D'R?X "N DX "X N 2N

And what comes into your mind will never be - what you are saying ‘Let us be like the
nations, like the families of the lands, to worship wood and stone.’ As I live, says 'n
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D*??N, surely with a strong hand and an outstretched arm and with wrath poured out, |
will rule over you.

On a vva level, N is responding to Jews who want to abandon their special relationship and
be like other nations, worshipping idols. ‘n declares this can never happen - due to the eternal
connection ?XW 1121 have with ‘0, they will always be ruled by 'n.

It is brought here in the Mm~n to illustrate the core principle that Jews cannot successfully
receive N1'N from ninx'n, like non-Jews do.

2121 yen
173N QP2 X?71 N2 DIN ‘N NK NI I
For thus says 'n: You were sold for nothing and not with money will you be redeemed.

On a vva level, this is part of n"wv’'s prophecy of comfort, explaining that 2x1v’s exile wasn't
a real “sale” (since no payment was received), so their redemption won't require “payment”
either - it will come purely from 'n’s mercy.

It is brought in the Mxn (via XMiNIN w1TN) to prove that the Jewish people were never truly
“sold” out of 'N’s possession. Just as a servant sold “for nothing” remains under his original
master’s authority, Jews can never truly separate from ‘n.

A3VI DNAT

DRAX? PNIAN? VAW IR 72 12T WKD D'0VR? 7 M2 MM DY?7 17 0D ANIR D wn?
AP pnx?

In order to establish you today as His people and He will be your God, as He spoke to you
and as He swore to your forefathers - to bn1ax, to 7nX, and to apy..

In this 1049, nwn explains that the covenant 'n made with the Jewish people isn't new - it's
fulfilling the eternal promises made to the max. This emphasizes the permanent, unbreakable
nature of the relationship ?xw? 112 have with 'n.
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TV RpOV'a 2 NYIAa 12TNa nal van

N?7X DIRY NMINYNA "AYT 'K D2? NMNIX X2 X 1NN W1an? WWp1Ry 'Ry X? DNKRY a 2y qx
Ay 1NN D2N12 2ya

Even though you say “we are not Your people” - that you seek to separate from Me - I will
not be [resigned to this]. My will does not agree with you. Rather, against your will you
will be My people.

This w2 is commenting on the 10a from 2XpTN’, emphasizing 'n’s unwillingness to let the
Jewish people abandon their special relationship.

It is brought here in the 1kn to explain that ‘N’s insistence on maintaining the covenant
comes from His deep inner love (N'n11a nank) for the Jewish people - even when they want to
break free, His essential connection to them won't allow it.

N:NP MMTNID
1°2171921 12V X1AN1 N2 XNNM RN 22 1001 21 X

Said nn1 27: Would that such anger [as described in the 210a] would come upon us from
~NInN1 and He would redeem us!

This Xx is commenting on the 21Da in ?XpTN? about ‘N ruling with “wrath poured out”
Rather than seeing this as purely negative, 1nN1 21 recognizes it as an expression of 'n’s love
and deep connection with us, which will ultimately lead to n21xa.

It is brought in the MNn to support the idea that due to a T'X’s deep connection and
relationship with ‘N, his actions cannot and will not go without consequences.

Guiding Questions

1. The nkn starts with a question about davening loudly. Why is davening loudly usually a
problem, and how does the 1nxn resolve it?

2. What does the 1nXn mean when it says that letters (M"MiX) are like “dawn breaking” - what
are they revealing? How does this connect to the idea of a loud voice in n?2*an?

3. What are the two reasons for why some DwwN have temporary success?
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4. What does the 1nxn learn from the 10a from 2xj2rN? of “D2MN 2y N2y, and the wan
based upon it?

5. The mnkn talks about a X who thinks "% n'n» m1?w” - that everything will be fine even
when doing wrong. Why is this thinking is mistaken, and what the reality is instead?

6. How does everything the 1nxn has taught us help explain why suffering sometimes comes
to the Jewish people, and what positive purpose it serves?
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1 XN

Summary

This "nXn exposes another deceptive strategy of the Y X convincing a person that their
actions will go undetected. This is both false and foolish, as we inevitably reveal our inner
world through our speech and behavior - even in seemingly casual conversations or glances.
More importantly, ‘N sees everything and eventually arranges for hidden actions to be
revealed.

?"7TN MINNN D?1Da
miple) ni:"g;

DTXYI VTR X121 MK XD TY PTN2N 12 17K DT 1WA X1iN2 D22V DAY RN XDNY Jix) 0N
DTX IR K2V MR Ny 1Y

May it be ‘n’s will that your fear of Heaven should be like your fear of people. His students
said to him: Only that much? He said: Would that it were so! Know that when a person sins, he
says “l hope no person sees me.”

This X2 records the final words of *N21 12 1101”121 to his students. The students were
surprised that he only wanted their D'V X1in to equal their DT 1WA K1IN, not exceed it. 121
X217 12 1201 explained that if people truly feared 'n as much as they fear other people, they
would stop committing so many Ninay. It is brought here in the 1xn to demonstrate why
the V0 X needs to trick people into thinking “no one will see me.”

T2:20 1NN
N DX) R2N MK YIRD NN DY DK K120 MY DX IXIX N? X DMINDPAA YR AN 1iNRn

“Can a person hide himself in secret places so that | cannot see him?” says n". “Do | not
fill the heavens and the earth?” says 'n.

This apa teaches that 'n sees everything and fills all of creation - no one can hide from Him.
It is brought in the MKnN to prove that the y1n 1x''s promise that “no one will see you” is false,
because 'N sees and knows everything, even things hidden from people.
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n?an Ny
PIY TN INDI PRI AN D2YI 12T PR ,PIQ? T M2 200

Everything is revealed and known before You; nothing is hidden from You and nothing
is concealed from Your eyes.

This is a passage from nvnn 2y ynv N which emphasizes 'n's complete knowledge. It is
brought in the MmN to reinforce the idea that trying to hide our actions from 'n is futile.

T MYn T e niax

11 URDA 7K1 YWI? 120NN 7K1 PANJ1 1902 P'Wyn 221 NYNIY TR AR Y 90 n2yn? nn vt
QWD 702 T TNX XY THX 2321290 1'Y191 ANP2 DAY OY 22000 22 nyian

Know what is above you: an eye that sees, an ear that hears, and all your deeds are written in
a book. Do not befriend the wicked and do not despair of punishment. Anyone who
desecrates G-d’s name in private is punished publicly whether intentionally or
unintentionally it is the same Dwin 212°N.

As "wn explains, when someone sins secretly, 'n eventually reveals their shame publicly, so
that people will recognize them as a Y1 and so that 'n's name won't be damaged through
people saying, “Look at this righteous person who suffered.”

12212 '2vn
2022 1Ny 02N 1iIKYNA INKIY NP

Though his hatred may be concealed by darkness, his wickedness will be exposed in front
of the assembly.

This jaDa teaches that someone who hides their evil actions will eventually be exposed
publicly.
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Guiding Questions

1. What is the main deception of the yan X discussed in this 1nxn, and how is this
connected to what *X271 12 13N "1 told his students before he passed away?

2. How does a person end up revealing their inner Y1 to others, even when they think they're
hiding it? Explain the two main ways the "xn describes this happening.

3. How does 'n ultimately respond to secret wrongdoing, and why?

4. Which kind of person is most susceptible to this false argument of the yan 21X, and why?
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A1 NN

Summary

This "nKn tackles a third trick of the yan 71X convincing a person to excuse their mistakes by
blaming them on inborn nature or on environment, instead of taking responsibility. The
anrN's discussion of this argument and why it is foolish will continue through ™ nkn.

N created us specifically so our n"?2Xn wai could overcome our N"MN2n va), and He gives us
the exact spiritual tools we need for our particular challenges. Our n"mnan wal might seem
stronger than the NP2 way; but in truth, the N"12X wal is rooted in a higher source, and has
the power to overcome the n'nan wa.

Key Words and Ideas
NNN D2y

This literally means “the world of chaos/emptiness.” 1nnin D21y was the first world 'n created,
before the one that we live in. In 1nnn D21y, the revelation of 'n was very powerful and intense
- so powerful that the world couldn’t handle its intensity. This caused what n22aj calls "n1aw
D'?22n" — the “shattering of the vessels.” Sparks of this intense revelation from mnn 02wy fell to
the world of nj’n (see below), where we can now elevate them through our 'n nmay.

NPNn D2y

This literally means “the world of rectification/repair” n>nn D2 is the world that was created
after 0'22N N1"av in ymnn 021y, Unlike Ynnin 021y, this world has less apparent revelation of
N, such that the world can properly contain it. Our entire purpose is to elevate the fallen
sparks from 1nnn 021y and complete the nj7°’n that began when this world was created.
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?"TN MNNM D1PAa
N:TO NI2IND
NIV X723 Da?
According to the camel, so is the load.

The KN brings this teaching to explain why people with stronger natural temperaments (like
anger) are not truly "victims” of their nature. If someone has a particularly strong yan 1x?, 'n
gives them a correspondingly strong N'?2X wal to overcome it.

7N 1“)\:})‘_\
AN INYY X1 1I2M2 IYRID PTY
The first to state his case seems right, until his opponent comes and examines him.

On a vva level, this 104 refers to legal proceedings - when someone presents their argument
first without opposition, it sounds convincing. But when the other side responds and cross-
examines, the truth emerges.

It is brought here in the MKn to explain why the n'nnan waj seems so powerful compared to
the n'j?2xn Wa). The animal soul gets to present its “case” first - from birth through age
thirteen - without opposition, so it becomes deeply established in our habits and desires. Only
later does the n'??2x wai begin to actively “cross-examine” and challenge these established
patterns.

AIRX PITMID YN
NNOX! NYYN ... DTRA V21V Y10 X2 NRtkn
From when does the y1n 71X rule over a person...from the moment of birth.

This nMiwn is discussing the stages of human development and when our yan 21X begins to
influence us. The KN brings this to demonstrate the timing advantage that the n'nnan wai
posseses. This "head start” explains why overcoming our natural inclinations feels so difficult.

© Batsheva Learning Center 65



T'D2
Kuntres Umaayon Study Guide

2:T? NY1a NI N'WXRIA DAY YN
1AN "YAN NRX? 1YY nywn mMiyvan vaT

He expounded: “From his youth” - from the moment he is shaken to emerge from his
mother’s womb.

This ¥n is interpreting the word »mym (from his youth) to mean from the very moment of
birth - when the baby is “shaken” to emerge. The 1xn brings this to reinforce that the 1x?
Vn's influence begins at the earliest possible moment, giving it maximum time to establish
itself in our nature and habits.

2T N2NR
/202 17 7270 DN 120N T2 2V

“Better is a poor and wise child than an old and foolish king.”

naYvaMm

N2yn21 MY 2 1an XX DTR? T PR 2 T2) 1NY X1 DR ,210 X N7 DN 1290 T2 21V
NPT TV IMT2N 12 07170 XNV 1T INIR X1 NR21 ... VN X DT 2001 1pT 170N ...

The good child refers to the 2iv 71X, and why is it called a child? Because it is only with
a person from age thirteen and up... The old and foolish king is the y1n 1X... and why is
it called old? Because it is with him from childhood until old age.

This v1Tn is interpreting N?ni?’s cryptic verse about a child being better than a king. The Mmxn
brings this to strengthen its: how can the “child” (n°j?2x vaj/2iv 1X?) overcome the “old king”
(N2 vay/yin w)?

T2 NY1a N1 N'WRIA N2 YT
NTPa NYWN ... DTN NN NNNA NRY)
From when was the soul given to a person...from the moment of conception.

This vnTn is discussing when exactly the nnwi enters the body. The "Mnxn brings this to clarify
that while the nm*p2xn waa is present from conception, it doesn't actively function until age
thirteen. This explains how both souls can be present simultaneously, but only one is actively
influencing behavior during childhood.
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N?222 n'wXx12
?XIY? A2 720 721 197 DITX PIXA 1270 WK D700 N7X)

These are the kings who reigned in the land of DiTX before any king reigned over the
children of 2x!.

On a vva level, this introduces the list of MiTX kings who ruled before 2x1w* had monarchy. In
N?71p, these represent the “seven kings” of :1nn 0?1V that preceded ppnn D?iy.

It is brought here in the MXnN to show that 1N~ (represented by 1wy/DiTX) preceded npn
(Qpy/2xW). This parallels how the nmina wa) (from 1nR) appears first, while the n'p2x vaj
(from nn) comes later, despite being higher in its source.

12:N2 N'WXI2
DNR NT?3 NIV DWYTa PNXN 2pY? INY RKIPN WY 2y NINR 1T PNX KXY 1270K)

Afterward his brother emerged with his hand grasping 1wy’s heel, so he was hamed
?nX» ;apy" was sixty years old when they were born.

This 1pa describes the birth of the twins, 2jpy* and 1wy, with 1wy emerging first and 2y
holding onto his heel. The "1nXn uses this to illustrate the principle that what appears first
chronologically is not necessarily first in essential priority. 2y's grasping 1wWy's heel hints that
he has a claim to firstborn status despite being born second.

12:N2 N'WYKI2 2y vn
MIIYNXIN Navn 1Xi1 2pY"T,11NNK KX ]1IYXRI D121 NMaiav? 2vn

This is like a tube - what goes in first comes out last; 2j7y» was formed from the first
drop.

"V is explaining how 1y’ could be considered the true firstborn despite being born second.
Using the analogy of a tube (like a narrow funnel), he explains that 177y’ was conceived first
but emerged second. The 1Kn brings this to demonstrate that in their essential root, npn
(P2 Way/apy) precedes 1inh (NMina Wa)iwy), which explains why the n'?x wai has the
power to overcome the animal soul despite its apparent disadvantages.
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Guiding Questions
1. How and why does a person blind himself from seeing his own faults and shortcomings?

2. What are the two excuses that n21wn 2ya sometimes make to justify their past
wrongdoing?

3. Why are these excuses incorrect?

4. What's the difference between the n'nnan wal and n?2Xn wai in terms of when they
enter a person and begin to influence them? How is this reflected in their source in the
worlds of 1min and N n?

5. How does the Mm~n use the example of \ww1 2y to explain which soul is really “first"?
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7 INNN

Summary

Continuing on the theme of taking responsibility for our actions, this "1nxn explores the
reasons it is foolish and harmful to make excuses for ourselves.

The "Xn dismantles common excuses:

We can’t blame our nature, because before we were born, our n"j212X wai took a nyvi1av that it
would overcome the n'nnan wal. The word NWV1av connects to Va1V (satiation), meaning
taking this oath gives the n",12x wai the strength it needs to succeed.

And we can't blame bad friends, because we were the ones who chose those relationships.

When we make these excuses, we prevent real n21wn by undermining the feeling of regret
and sorrow needed for genuine change.

Key Words and Ideas
MM YR

The four elements (fire, water, air, and earth) that form the foundation of all creation, both
physical and spiritual. Every creation is made of these four elements in different combinations.

In terms of our Nn'nnan wAay, each element produces specific types of negative mTn:
« Fire creates anger and pride because fire naturally rises and seeks to dominate.

» Water creates desires for physical pleasures and indulgences because water nourishes
growth.

« Air creates frivolity, showing off, joking around, and involvement in empty pursuits because
atr is light and lacks substance.

» Earth creates laziness and sadness because earth is heavy and static.
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?"TN MNNM D1PAa
a2 M
YY1 0N 281 X NN NIX pyavn
They make him swear: “Be righteous and do not be wicked.”

This X ax describes what happens to a nnwi before it enters the body. After being taught the
entire NN, the Nnw1 is made to take an oath to be righteous and avoid wickedness.

v .11 My
MIWY X NINYA qiLY? 112710 M1 "I qiXpX NX1? X271 21X D?71V7 X7 2

For I will not contend forever, neither will | be wrathful eternally, for spirit from before Me
would be overwhelmed, and the souls that | have made.

This 10a from Nyw» speaks of 'n as the Creator of souls, emphasizing His direct involvement
in their formation. The "nkn — based on the *21 WL2X in X°IN — uses this to support the idea
that we all have two souls, the n*2xn wail and the n"nan waa.

X . RAM

NN 072 Awan Ya) »2 DINVAal 2y 1227 NAMN 2y D27 RN X NN 1WAl InT w1 22 wa) 2
vain 2y 1ax N\

For the soul of all flesh - its blood is with its soul, and | have given it to you upon the nam to
atone for your souls, for the soul of the flesh is in the blood, and it will atone for the soul.

On a vwa level, this 1Da explains why blood is forbidden to eat and why it's used in nmanj:
because the life force (soul) of the animal is contained in its blood. The "nxn uses this to
describe the nature n™nan wai, which is clothed in the blood of a person and is characterized
by passion and bodily desires.
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7.2 NYYNAQ
NN WAa1? DTRD "N 0PN DAY 1Paxa Nan NRTXD 1N 19y DTRD DX DP2X DX

And 'n formed man of dust from the ground, and He breathed into his nostrils the breath
of life, and man became a living soul.

This 10a describes how 'n gave life to nwXIN DX, using the imagery of breathing to convey
the intimate, direct nature of this gift from 'n. As the 1nxn explains, based on 1 ?1a of XN,
this 104 describes the nj17x wa.

NMNY N2 an
"2 ANNAI NAKY 2 ANNA) NNRX ANX? NRX ANXIL NAK XN NN 2 MY Y] 22X

My G-d, the soul You placed within me is pure. You created it, You formed it, You breathed it
into me, and You breathed it into me.

This Nn212 we say each morning connects directly to the 10a in N"wX11 about 'N breathing the
DN NNV into DTX.

1) .71 mMnv
2X7¥? M2 12N NK N3 NYIa 7R PNX
And you shall say to ny1a: So said 'n, ‘My firstborn son, 2xw».’

The original context of this 10a is 'n telling nwn what to say to ny43, establishing the
relationship between 'n and the Jewish people.

The "MmNrn uses this to demonstrate the parent-child relationship between 'n and Jewish souls.
Just as a child is drawn from the father’s mind, so too (?12°22) each Jewish soul is drawn from
N's Nn2M nawvnn.

N . T DMAT
nn? DY P2 NN YN K21TTNN K2 DRPX 'N? DNX D12

You are children to 'n your G-d; you shall not cut yourselves nor make a bald spot between
your eyes for the dead.
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This 104 establishes the relationship between 'n and the Jewish people, emphasizing their
status as His children. The MmNn uses this to reinforce the concept that Jewish souls come
from 'N’'s Nnon.

N7 MMPN? NN TRN
TON INNINM KN K?2X XV'T NNRINA K21 DN INNT
That He is wise, but not with a known wisdom, rather He and His wisdom are one.

This 101 explains that 'n’s wisdom is not separate from Him like human wisdom, but is
completely unified with His essence. The Mm~n uses this to clarify the source of Jewish souls.
Since Jewish nnwi come from 'n’s Nnan, and His wisdom is completely one with His essence
(not separate like human attributes), this means that Jewish mnwi come from 'n Himself.

LT NP
D77Y2 21 1)V DN? V2 WK TRRD 1R DIWD DRIV
Two are better than one, for they have good reward for their labor.

72nn NNV is teaching about the value of partnership and companionship over being alone.
The KN uses this to emphasize the importance of choosing good friends and avoiding bad
ones.

12 .2 e
NN N2 72X 21N 12KN DTAN 2R 2N

A sword is upon the boasters and they shall become foolish; a sword is upon her mighty
men and they shall be dismayed

A .aD N1ona

712 T2 DAVIY D'RIN TNR?N 7Y DN'XAIY 2y 21N — “12X1 D120 28 270" 22T RN
Nina D'poin
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What does it mean, “A sword is upon the boasters and they shall become foolish”? A
sword upon the enemies of Torah scholars who sit separately (T22 T72) and study Torah.

The InKn uses this quote to reinforce the importance of seeking out good friends who will
strengthen rather than weaken our connection to nin and mixn.

ar 22wn
NANX NPIN D'YWa 22 2y1 01T 1IVN XY
Hatred stirs up quarrels, but over all transgressions, love will cover.

This teaches that genuine love leads to overlooking others’ faults and focusing instead on
their positive qualities. The 1NN uses this to illustrate how self-love causes us to overlook our
own faults.

N 72 NMAN
M7 927 DTRD 22 DX 1T 101 12N 7?7 M 1177 YWY NIK NG 12 ywinm

N'N14a )12 ywin says: Make for yourself a teacher and acquire for yourself a friend, and judge
all people favorably.

This famous niwn teaches the importance of finding a genuine friend for mutual spiritual and
intellectual growth. The "Mm~n uses this to emphasize how crucial good companionship is for
spiritual development.

N 779 N1ANX
MIYIaN 1N URDA 27X YWI? 1a0NA 7K1 V1 12WN PRI 0IX 22280 KA

22NN 'XN1 says: Distance yourself from a bad neighbor, do not connect to the wicked,
and do not despair of retribution.

This miwn warns about the negative influence of keeping bad company. The Inxn uses this to
show the opposite effect of bad companionship.
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N:TV 12TNna

13IXY 13 N?29 13 1K1 AX0ZK 12 DPANT INT M2 12 NDR 12 10X 12 M N

And Korach the son of 11X, son of Nnp, son of 1? took, along with |NnT and D1’ax the
sons of XX, and )IX son of N?a, sons of 121X".

DX DT 2V *eN

INP?70N2 NP DY 1ARNY) NI D2IN0N 17121 NNP? 12¥ NIRD DN2INA MY 121K LAY DY 221w

.112W92 MR YyWN2 iR —

Because the tribe of 121x1 was dwelling in their camp on the south side, neighboring nnjz and
his sons who were also camping on the south side, they joined with N1z in his rebellion -
“Woe to the wicked one and woe to his neighbor.”

The Mm~n uses this to illustrate the dangerous consequences of bad companionship.

a.7? n1d1a

TR 11X DN DPTX DYTRIY NIV Y2Y2Y DIpR PTRIY NIWN *2yav Dipna

In the place where Nn21wn »2ya stand, complete D'?'7TX do not stand.

This Xnax teaches that those who return to 'n after sinning can reach even higher levels than
those who never sinned. The M~Kn uses this to highlight what is lost when we justify our sins
instead of doing proper n21wn.

Guiding Questions

1.

What are the two mwai that every person has, and what are their different sources and
characteristics?

. According to the 1nrn, what is the meaning of the ny1avw (oath) that we are given before

birth?

. According to the "Mnxn, why might someone claim that their “natural passion” is too strong

for them to overcome? What is the "xn's response to this claim?
What response does the MNn give to the claim that M2y are caused by others?

What are the two problems that stem from making excuses, and how does it damage the
effectiveness of our n21wn?
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17U 1NKXN

Summary

The Mm~n begins by explaining that human beings are entrusted with a nnwa loftier than all
other creations, yet are also created from the coarsest material: the earth. These two things
are connected: it is precisely because our mnwi are so lofty that they are empowered to
elevate and transform the coarse material world, and our negative and unrefined
characteristics. This transformation is the purpose for which 'n created the world.

The a1nKn then explains that in order to succeed in our mission, we need to battle against the
nMnnan vay, and avoid the temptations and foolish arguments that it uses to try to convince
us to sin. The 21"wn 11 references some of the tricks we've already discussed, and then
introduces a new one: arrogance. The 21 talks about how harmful this trick is, and emphasizes
the value of the nMay of a simple Jew, who serves 'n humbly, without any airs or self-
importance.

The 2"wn "1 will continue his discussion of the dangers and foolishness of arrogance in the
next MxN.

Key Words and Ideas
nNx

NX literally means “form.” This refers to the spiritual qualities and purpose of something.

MmN

N literally means “matter” This refers to the physical substance and material existence of
something.

NQINNX

XadnN literally means “"bending” or “subduing.” It refers to the nmay of overcoming and
subduing na2p. In m™DN, this means actively fighting against the ma 27 and forces that
oppose NYITp.
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NIANNX

X2ann'X means “transforming” or “completely turning around.” Often used in the expression
“NN17 KD1WN XIDanN'R” meaning transforming darkness into light. This is the higher, and
often secondary level of NTay which involves taking things that could lead us away from N
and using them to serve Him instead.

?"7TN MNNN DY71Da
TP 70N
LN? YR 1PNIYNR NIiNN 1MIX?N NWY
He makes His 02x?n winds, His ministers flaming fire.

This 0a describes how 'n creates the Dax7n. It is brought in the XN to establish that all of
'N’s creations - both Dwn Xax (heavenly hosts) and yaxn X2X (earthly creatures) - have both
spirit and form.

7:2 N'WXI2
NN Wa1? DX 7 DN NNYI "axl NaN NRTXD 1N 18y DTRD DX D7) ' xn

And 072X 'n formed man from dust of the earth and breathed into his nostrils the breath of
life, and man became a living soul.

On a vva level, this 1Da describes the unique way 'n created humans in two stages - first
forming the physical body, then breathing life into it. It is brought here in the 1nkn to
demonstrate how humans are created with the coarsest material specifically because our
mnva are the highest.

NN N'YKRI2
12 70N PIXD 2V 12 T WK IPNR? M3 DYV M2 YY VIT VTR QWY RYT PIRD RYTR D728 MK

And ‘N said: Let the earth sprout vegetation, seed-bearing plants, fruit trees that
produce fruit according to their kinds, with their seeds in them, upon the earth. And it
was so.
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This 104 describes the third day of creation when plant life was created. It is brought here in
the "MNXN to contrast this process with human creation - all other living things (including
plants and animals) emerged complete, while humans were created in the unique two-stage
process that required a separate breathing of the nnv1 into the body.

RITV NN

V! — MWD "IX7NI NY?7YW NRN23 NY2Y N X712 NY?Y DTN 122 1K) DM2AT Yy

NN W PNV, NNN2D 1A IS, NN PRIV 221K — NN NY2Y.

Six things were said about human beings: three like the ministering angels, three like
animals. Three [aspects] like the ministering angels — they have knowledge like the
ministering angels, and they walk with upright stature like the ministering angels, and they
speak in the holy tongue like the ministering angels. Three [aspects] like animals — they eat
and drink like animals, and they are fruitful and multiply like animals, and they excrete waste
like animals.

This X discusses the unique nature of human beings, who combine both spiritual and
physical aspects. It is brought here in the 1nkn to support the idea that humans can either fall
lower than animals or rise higher than angels.

A2:V2 2N
T2 7NN M1 23V 22'aVR DTX MK
A person’s pride will humble them, but the humble in spirit will attain honor.

On a vwa level, this 1Da teaches that pride leads to downfall while humility leads to true
honor. It is brought in the 1nkn to show how pride can completely destroy even the most
elevated person'’s spiritual accomplishments.

2:v2p NN
NIYWD VIN2 P202D DY PTRTR XN 1N WiTpay
'N is exacting with those close to Him like a hair’s breadth.

This X2 is discussing how 'n judges righteous people more strictly than ordinary people. It is
brought here in the Mxn to explain why a learned person who takes pride in their
accomplishments is judged more harshly than a simple person.
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A DY?0N
TRNR NIYWI 122D 70K 11187 UK WIN? 72X K2 rpoN

Our 072X will come and not be silent; fire will consume before Him, and around Him it
storms greatly.

On a vva level, this 10a describes 'N's intense presence and judgment. This means that those
who are close to 'n (1"2'2D) experience His presence more intensely. It is brought here in the
KN as a supporting 710a for the previous X1 about 'n being exacting with those close to
Him, like DN "TN7N.

N2a NRP
QD IV NN X721 RNAVNA X1V R12'PY X NIX 1122 221 K 7DD 217°0 T 00

What is an example of 'n 217°’n? Rav said: For example, if | would buy meat from the
butcher without paying immediately.

11's example of what constitutes a 'n 22°n indicates how a D2N TN?H must be more careful
than others about even seemingly minor actions. It is brought here in the Mmxn to explain why
learned people who become proud are worse than simple people.

Guiding Questions

1. How and why are human beings created differently than other creations?

2. What does the 2wn of the wall teach us about ourselves?

3. What are the two extreme possibilities of human potential in this world?

4. What is the purpose of all the upper worlds and the entire system of creation?

5. What are the weapons of war and tactical strategies of the yan 1x?

6. In what way does the yan 1x» trap a "TX? Even if it doesn't actually lead to a sin?

7. What is the merit of the nmay of the simple person? Why is it better than the nTay of a
DON TN?N?

8. What are the negative effects of mxa?
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7'U IMKXn

Summary

This MK continues to discuss the tactic of the yan 71X, one that can affect even *™n2n
D'N2N: arrogance. The "1 explains why arrogance is foolish: why take pride in abilities that
come entirely from 'n and are the purpose for being created?

The "1 then explains why the D'mvw we've discussed in TV-2' D INKN — excusing one'’s
behavior, attributing credit to oneself, and arrogance — are even worse than the core mvow

which cause us to do may.

?"7TN MNXNM DY10Aa

22 279 Mar

(L2 X D20 12T MR NN XD TIT2 121 .12W 7291 NARY 12WN 12 1N ,NIR RNIRN2 WK TY?XR AN
(L2:X DMN M2T) 21N AWM 220 NN "M

MY2X 1 from XNiN12 says: Give to Him from what is His, for you and what is yours
belongs to Him. And so T T says: “For everything is from You, and from Your hand we have

given to You.” (Divrei Hayamim 1:29)

This niwn teaches that everything we have actually belongs to 'n and comes from Him. It is
brought here in the 1nxkn to demonstrate why mxa is foolish.

n@wn 0"MaT
[0 DIPD PNAX? VIV] WK INMA DX D20 1YR7 2°N NIYY? N2 77 1N3D X102 72X N DX RN

You shall remember 'n your G-d, for it is He who gives you power to achieve strength, in
order to confirm His covenant which He swore to your fathers, as it is this day.

This i710a appears in nWn's farewell speech to 2Xv» 113, warning them not to forget 'n when
they become successful. It is brought here in the "Mxn to show that even when we work hard
in our NTIAY, N is the one who gives us the actual strength and ability to accomplish anything.
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N:2 P18 Nax
NXI1 127 2, ANV NIV PIDN YK 0210 NN NTAY DX ,MIX 20 K.

He would say: If you have learned much n1in, do not think well of yourself, for this is
what you were created for.

This is brought up here in the Mm~n to explain why we shouldn't take credit for our learning of
NN: we're just doing what we were created to do.

NN N'WKRI2
YIND DX DMWD DX D°72K K13 'YK

In the beginning, 'n created the heavens and the earth.
N:X N'WKRI] 2y 7w

22V NWKRY NRIRAY NYIRN Qw2 K7X ..007 DTN WTNA 2°NNnY 12 M N'WR112 NNa NR?
YR IRV 2N

Why did it begin with “in the beginning”? It should have started with “This month shall be for
you"... Rather, it was for the sake of the n1n which is called “n*wx1" and for the sake of
2K who are called “n'wx1.”

This famous *"v1 explains why the nin begins with creation rather than the first mxn. It is
brought here in the 1Kn to establish that the entire world was created for the purpose of
NN learning and ?7x v fulfilling their mission.

N:Na navy

IX2 DX 2VIN NN NX 28 IN»R DX N'YRI2 NYYNR2 XN P2 YIiTen NINN 'RINY
N2 INN? D?iyn NX I

The Holy One made a condition at the time of creation: If 2xv» will fulfill My h1in,
good; but if not, | will return the world to chaos and void.

This X discusses the conditional nature of creation itself. It is brought in the "xn to
emphasize that the entire world's existence depends on ?xw learning NN and keeping
nnxn.
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2104 2y n nvaa nan mnvy

12 NNV NZX TID72,)TARIY ") M2 IR ) MITA N7X OXIANA YIXD DAY NIT2IN nPX
DLAYNN D’ZND NITYD 17X MO PRIV DD N MDA 7K1, 280

“These are the generations of heaven and earth when they were created.” These, in
whose merit were they created and in whose merit do they exist? In the merit of these names
of the children of 2xv. And these, in whose merit do they exist? In the merit of these
testimonies, statutes, and judgments.

This waTn interprets the word “n2X" (these) in the 104 to refer to both 2xv and the nn. It
is brought in the M~n to reinforce that creation exists specifically for 728w to learn NN and
fulfill nxn- making this our core purpose.

A2 NPNp
DTXN 22 N7 *2 1INV PNIXA DX R DN2XND NX YVRY) 220 127 91D

The end of the matter, when all has been heard: Fear 'n’ and keep His nnxn, for this is
the whole of man.

This 10a is brought in the 1kn to show that 'n NX* and keeping Nxn is the entire purpose
of man; when we do what we were created for, there's no reason to take personal credit.

a3 nan

PXOTIRXN N?1 YL IARN 28 MY MYA X2 1NXA NRXA YL DTX 77 MK DX 2NRY? 1K)
XN

j7NX* 1 said: If someone tells you “l worked hard and | found” - believe them. “I didn’t work
hard and | found” - don’t believe them. “| worked hard and didn’t find” - don’t believe
them.

This X teaches that genuine success in learning requires effort and hard work. It is brought
here in the "MXn to refute the mvw NN that tells intellectually gifted people they don't need
to work hard because their abilities are so great - the XInx makes it clear that without effort,
no real achievement is possible.
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N:Ta parny

RIDY? 143 222 WN NMiNA 2iDy’ 1'yna wn N1ina 2iby? 11132 WM NTiN2 pidy? ivkIa YN
nina

If his head hurts, he should engage in nn study; if his throat hurts, he should engage in
n1in study; if his stomach hurts, he should engage in nn study; if his whole body hurts, he
should engage in N1in study.

This X nax teaches that nn study is healing for all physical ailments. It is brought here in the
KN to expose the falseness of health-related excuses that the mvw M gives people to
avoid intensive NN study - the X shows that NN actually strengthens rather than
weakens us.

22:72wn
N9 1MW2AT22'1 D RYN? D D207
For they are life to those who find them, and healing to all their flesh.

This 1pa is talking about words of nin being like medicine. It is brought here in the Mmxn
alongside the X from 21"y to prove that nin study heals the body rather than harming
it, refuting the MoV that physical ailments should prevent the study of nin.

Guiding Questions
1. According to the 1nKn, what is the mvw that particularly affects b'nan *m™n2n?
2. What are the four levels of mbw mentioned in the "MnXn, in order of severity?

3. What are two the different false excuses that the yan 1x» gives people to avoid serious
NN study? Why are they false?
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" XN

Summary

Having discussed the mvw M that can afflicts D'on T™n2n, the 1"w1 *11 now turns to the
muv that affects the businessman.

The Mm~xn describes Doy *2y1 so consumed by business that they skip Mmaxa n2an, rush
through davening without understanding the words, and avoid setting regular times for nn
learning. Their excuse? They believe any time spent on spiritual matters will cause financial
loss. But this thinking reveals fundamental mvw - forgetting that all our Nn212 comes from 'n.

The Mmxn concludes by questioning the reason we need to invest any physical effort in
working at all if everything comes from ‘n’s N212. In addition, the 2"w1 "1 points out
contradictory statements in 2“7n regarding how and when a person’s nbi1a is decided by 'n.

We will explore these questions over the next D nxXn, through N2 Mnkn.

?"7TN MINNNM DY?1Da

A 279 NAaX

N2V NQID NIXR?N AAY XY NIIR 221 11V NN2YN DRIV DYV YIX 1T DY NN Tin?n nae
1y i

NN study is beautiful together with worldly occupation, for the effort of both makes
one forget sin, and any nn study that is not accompanied by work will ultimately be nullified
and cause sin.

This niwn teaches the importance of combining NN learning with earning a Nnob1na. The Mxkn
references this here to establish that business activity itself is permitted and even necessary.
However, the MNn goes on to explain that the problem arises when people become so
absorbed in their business that it interferes with their spiritual obligations.

n@»1v 0MaT
NYYN AWK 222 72X ‘N 0N

And 'n your G-d will bless you in all that you do.
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On a vva level, this 210a promises M212 based on our efforts and work. It is brought here in
the 1NN to raise a fundamental question: if 'n’s N212 is what brings success, and our Nb1Na is
predetermined from Nniwin wX1, why do we need to work at all?

N:TV NIV VRN
"DMpP2?7 NTam” XY ,0i 222 11T DTX NIX DI 2.

Rabbi Yosei says: “A person is judged every day,” as it is stated: "And You visit him every
day.” (lyov 7:18)

This statement indicates that noina is decided more often than just once a year on niwn wxA.

2.2v 2 PPN Nt

M2 MIDT 22 2y qQNT .12 1N1VY i1im 2y n22x0D DT DI 222 2%2ann N0 X2p Xa» 2
NNI2X2 X271 2N M2 2RYT TY "2 1pNNR M0 K? N?22MN?

N2D X2 21 would daven every day before eating for his sustenance to be given to
him... for even though he had food to eat, he would not prepare it until he requested it
from the King through prayer.

This passage from the 17 describes the practice of a sage who, despite having food already
available, would still pray for his sustenance before each meal. It is brought here to illustrate
that noi11a is decide by 'n each and every day, not just on NIwn WXA.

Guiding Questions
1. According to the 1KnN, what specific mvw affects business people?
2. What is the response to this mvw?

3. The nkn presents an apparent contradiction between two statements from 2"1n. What are
these seemingly conflicting ideas about noia (livelihood)?

4. Which two questions does the "Mnxn leave off with at the end?
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n’’* INxXN

Summary

The 12"w1 "1 continues the discussion begun in the previous "Mxn about NP11a by addressing
a seeming contradiction about the nature of noia:

Are our needs for the entire year determined during the DX D1°, or do we need to request
them again each day?

In this IKN, he explains that during Mwn, "N sends new N1°’N to sustain all worlds for the
entire year. However, this Nn1’n has to go through a process before it can be properly received
by creations. This process starts on N1wn WX1, and culminates on NIXY "1"nv.

During n?'v1 of ma or, five mMaa are released. These forces divide and channel the flow of
N into measured portions for each creation. This process is also called a “Dmn” (“seal”),
because it both seals and protects the Nni’n, ensuring it only reaches the intended places.

Key Words and Ideas
ma?nn A - The Building of Malchus

m1ap are modes through which 'n relates to the world: nnan (wisdom), N1 (understanding),
7on (kindness), and so on. A single N1'ap on its own is incomplete. It needs to be part of a
q1X19, a complete, unified system capable of receiving, processing, and transmitting mn.

ma?nn M2 is the process through which the n1ap of ma2n is turned into a complete qix1a
that can channel n’s energy down to our world. This whole “building project” happens
primarily on niwn WX, but continues throughout the n21wn M n1wy, peaking on ma or.

R Pny/Aana

N2 is N's initial desire to create, prior to actual existence. It is the very first step in ‘N creating
something new or bringing new Ni’n into the world.

2D can be further subdivided into two levels; the higher level, which is referenced in our
kN, is called (M) 2 ny. The name ?’NY means “removed” or “separate,” highlighting how
this level is lofty and beyond the entire m?w2nwn 17To.
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?"7TN MINNM D?1Da
2: N7 NTIAY
012 °X"2 TV DAY 1PN 1712 D?1YD 22 NX N AV X0 N2 YiTpn neeoy

In the third [part of the day] the Holy One, Blessed be He, sits and sustains the entire
world, from the horns of re’emim to the eggs of lice.

This statement is brought to describe how 'n’s Nn1’N extends to every level of creation.

VR D?2NN
KIZX ‘N DY KWK NiyiY " Did
I will lift the cup of salvations, and call upon the name of 'n.

The 7M1 uses this 210a to teach that a Nn212 2w ©12 (a cup of wine used for a mxn such as
N'27aN Wi, or NTNN N211) must rest on five fingers. The five fingers correspond to the five
mM2y, also called myive. As the Inin explains, the mma are called mwiv» (salvations)
because they enable 'N’s ToN to be properly channeled and received by creations.

Guiding Questions
1. Which three statements from 2”10 about noi11a does this "XN reconcile?

2. What is the progression of the MX from its concealment on NIwWn WK to its various stages
of revelation during the D210 D' of MwN?

3. What are the three 0"?wn that the 1nxn uses to explain the mmax 'N?

4. What are the two functions of the “n2>va nnmn"?

© Batsheva Learning Center 86



T'D2
Kuntres Umaayon Study Guide

g’ INXN

Summary
This MKn begins to answer the question raised in the previous MKN.

The 70N allocated during the D' o descends to the world of m?2'xx - spiritual potential,
without physical expression. Daily judgment determines how this potential will manifest in our
physical world - whether as health, children, wealth, or some combination.

This is why we daven daily: we are asking that the general Ton allotted to us on niwn wX1 be
drawn down and revealed in the particular, tangible blessings that we need.

Key Words and Ideas
Napn (X7 PaiIN wr

121X 1 literally means “the small face” and refers to the six m1ap of Ton through mo».
X1j1 literally means “the feminine” and refers to ma7n.

In order for m22n to transmit N1°’N to the worlds, it must unite with and receive energy from
the six higher map. This process is called Xajn X7 TN

?"7TN MNXNM DY10Aa
T2:7T DMAT
NP 72X NIN N?IR WX PR2R ‘N
For 'n your God is a consuming fire, a jealous G—d.

On a vwa level, this 1Da warns 21w 12 that ‘N is a fire that consumes everything who
punishes when we don't serve Him as we should.

It is brought here to support the idea that m2°xX is like the element of fire. Just as fire doesn't
combine with other elements and always rises upward, m2°XX has no connection with the
lower worlds n"wy-n1X-NKMY; it is a reality where everything is totally 7va to 'n and feels no
sense of independence from m12x.
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X'»-L2I NINY

NN D0 NX PIXD DX DRYD DX ‘D DYY DR NYY 12 LLANIRYNA 22 WY TAyn DN NYY
VAV D2 NP1 DA WK 22

Six days you will work and do all your labor... For in six days ‘'n made the heavens and
the earth, the sea and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day.

On a vva level, this establishes the pattern of six days of work followed by nav, a day of rest.
It is brought here in the 1KnN to explain that each of the six weekdays corresponds to a
specific n1"ap and requires particular NMay.

TLV:L?P 2NN
DDA TN 121 11X DRI1IND’ D72 719D 21 PPy IR N2

Your eyes saw my unformed body, and in Your book they were all written - days were
formed, and for Him one among them.

On a vva level, this describes how 'n sees and records all our days before we are even born. It
is brought here in the Mmkn to explain that our Ndx2n (work) is to reveal the reality that 'n is
one within this physical world. The word TnKX is explained as an acronym:

N= NID N2 Q0 PN
‘N = seven heavens and earth

"T = four directions of the world

Guiding Questions
1. What the three statements from 2“7n about nPi11a does this "MXN reconcile?

2. What is the progression of the X from its concealment on N1wn WK to its various stages
of revelation during the D210 D of wN?

3. What are the three D*?wn that the "nXn uses to explain the mMmaa ‘n?

4. What are the two functions of the “n'>>va nbmn"?
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2 1NN
Summary

This MKn continues to explain how o1 "11's statement that people are judged daily does not
contradict the fact that niwn WK1 is the day of judgement.

On Miwn WK1 and Ma 01, the overall amount of 70N is allocated for each person and the
entire world at the level of m2°xX. However, this TON has no specific physical form yet - it's
pure spiritual energy without any description of how it will manifest in nTh D21y.

Daily judgment determines the practical question: how will this allocated Ton actually show
up in our lives? Will it come as health, children, or wealth? Will it manifest physically, or as
spiritual reward in Xan D21y? This is decided daily based on our actions and m2an.

?"7TN "MINNM D?1Da

n:Xa 0"?nn
ApY? 'P?XR? vavn Xan 2x1e? pn 2
For it is a statute for 72X, a judgment for the G-d of ajp7y..

This 104 refers to NIwWn WK1 as a special day of judgment for 2x1v. The AInkn brings this to
address a key question: if people are judged daily (01 '21) or every moment (N1 "27), what
makes NIWN WX unique?

2uX DMNAT
MY MMNDKX TV NIYD NYYRINA N2 PR2X NODY TNN ANDK YT P28 N YK VIR

A land that 'n your God seeks out constantly, the eyes of ‘n your God are upon it from the
beginning of the year until the end of the year.

On a vva level, this describes how 2w YN receives special attention from ‘N throughout
the year. This means 'n watches over 2X1v YAX particularly from “beginning of year” (WX1
NIWN) onward. It is brought here in the 1nkn to emphasize that N1wn WX initiates a year-long
process of supervision, supporting the idea that the year’s 7on is allocated on niwn wxA.
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Guiding Questions

1. What difficulty arises from the opinions of *bi» "21 and 111 21 about daily and hourly
judgment?

2. How does the 1kn answer the above questions?

3. What is the difference between the Ton established on n1wn WK versus the daily
judgments? Why can’t the Ton N1¥n WK directly determine what happens in our physical
world?
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XD 1NKN

Summary

This "Kn shifts to examine the opinion of the other b'nan, who disagree with *o1 "217’'s view
that man is judged daily, and instead say that a person is judged only on ni1wn wXA.

The InKXn questions this view. Based on what we explained, the Ton allocated on miwn WKk is
in the world of m?2°xx, and not in the particular physical form it takes once it comes into our
world.

The Mmnn explains that Ton of M?2°Xx does in fact contain the roots of the physical
manifestation of ToN in this world. Thus, it is possible to say that everything is decided on wxn
nIvn.

Key Words and Ideas
DIXNX

DIXNX is a foundational concept in N227 and MTDN that describes the process through which
‘N created the world. Before creation, m© "X X was all that existed, leaving no possibility for
any finite reality to exist. When 'n created the world, He first had to create a D1Xnx, concealing
this infinite light and leaving a “void” (M1a Dn/22n) where finite creations could exist.

This initial concealment, called nwxIN Dixnx mixnx (or “the first D1xNX” or “j12'0 1172 DIXNX"),
completely removed the revealed light in order to allow a new reality to exist. This wass"Dixnx
in a way of removal.’

After nwNRIN DIXNY, there are other stages of Dixnx that progressively conceal and channel
N’s light as it descends through the various spiritual worlds. One stage, which happens
primarily between the world of m?2°xx and the lower worlds of nx12 ,n™ X and Ny, is called
a XP1a (“curtain”). The 2wn of a window which is covered with a curtain that filters and
downgrades the quality of the sunlight illustrates this: the sun is the same, but the curtain
dims and alters the light. Similarly, the X©1a conceals the intensity and quality of the
revelation of ‘N, so that m»12x becomes less aparent.
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712y N2y mPwvnwn

This phrase literally means “a chain of cause and effect.” In our MmN, it describes the process
by which n1'n descends through the worlds of X' ,nN2 ,M2°xN, and N"wWy. Each new stage
of revelation within these worlds has a clear relationship and connection to the level above it.
The 712y (effect) reflects and contains aspects of its N2’y (cause). This differs from the Dixnx
NWKRIN which completely conceals the 1D )X X and allows for the creation of something
totally new, the world of m'2xx.

?"7TN MNNN D?1Da
N,V ,Nlvn VR

NTN? 20 .°KN 21 127,080 DA DNAN) DN?Y T AT ,NIYD WRIA DNiT) 220 XINT
NIXYA ,NNIANN 2V — NDAA 172 TNX TNX 22 DRN) DN?Y PTI03,NIWN WK 11T 220 ORiX
310 .0"NAa3N DA DN 1?2V PTITA,NIWN WRIA 1T DTN .DMN 2V 17017 202 ,)2°K0 Niva 2y —
NNV ,NYY 222 11T DTN NIX 1N 21 ."DNR27 N TRam” anXav 0 222 )i DX NIR DY
"13N2n D"

For it was taught: Everyone is judged on niwn wX", and their decree is sealed on o1
Mard. The above is the opinion of 1°xn 21.

NTIN’ 227 says: everyone is judged on Niwin WX), and the decree is sealed for each creation in
its time. Regarding grain — on NDA; regarding tree produce — on MmV1aV; regarding water — on
no.

D1’ 117 says: A person is judged every day, as it is stated: "And you visit him every morning.”
(N7 21K)

N1 21 says: A person is judged every hour, as it is stated: “You test him at every
moment.” (N7 21X)

The quote above seems to record a n?Nn about when man is judged. In previous D INKN,
we've discussed the views of *D1* 21 and N1 21, who say that man is judged every day or even
every moment. In our 1KnN, we will analyze the view of the other D nan, who say that man is
judged on Miwin w1 and man o,

» NYaa nan N'vk1a
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D2V NI A122 2YnN Nian 12 2T IR 12 N2RN NPyn?n 2m i? PRY nvn?n avy 3?7 ')

There is no blade of grass below that doesn’t have a 2tn from above that strikes it and
tells it “"Grow!” "And there is one higher than the high, and higher than them” (from nzp;?
).

This w1Tn teaches that every element of creation has its specific 2m above. It is brought here
in the MXnN to support the idea that the Ton allocated on N1wn WX contains the roots of all
vav given throughout the year.

Guiding Questions

1. Based on the end of the previous 1KnN, what is our question now about the view of the
D'non?

2. Which are more incomparable: m2°xx and 'n himself, or the world of m'2°xx and the world
of N wy?

3. What is the difference between the type of Dixnx that is necessary to create the world of
M?2'XN, as opposed to the DixnX that happens between m?2'xX and the lower worlds?

4. What is the 2wn for the type of Dixnx which occurs between the world of m2’xx and the
lower worlds? What does this ?2wn teach us?

5. Why does the 1nnrn use the ?wn of the sweetness of an apple?

6. According to the 1xn, how does it make sense for the Dman to say that everything that
will happen in the coming year is decided on n1wn WX and D'nadn Or?
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172 INXN

Summary

This "nKXn continues to explore the views of 01" 211 and the other b'nan regarding when man
is judged. The "MKn presents two different explanations of what they are disagreeing about,
and why.

The first explanation is that both *D1* 21 and the D'n2on agree that on N1wn wXO, the general
ToN descends to M?2°XXT M27n, and each day its specific form is determined. The only point
of disagreement is whether or not there is a full-fledged 17 each day which determines the
physical form of the ToN.

The second explanation is that *o1 '21 and the D'an are not disagreeing at all; they are just
talking about different aspects of the Ton. The n'non are talking about the spiritual Mx and
nrn of the 10N, which is all determined on NIwN WXA. In contrast, *O1 "1 is referring to the

tangible, physical form of the ToN, which is decided each and every day.

Key Words and Ideas
'Rn v’ N2
This phrase literally means “the creation of something from nothing.”

This refers to 'n's unique ability to bring into existence something that never existed before in
any form. This phrase is often contrasted with m?w?nwn, where one level emerges and
develops naturally from the level above it that already existed.

n
?2"TN MNRM D1Pa
2V Ny
NIMAIND AR P2 NN 2N DT DYIYY? 22700 A= Nnn Y

My strength and song is N-’, and He has become my salvation; this is my G-d and I will
glorify Him, the G-d of my father and | will exalt Him.
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an"“?p nav
NIXN2 M7 ARIND NN X DT RINT
It is taught: this is my G-d and | will glorify Him: Beautify Him through nixn.

This X supports the idea that abundant physical nn can be a positive thing which enables
us to perform more nuxn.

VN X-D27N

Y LIVYM T2V LaYN | NivY? N2:20 DR IPE2X N2 D27 N )97 NINNN WK NZR 2T
nia DT 2w

May these words of mine, with which | have made supplication before 'n, be close to 'n our
G-d day and night, to judge His servant and His people ?X1v>, as each day requires.

This 108 comes from 712nn Nn?v's dedication prayer when the wTpnin n"a was completed. It
ts brought here in our MKnN as an additional source which indicates that man is judged each
day.

L2 DNMaT
YINTNXI MANTNX 2IVD TR DPNNTNX DPD 87 NN AR
See, | have set before you today life and good, death and evil.

On a vwa level, nwn is presenting ?X1w* 112 with the fundamental choice: follow 'n's nin and
receive blessing and life, or abandon it and face consequences and death. This means that life
and goodness are inherently connected to spiritual reality and closeness to 'n, while death
and evil are linked with separation from one’s Source.

It is brought here in the 1kn to explain why n*wy-n1x-nXM1 are called “death” compared to
M2°XN - in these worlds, 'N’s light is so hidden that physical existence can feel separated from
its Source.
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1V:R? Y2wn
PNIYI? 7N ANNA? 7V 1M 02?2 Tiva Dpm

She rises while it is still night and gives food to her household and portions to her
maidservants.

On a vwa level, this 1Da describes the 2N NWX who wakes early to provide for her family’s
needs.

It is brought here to describe how M22n of m2°xN descends to bring n1’n to the lower worlds
of N"wy-n1X-nNMA.

Guiding Questions

1. According to the first explanation brought in the 1nxn (in X ?19), what is the nj2nn
between 02N and 'O 11 about?

2. Why does the 1nKn bring a second explanation of the opinions of D'nan and o1 "11?

3. What is the fundamental difference between m2v2nwn and »xn v nx12? What kinds of
things come into being through each?

4. According to the second explanation brought in the MmNn (in 2-2 D*?19), what is the
n12Nn between 1121 and 'O 111 about?
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A’"D INXN

Summary

This "nXn returns to address the question we posed at the end of  "xn: Why does the j1Da
say "NYYN TWK 221 7'P?X 'N 10121" - implying we need to do work to receive 'n's Nd1217?

The KN explains that while 'n is the source of all nyvawn, physical n212 must come
specifically through the m2m (natural forces). The m2m are like tools in a craftsman’s hand -
they have no independent power. 'n uses them as tools to conceal His infinite light, allowing
limited physical creations to exist and receive His n212.

?"TN MNNM D1va
T2 DMAT
DN Y1) TanM YNy NiNian 1anm

And from the delightful fruit of the crops of the sun and from the delightful fruits of
the crops of the months.

This 104 describes agricultural abundance flowing through the cycles of the sun and moon.
As the "MnKn explains, this is the reason people came to practice N7 nMay - by mistakenly
attributing independent power to the m?2m, which are in truth only 'n’s messengers in the
natural order.

W2 Ny
YV-K? NN D102 MMIN-NK LAY 9102 192N-2Y 1ivnn 27an-0X 12 aXNn 2y 1120 IxRan

Should the axe boast itself against the one who wields it, or should the saw magnify itself
against the one who holds it, as if a rod could wave those who lift it, or a staff could lift up the
one who is not wood.

The X1 uses this ?7wn to show the absurdity of non-Jewish kings like 2N1D claiming credit
for their success. The 1xn applies this imagery to the m?m - they're merely instruments in
'N’s hands and have no reason to be worshipped or credited with independent power.
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axTa o0'2nn
.DN2A 02707 ,21L-YIN? X7 ;M 1N, TIAD N :DR2X N 1M ,wny »

For D’?2X ‘N is the sun and the shield, 'n gives grace and glory, He does not withhold his
reward to those who walk with him without blame.

This 104 illustrates how the name D212X — which represents natural forces — functions like a
shield that covers and moderates the intense 22X X (represented by wnw), making it
possible for created beings to exist.

Guiding Questions

1. What is the main question raised by the 210a of "nwyn AWK 221 P28 "N 101"?
2. How does the "MXn explain the connection between the word 1X and N1 nmay?
3. What is the 2wn and ?wn of the axe and the woodchopper?

4. What are the two opinions regarding the nature of the Ton in the world of m22xx?
According to which opinion/s is it necessary for the Ton to be further concealed and
lowered through the worlds, and why?

5. Why is it necessary for the nyawn to be enclothed in the m2mn?
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T2 INXN

Summary

This "nXn continues exploring how N allocates our material needs for the year, and
specifically answers the question of why it comes through natural means.

How much and what sort of nyawn we receive throughout the year depends only on 'n. He
determines it based on how we kept mxm NN the previous year and the n21wn we do
during 712X and "wn.

The forces of nature, which conceal 'n's involvement, are not independent powers but rather a
veil. Their purpose is to protect us - so that the overwhelming light of 'n can be received in a
way that benefits us.

The danger lies in mistaking these natural forces of having their own power, instead of
recognizing that 'n is behind everything. This mistaken thinking is a form of N7 nMav.

Key Words and Ideas
o NN mMmn x

The thirteen m™n of N through which 'n channels compassion for 21w 112, These m™n
were used by nwn to ask for forgiveness after 2ayn Xvn. During 717X, these m shine and
help us spiritually, making it much easier for us to do n21wn and connect to 'n.

?"TN MNNM D1Pa
T2:Tp 2NN
A7 YIRD NIX?2N 'WY NN2NA 072 N Pynial an

How many are Your works, ‘n! You made them all with wisdom; the earth is full of Your
possessions.

On a vwa level, 12nn MT marvels at 'n's incredible creations throughout the world. It is
brought here in the 1Kn to explain that when we study nn, especially nnn nimag, we're
connecting to 'N's Nnan and understanding the incredible depth and greatness of His
creation, which leads to nxIm NanKX.
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1:2X D'2NN
PNIAYNN 7Ry TRA ‘N 'Wyn 12T nn
How great are Your works, ‘'n! Very deep are Your thoughts.

On a vwa level, this 1Da praises 'n for the greatness and profound depth of His creation and
plans. This means that 'n’'s “thoughts” - His divine wisdom and planning behind creation - are
incredibly deep and beyond our full understanding. It is brought here in the Inxn to
emphasize that learning about 72N mINNI TN MP?K, and the spiritual worlds helps us
appreciate the incredible depth of 'n’s nnon, which should be studied with our human 72v.

Guiding Questions
1. What ?2wn of the merchant does the "xn bring, and what is the 2wni?

2. Why does 'n choose to hide His X through the natural system of m2m instead of giving
nvawn openly and supernaturally?

3. What 2wn does the 1xn give to illustrate this idea?

4. Why must this light descend specifically into human beings in the physical world?
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i’’D INXN

Summary

This "nxn concludes our discussion about the mvw M1 which affects businessmen: the
mistaken belief that natural means of earning a living have independent power, and that
studying nn and keeping nnxn take away time from earning our no1A. In reality, our NN
and nxn are actually what draws down ‘n’s n212a! The physical work we do is only secondary;
we only need to do the minimum necessary to create natural channels for ‘n’s N212 to come
into our lives.

Understanding this idea allows us to access our inborn NNk that natural forces are not1"n
separate from N, and frees us to draw down 'n’s N211 into our lives through investing in NN
and mixn.

?"TN MNNM D1va
n""v DMaT

WYX 222 RPN N 727121 DY WY 7T2Y 1DV 10V NIYN 1D YN Yan ink qn?va 7'y Ny TK?
nwyn

It shall not be difficult in your eyes when you send [your servant] away free from you, for he
has worked for you six years for double the wage of a hired worker, and ‘N your Dp?2x will
bless you in all that you do.

The KN uses this 10a to explore why Nwy (active work) is necessary for receiving 'n’s N212.

1”V:N"Nn Inye
VVin 212 P2X ANNPN 2-X NNKX 12X
Indeed, You are a G-d who conceals Himself, G-d of Israel, Savior.

This 10a distinguishes between revealed and concealed m??X. The Mxn explains that 7-xX
annon refers to Mp?X clothed in natural garments, while revealed mp?x is visible even
without contemplation.
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12"V My
MDD YAV MYV 1N D22 N 12°N1 Y12 N1dM

Pharaoh'’s chariots and his army He cast into the sea, and his choice officers were sunk in the
Sea of Reeds.

The MmN uses the root word yav from 12w to explain the meaning of yav (nature). Just as
something sunk in the sea is covered and hidden by water, so too mp?X is concealed within
natural processes.

"N DMaT
NN 2’DDTNX Y2 WY T DXV N2 722172 1NN

And you will say in your heart: “My strength and the power of my hand made this wealth
for me”

This 10a describes the danger of yavin *w11? - they can cause a person to mistakenly think
their business success comes from their own efforts rather than from 'n’s n2>1a.

2N MYy
132NN X7 'Y YT X2 28107 12ya D1ax 1inm ainae v ym

An ox knows its owner and a donkey its master’s feeding trough, but Israel does not
know, My people do not contemplate.

This 2104 criticizes those who lack awareness of ‘N, descending lower than animals who
recognize where their sustenance comes from.
T"?2:n"2 M2
XN AWK PPY IXINN VAYR N
And you will be driven mad by what your eyes see.

This 104 is from the nN2IN in Xan 2 NvNa, which describes the terrible punishments which will
befall the Jewish people if they do not follow 'n’s will. As the Inkn explains, this 104 also
describes the N ™12 N punishment of someone who is swayed by the mvw of the yan x.
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Guiding Questions

1

What is the difference between how we receive our sustenance in M2, and how we will
receive it in the times of n'wn?

What are the two ways that m?x relates to creation? What is the 2wn that is brought to
illustrate the difference?

What is the progression of may that results from believing that more work equals more
noia?

Why is the belief that excessive business involvement increases nbina considered true
mow?

. What is the nTn ™12 N consequence for buying into this mvw?
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1”72 INXN

Summary

After having gone through the various DXmvw of the y1n X, this "MXn goes to the root of it
all, and explores what makes us susceptible to mvw M in the first place. After nyTn Yy xvn,
man lost his natural awareness of mj»12x and gained an awareness of physical pleasures,
leaving him vulnerable to the yan 1x''s mow.

This 1xn also introduces a holy type of mvy, called nwiTzT Mvw. This form of mvw causes
us to transcend all reasoning in service of 'n.

?"TN MNNM D1va
N, N1AND

SNTDM XY NZ2" NIRL,NZ2D 97 TR |, DT 2V 72 201 MY 'RY?2'K 12 DTN 20 2V 12V 1K
RWIT XKTNY 20X ,A'WAal N) " 1X2AD 12 9'DIN K7 (X720 MK .NZRAK TN 20X 1112 28y 10
INT 20 INK.RYITAMIN? X GRYTA TR IR RZX KNIT RTAY 'Dar K27 1R, RN2Y 2102 AT 2
N2D? MMMILY ... 2 NMINX..

They said about 'y2'x 12 NN’ "2 that he would take a myrtle branch and dance before the
n7), saying “beautiful and gracious n?2.”

j7NX* 12 7X1v 21 would dance with three [branches].
X717 '21 said: “The old man [j7nX* 12 ?X1NV 27] is embarrassing us.”

When [znx’ 12 ?X1nv 11] passed away, a pillar of fire separated between his [coffin] and
everyone else. And we have a tradition that a pillar of fire only separates for one or two [of the
greatest men] in a generation.

X1'711 said: The old man’s .. . . foolishness [benefitted him].

This story in the X1 is an example of Nw1TPT MLWY — behavior which goes beyond rational
bounds in the service of a mxn. In this case, a great XK danced in a way which did not
seem to befit his honor for the purpose of N2 \)nN nnnw. This behavior caused him to merit
the great honor of a pillar of fire appearing at his funeral.
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N2V 2 2N InY

X DRYT DRX DX MRD 2R DTN VAWNRANTRA V1T DIPWD 17 MK PITR "TIY728 KXY K
AW VKD

And X1 went out to greet the servants of his master. They said to him: “Is all well? Why did
this madman come to you?” And he replied: “You know this man and his ramblings.”

This 104 describes a X213, one of the students of Yw'2K, as a madman. The 1Kn uses this
104 as an example of NW1TPT MLVY; the D'X11 were called yawn — crazy — because NX11)
takes the X211 outside of the normal state of reality.

n:T 2NN

XX ‘N N2AN PYM D127 NN R aX 221270 1270 NIy DY DD 18R NinD D2 N
DWWV 2N) NX NpYM

And it will be on that day that the mountains will drop sweet wine, and the hills will flow with
milk, and all the brooks of nmin* will flow with waters; and a fountain will come forth from
the house of the ‘n and water the valley of D'v'w.

This 104 is the 22 nNnin M2'7 of the entire DLNR. On a Lwa level, the X121 is describing the
times of N'wn, when n’s n1’n will flow from the wTnn N2 to even the most distant places.
Over the course of this D1LNR, the "MKXN will use this 2104 as a springboard to explain how we
can transform even our 0w 2N1 — place of foolishness/irrationality— to nwrTp.

72 N'WYNI2
NN DN WY NIXD N2V 118N DN DAY 21V DNY Y NINpam

And the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and
they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves girdles.

This 10a describes the immediate aftermath of NyTn Yy XvN. The MNXnN contrasts this new
“NyT” with their previous state - they gained awareness of physical sensations (such as shame
of nakedness) but lost their previous knowledge and awareness of n.
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n"2:'a nwKr1a
WA X7 INYX DTRD DAY DY o
And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.

This 10a describes DTX and min before the XvN. The "NKkN emphasizes that their lack of
shame wasn't ignorance. Their consciousness was entirely focused on mj??x, making physical
sensations irrelevant to them.

A:NDO A PPN Mt
K?2W? PNpe PMYN 1T, 0TI NN K27 NNnL,RN?7Y 'RDT XYaaya DRV 'Y ninpam

And the eyes of both of them were opened to the cloudiness of this world, which had
not been before, for they had been looking and open to Above.

This "7 explains that the “opening of eyes” after the Xon was in fact a loss of spiritual vision.
Before the xvN, their perception was directed upward. After the xvn, they became focused on
the superficial, clouded aspects of this physical world.

T'2:0™ 'R 2NNV
N2'707221 \IND DIPDT22 DAY 2187 72Xy a7 XinTDa X271 1PTA2 NX XINTDa bwan

And he also stripped off his clothes and he also prophesied before 2xinv, and lay naked
all that day and all that night.

This 10a describes 218w when he received nX121. The 1K uses this to demonstrate that
D'X1) achieve a nullification of physical awareness - similar to nwX1N DTN before the xvN.
When receiving nN11), they lose awareness of physical needs like clothing, representing the
state of NWATPT MLW - which transcends normal reasoning.

1IN NPTY Navn

AX AWYN MIR DMV DT NYAIRD 20 ,XRY 17 1K .DM2T YR TYD 2X727010 12 KRy
,DiPNRN Ma? YY1 NDX NYY Nivy? k21,0 22 NLiY XI1pn? *2 2vin 10?2 K .27 TN
117270 NV 22w, 0MRIN P K2y
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7X?270n 12 X2y testified to four [Mm22n which the other b'non disagreed with. The other
DM2N] said to him: “X*2j2y, retract your opinion on those four things, and we will make you
the head of the T n*a.”

He replied to them: “I prefer to be called a fool my entire life rather than be wicked for
even one moment before ‘n; for | don’t want people to say that | retracted for the sake of
gaining leadership.”

?X2'2Nn 12 X2py chose to appear “foolish” rather than compromise on N22n. The MXnN cites
this as an example of nWITPT MLW.

72 N'wNX12
DN NNV 1Paxa Nan NRTXDTN 1aY DIXNTIX D212K N Axm

And 'n formed man from the dust of the earth and breathed into his nostrils the soul of life.

N:NXD MD1a ‘on
VY1 IX? TRND 21D X TNX KN PN VITRD X2 DNX Y 1T awa
With two yuds - two inclinations 'n created, one good inclination and one evil inclination.

This X explains that even before nyTn yv Xvn, nWwXIN DX had both 210 71X and yan .
However, the Mm~n explains, before the Xvn his awareness was focused on mpP?X and the 1x
VN had no influence over him. Only after the Xvn, when physical sensation became
dominant, did the yan 1x* gain power.

Guiding Questions
1. What is the difference between nyT before and after nyTn Yy Xvn?

2. How do n'~21 demonstrate nwhTpT mow? What connection does this have to nwxIn DTN
before the xLN?

3. What are the two types of mvbw mentioned in this 1nxn? How do they differ in their
relationship to ny71?
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7D INXN

Summary

In this 1NN, the 1"w1 "1 discusses the key to combating the mvw of the yn 1X: nwTRT NMvv.
This is the power, rooted in the essence of our Nnwjy, to serve N in a way that is beyond logic
and reason. This transformation process is hinted to in the 1Da which is 2>nnnn M7 of our
NKN: DLW 7N DR NPV N DN KX Pym”. The neaTpT mvv is the "pyn” ("wellspring)
which transforms the "D'v*w 2N1" (the "valley of foolishness", i.e. our vulnerability to the mvw
of the yan 1X?) into nunTp.

?"7TN MINNN DY71Da
L:IT? NNy

NNY? NNZD1 XN IV VYR DY *2 112722 *-1TX R17722 °-1TR V2 10 NIRXA R1TDX 0K
1N?7NN NNNRVNA

And he said, “If now | have found favor in Your sight, O 'n, let my 'n, | pray You, go among us;
for it is a stiff-necked people; and pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us for Your
inheritance.”

This 10a comes from nwn's n'2'an asking ‘N to forgive the Jewish people after the 2ayn xvN.
The 1Kn brings this as an example of how stubbornness and unreasonableness can be a
positive quality. The stubborn determination that made ?x1v 11 sin is the same force that,
when redirected, enables us to stand firm and resist the yan 1x».

n:L» Pyw»
van 2an 10 0NN 0MMInY
And the waters shall fail from the sea, and the river shall be wasted and dried up.

The 1NN uses this 104 to illustrate the difference between a 1n1 and a 'yn. While a 101 can
flow extensively but may eventually dry up, a 1"yn provides a constant, unending flow.
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VT 2wn
NYX? "2 DNV 12T7237 PR 'Na
The simple one believes every word, but the prudent man understands his going.

The 21 1WL?X quotes this 21Da in XN to explain the power of wai n1'on. The "Mkn connects
this to "holy foolishness” and the complete belief in 'n and His mxn, especially when facing
the y1n 1x*'s sophisticated arguments.

Guiding Questions
1. What specific advice does the 1nKXn give to someone who gets trapped by the yan 1x?
2. What is the advantage of stubbornness?

3. How does the Mnrn explain the 210a from our 2°NNnn M2 7 (of “N Nan kX pym'. . ")?
Explain what each of the key words in the 210a represents, as well as what idea the 1pa is
conveying, as a whole.
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n’’> 1nXn

Summary

This final "MxN summarizes the many types of mvw the y1n x> tries to entrap us with. For
someone who has been fooled by the y1n X', the antidote, as discussed previously, is to fight
back with nwrTT MW - drawing on the power implanted within each Jewish nnwi. The
ultimate goal is to subdue the yan 21X entirely and allow the nnwa’s light to shine, enabling us
to live with nw1TPT NYT: infusing NWh T into the ordinary patterns of everyday life.

Guiding Questions
1. What are the two main categories of mvw the yn X' tries to convince us with?
2. What type of person needs to act with nvrTpT mow?

3. What is the ultimate goal of 'n nMay'?
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Answer Key

X IKXN

1

The nKxn gives two definitions of D'wWw:

(@a)mvv (foolishness), based on the N2 w1n

(b) NvN (straying from the right path), based on 1ap
DWWV,

They're connected because when we act foolishly, we
automatically stray from what's right - and when we
stray from truth, it shows we're being foolish.

We get pulled toward physical pleasures because the
VN X tricks us by saying 11187 21w 12" (this is good
for you) and "D 1°y? Xin MmN 2" (it looks so
appealing). This is the same language the {104 uses
when describing the nyTn yv.

Four levels of pleasure:

(a) Dman/nmwia 01y YN - Physical pleasure.
These are tangible physical pleasures, like tasty food
(b) 2172 xyn — Pleasure from a voice. These are more
refined pleasures, like hearing a beautiful voice or
music.

() mT™n "17y2a Mvn — Emotional pleasure. This is an
even higher form of pleasure, which comes from
positive character traits, like doing Ton for someone
else.

(d) 2owaw xvn — Intellectual pleasure. This is the
highest form of pleasure, which comes from learning
and understanding ideas. Within this category,
learning NN is an even higher and purer form of
pleasure, and is the appropriate pursuit of a X, who
has a n"P?x waa.

DNN2aX didn't just do ToON instinctively, but
purposefully. His generosity in feeding his guests was
guided by his goal of teaching people about 'n. This
is demonstrated by the description in the waTn of
how, after they ate, he'd bring them to recognize 'n as
the true Provider.

72V needs to control all our mm. We use 72V to
know when and how to act, and to have the right
mm2 behind those actions. Without 22w guiding us,
we act like animals, driven only by instinct.
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Learning NN is the ultimate nyn because when we
learn NN, we become united with N's Nnan within it.
When we learn mTon, in particular, we are connecting
with an even deeper dimension of nnan — the mm=1a of
it. Also, learning m™onN — which is about spiritual ideas
— sensitizes a person to M 1NN, and leads to nanx and
DL

(a) We don't fulfill the purpose for which we were
created.

(b) We lower our nnwa to the level of the lowly things
we take pleasure in. And in a sense, we behave even
worse than animals: Animals don't know better, but we
have 22w and choose to ignore it.

We should ask ourselves: “Is this really what's good for
me, given who | am, and the holiness of my nnwi? Is

this why | was created?”

A NXN

1

The yan X uses a gradual approach described by 2"1n:
“Today it says do this, tomorrow do that, until finally it
tells you to worship idols." It starts with telling us to
overindulge in permitted things. This makes our waa
NnMnan become stronger, eventually leading us to do
greater m1y.

Our 228N wal becomes weaker while our Nn'nnan wai
gets stronger - KNNW1T RW2IN KA1 Rajn (when the
body gets stronger, the nnwi gets weaker).

We lose connection to nn and n? an. Even though we
still believe in 'n and know the NN is true, that
knowledge stops affecting us emotionally, and no
longer stops us from doing M ay.

Jewish souls cannot be separated from 'n. Even Jews
who sin will give up their lives for own v rather
than worship idols. The yn X tricks us into
undermining our connection to 'n by saying that even if
we do an N1y, we're still connected to MpP2?X in the
same way as any other Jew.

nunTR draws its life force from 2yn nxan nimna
- due to 0s deep, inherent desire. The XANKX X1LD
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draws its life force from 2yn X717 D™ NINN - the
“back” of 'n's will. 'n gives NN to Na2 unwillingly,
and only as a means to an end, like someone
throwing something to his enemy over his shoulder,
because he has to.

Something that is NN never ceases or stops existing.
The nxn gives the example of 1arann mna (lying
rivers) - they're called 112 (false) because they
sometimes stop flowing. Only something that never
ceases is called nnx.

nnK and DN are the same concept - something is
"alive” because it does not cease to exist.The ?10a
says DN 022X XIN NNR 022X ‘N - because N is NN
(never ceases), therefore He is DN. Anything
connected to mp?x is also alive, like "N and 12

r2 e\

A NKRN

1

The father teaching his son illustrates the concept of
mna mwa?nn (internal investment). The father
conveys the idea with love and a desire for his son to
understand what he is sharing. Similarly, 'n gives n1'n
to NWrTP with a deep connection and desire to sustain
it. With na"?jp, by contrast, the mn remains distant
and separate, providing only superficial n1'n that does
not create a connection with the source.

In 2 KN, the explanation is focused on the source of
their NN - NANKX XLD (s called DNX DP?X because
it derives its life force "D NX N1Na- in a backhanded
manner”. In this 1Kn, the explanation focuses on
their very nature - they're called D" nX 02X because
they consider themselves to be independent gods,
separate from 'n.

Just as a human body tied up in a sack cannot express
itself through the sack, so too, when the n1aw gives
mn to na2p, the n1avw is concealed and not
expressed (i.e., in a state of m2)). Therefore, the na*?p
is not impacted, and does not become 22 to the
nIov.

The human body reveals the nnwi, and carries out the
nnvwi's desires. In contrast, if a human soul were
placed in an animal body (which isn't designed for it),
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5.

6.

TD2

the soul couldn't reveal itself there. It would be like
being tied up in prison; the animal body wouldn't be a
vehicle of expression for it.The nnwi in a human body
is a 2wn for how NYATPT RILD receives N's M N. The
nnwi in an animal body is a ?wn for how na*?j receives
n's nn.

The XN in 2:n NLID equates arrogance to N7 NMAY
because both involve considering oneself as an
independent existence, separate from 'n’s holiness.
N7 NMAY isn't necessarily complete denial of '0; rather
it can even be the belief that something else can exist
alongside Him as an independent force.

The XANX KLY, despite being called DINK DK, still
recognizes N as the source of its existence (N2 1Np
N'P?RT RpP?X - they call him the G-d of the gods) and
never actually transgresses His will. However, a person
who sins is actively choosing to transgress 'n's will,
despite having the capacity to choose otherwise. This
demonstrates a complete denial of n's existence and
authority.

TINXKN

1

The nvIL woman thinks that by committing the Ny
of adultery, she won't become separated from ‘n.
Similarly, the yan 1x* convinces us that we can sin
without being separated from ‘n - that somehow we'll
still maintain our connection to Him even while
transgressing His will. This thinking is completely
wrong; even a minor N"y is going against 'n's will,
which creates separation from Him even more than the
NINKX XKW itself. The difference we imagine between
“smaller” and “bigger” mnay is just a feature of the M
nmov.

The namon NanX that exists naturally in every Jewish
nnva. This hidden love makes it impossible for us to
separate from 'n. If we would be conscious of this love
and be aware of how every N1y separates us from 'n,
we would be repulsed by the thought of an nav.

Even a gnat, which represents the lowest level of na*?p,
is on a higher level than a person who does an n1"ay.
This is because these creatures still fulfill the purpose
they were given by n".

2



Kuntres Umaayon Study Guide

4. The cord connecting the nnwi to 'N is woven from
613 strands, corresponding to the mxn 1n. When
we transgress one Nixn, the corresponding strand
breaks, weakening the entire cord. For sins that carry
N1, the entire cord is completely severed and the
nnwi is1"n disconnected from its source.

n 1IKXN

1. " translates mav as 2N - joining things together,
as quoted in the ?10a of “Mw 2y N1w1av” (add year
to year).

The "1 translates it to means navin - adding more,
as in the o’pa of "My Mav?” (to add more) and
“D2°NA7 2V 180 DM2W” (add your m2wy to your
D'NAT).

The 104 is talking about how the mn (those who are
spiritually satisfied) will join with or be added to the
NXNX (those who thirst). The mN are the idol
worshippers who feel spiritually full and don't have a
yearning for 'n. The NXNX is 2Xw* ND12 who come
from m22nn N1av and are always thirsting and
longing to connect to 'n.

2. A) The i10a makes it sound like because the person is
doing whatever they want, even min»ay, things will be
good (m1?v) for them. How can someone think this?
B) What is the meaning of the cryptic phrase “map
NNNXN DX MN"?

3. The word "nnN1” hints to the letters from n-x,
through which n»n flows in order to sustain creation.
ma?n is called a bW (name) because it's only an
external expression (N1XN) of 'N’'s essence, just like a
person’s name refers to them but isn't their actual
being.

4. 1m2%n has a constant desire (X1X1) to return to and be
included in its source - MD 'K MX. The INKN
compares this to fire, which naturally wants to rise
upward to its elemental source, and needs oil and a
wick to be held down - similarly, ma2n naturally
wants to ascend back to its origin rather than remain
below to give life to the worlds.

5. Human speech uses letters that are lifeless vessels

TD2

(0'nmT) without will or wisdom on their own. They're
just tools (072) for expressing thoughts. 'N’s speech,
however, has nPmiX that possess 1x1 (will) and nnan
(wisdom). These letters themselves wanted to come
before 'n to create the world, and they have their own
intelligence which is why they're called D"2"awn
(intelligent ones).

The “n" — which represents m2?2n — wants to become a
1", because the 11 represents a return to the singular
point of unity with 'n. The transformation represents
mo?n’s desire to escape its mission and return to
oneness with 'N.

The n12v is the “n” when it descends and clothes itself
in the worlds of n"wy-n1'X-nkM21 to give them life. It's
compared to the heart because just as the soul's main
presence is in the heart and from there spreads life to
all body parts, the D'wTpn w2 was the heart of the
world where the N1JW's main revelation was. From
there, her light spreads out to enliven the entire world.

m2?7n was reluctant to diminish herself and descend to
give NN to the lower worlds of N"wy-n1'x-nx2a which
contain a mixture of good and evil. This is especially
true in N"Wy: people have free choice and might choose
evil, potentially causing m22n to have to give n1°n to
nap.

1 IMKRN

1.
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The descent is worthwhile because through facing the
physical body’s lowliness and the world’s concealment
of 'n, the Nnwa achieves great personal elevation and
creates great x1ynN above. This is hinted to in the 1Da
of (N2 N'WK1]) "D2X 2 Nwy INX.” It is the "D12N",
the concealment of ' in this world, which gives ‘N
great joy (i1NX).

Just as the nnw1’'s descent into a body enables it to
accomplish 21021 ny1dn through NnMay, so too when
ma?7nin N1'av descends to N'WY-N1X-NIRMY, it
accomplishes D112 (refinements) of those worlds.

When mia?2n completes all the o173, it will become
higher than all of the other mn*ap, and give them
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energy rather than the other way around.

4. The nm wants to fill his physical desires and has no
X1 for mp?X; he is called “nn” — “satisfied”, because
he is easily satisfied, as physical pleasures are readily
available to him. The nxnx thirsts for mp2x but
cannot satisfy this thirst because mp?x is not fully
revealed in this world.

5. The sinner thinks he can have a good life even while
following his desires and doing M1 ay. He thinks this
will be accomplished by drawing mi’n from the thirsty
one (the n1av of m22n which descends to give m'n
to this world) to the satisfied one (the ma'?p). This is
possible because m2?7n descends to give Ni’n to this
physical world, where even ma 7y exist. It can even
give N1'N to Na2p, in a D™ MNKX N1'N2 (a backhanded,
reluctant, and unrevealed) way.

6. Only non-Jews are designed to receive m’n from ‘N in
an indirect, D»NX N1'N2 way. A TR is not able to
receive NN like that longterm; any N1’N he gets in
such a way will only be temporary. Eventually, the m»n
will not flow anymore, a natural punishment and
consequence for his sinful behavior.

7T INXN

1. There are two ways ni*n flows: (a) n'nx1ann - from the
inner dimension of 'N's 11X, which comes with His
true desire and love, and (b) D™ NNN - from the
"back” dimension, which flows without His real desire,
like something thrown over the shoulder. 728w 112
receive yaw from 1X10 N4, through their
observance of mxm nn, while ma*2j always receive
from D NN,

2. The king prepares a grand feast for his important
ministers and servants (7?1 "12), while the lowly
servants and dogs only eat the scraps (the ma'2p).
This shows that the ma?j7 only receive the leftover
n1n secondarily, after nurTp.

3. The main purpose of nuxn is to draw down the
revelation of 'n into the world. The nwy mxn N"n1 are
different channels which each draw down specific
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revelations of ‘N, while the nwyn X2 mxn N"pw remove
the obstacles and ma 2 that might block this light
from being revealed, and ensure that it is not revealed
in the wrong places.

When a TN sins, he redirects some of the *p?X X that
was meant for nw1Tp toward the XANX X1LVD instead.
This is because he has a nnwi, which is connected to
nuaTp, while also doing an N2y, which connects him
to na'?p. Since he was the one who channeled this
extra light to the ma2p, he initially gets rewarded by
receiving even more m’n than before. But this is only
temporary - eventually this flow gets cut off, since a
TK's natural place is to receive from nx1n n'nm4, not
from D Nx NN,

The "1nkn quotes the 210a of "N 1ap? 12 Nn” - “What
right do you have to speak My laws [when you hate
discipline and throw My words behind you]?” The
nnan N'wr) explains that someone who has done
mnay, and has not yet done n21wn cannot channel
nW1TpR, as there's no proper place for the nwiTp to rest.

N ANKXN

1
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(@) From the nrnx'n of ma?n. This is a limited,
contracted form of n1’n that is given in a backhanded,
after-the-fact way, as a byproduct of the ni°’n given to
N1 (also called D»mnx N1N2).

(b) From 12yn qnn. This is an abundant, unlimited
form of mn which comes from beyond m?wv2nwn 11o,
where our actions do not have an impact, and thus
even undeserving creations can receive nyawn.

The twenty-six generations survived through D'ax 7Ix
- 'N's patience and forbearance. This patience was
possible due to M ’X X that's above m?2w2nwn,
where our actions don't make an impact. This level
gives nyavwn freely, not based on whether we deserve
it, which is why they could receive sustenance despite
being Dwvw.

a. MY 'R MR being "above m?w?nwin” means it's
completely beyond the normal order of worlds and
doesn't “take up space” - meaning it's unaffected by
anything that happens below. As the 2104 says “'n "IX
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MMV K?” - N doesn’t change before or after creation.
b. Our actions simply don't reach or affect this infinite
level because it exists completely beyond the realm
where our deeds have any impact or relevance.

4. nyawn "according to NN" comes through the
normal system of m?w2nwn, where there are precise
calculations - if you do good, you receive good. If you
sin, you are punished. nyawn from 'n's Ton comes
from above this system, flowing freely without any
calculation of whether we deserve it or not.

5. The amr describes a potter’s wheel which turns to the
right when people do good, and to the left when
people do bad. The 1rn explains that the wheel is
the n1ap of Mma?n, and the force that turns the wheel
is the N1*ap of Nnan. “Right” represents the Ton side
of the map, which channel reward and n211 into the
world. “Left” represents the N2 side of the map,
which channel judgement and punishment. The n1ap
of Nnan determines which kind of nyawn - good or
bad - should be channeled into our world based on
our actions.

Y IKXN

1. px1is an 9n X - it's not embedded and integrated
into any one specific limb of the body. Therefore, n1x1
works instantly throughout the entire body — as soon
as you want to move your toe, it moves, immediately.
In contrast, 20w is an M a MK, which is embedded
and integrated into the brain, the one specific organ
of the body which is fitting to receive it. Therefore,
applying 22V to limbs other than the brain (e.g. our
hands or feet, when learning a dance or a piece of
music) requires time and practice.

2. The X within m?v2nwin 110 is like 72w - it is an X
nna which is embedded and integrated into 0*22.
Because of this, whatever receives this 1x must be
fitting to receive it — meaning it must be ?v1 to 'n.
The qmD 'R MR which is beyond m?v?nwin 1o is like
XN it is an 9'n X which does not need any specific
channel in order to express itself. Therefore, it does
not require that whatever receives from it is fitting
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and ?vato ‘.

(X) The X within M?W2nwn 17D is an "n4a MK, which
requires being embedded and integrated into a specific
72 that is fitting to it.

() The nature of the X within M?w2nwn 17D is to be
1Mon - organized, measured and calculated.

(1) The Mx within m?v2nwin 17D is channeled through
specific 0*22. When X is channeled through a 72, the
MR must be tailored so that it is does not damage the
22, (For example, if emotions are 1N too intense, it can
overwhelm the heart.)

(T) The X within m?v2nwin 1TV is being channeled to
lower worlds. When WX is being transmitted to
something below it, it must be precisely calibrated in
accordance with the lower level's ability to receive. (For
example, when a teacher conveys an idea to a student,
the teacher must limit the amount and kind of
information they share so as not to overwhelm the
student.)

ma?jz access yav from qpn X, which doesn’t require
proper 0?2 to receive it. Like an eagle that soars
beyond normal heights, they “raise themselves” to the
level of 12y 9*Pn, where ni’n flows without measure or
calculation, even to those who completely oppose 'n's
will.

Idol worshippers receive material abundance from
above m?v2nwin 1D, where yaw flows without
measure or calculation. A T'X receives nyawn from
within m?w?nwn 170, which involves precise calibration
and being worthy to receive the nyawn.

Y ANKRN

1.
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"1 explains that map means 12 (abundance/
multiplication). A sinner might think he can receive
abundant nyawn from the level of q*n, which operates
beyond the normal limitations that come through 110
m2vonwn.

N2 and N7 NMAY TV can receive from "2y qpn
because they're connected to ninx'n; they have no real
relationship with ‘n. But ?Xw» "12 have a nina
connection with 'n. 'N and ?Xw* 111 choose one

s
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another and have a deep, mutual relationship. special connection and get their n1'n the “easy way”
Therefore, the actions of 2x1w 112 matter to 0, and they will be forced to return to 'n. The relationship

they must receive n1’n in a way that is tailored to their between 'n and the Jewish people can never be broken;
actions. it is essential to who they are.

3. The wan of a king who entered a city with his 5. This thinking is wrong because the TN assumes they
ministers, governors, and commanders. Each person can get the unlimited nvawn from qpn, like the ma2p
chose to align with different officials, but one wise do. But since 1 X have a mna relationship with 0,
person said, “I'll take the king himself, because all the their actions matter to Him and have consequences.
others change but the king doesn’t change.” Similarly, Therefore, if a "X does My any nyavn they get will
D1 worship different powers - sun, moon, wood and only be temporary.

stone. Therefore, they can receive n1'n in a N1PnxN,
which is unrelated to what they do. But ?xv choose
to have a direct, nmnna relationship with 'n, where
their actions have direct consequences.

6. Suffering comes because 'n loves the Jewish people too
much to let them stay disconnected from Him. It's like a
wake-up call to make them realize they need to return
to the proper path. The positive outcome is that it leads

4. A) Their m»n comes specifically through nmin and to N21wn and eventually n'2xa.
nxn, and are punished when they do mv. "
B) When 2xv cry out during their distress, they 1 NKN
awaken 'n's 0’211 DN, 1. The yan ¥ convinces people that “no one will see
e them” when they do may. This connects to 12 11m 120
R INKRN WIT's teaching that people should have onmw nx1
1. The problem: 2"7n say raising your voice in N2°an equal their fear of people knowing their sins- he
shows weak faith, but we do daven loudly on wx2 pointed out that when someone sins they hope no one
niwn and Mad on. sees him, showing he fears people more than he fears
The solution: Sometimes you need a loud voice to M.
convey deep emotion and break through to higher 2. People reveal their inner state in two main ways:

levels. Loud davening is appropriate when it comes
from deep emotion and genuine need (like times of
trouble or niwn WX and Ma or) - not from thinking
N can't hear you.

(a) Through their speech - even when telling seemingly
innocent stories or casual conversation, they reveal
what's going on inside.
(b) Through where they look - by looking at
2. Letters are how ideas become revealed - like when inappropriate places, they show the full depth of the v
darkness turns to light at dawn. Before it was hidden, within them.
now it's visible. A loud voice in n?2°an shows that deep 3

While someone’s m1"ay might be hidden from people,
feelings from inside your heart are being revealed.

everything is revealed and known to 'n, as the 10a

3. Temporary success of D'yw1: (a) They're using up says "1ININ N7 "IN DMINDNA WK IND* DX
rewards from some good thing they did. (b) They are ‘N responds by making their mn"ay public. Our b'ndn
getting temporarily rewarded by na"2jp for channeling teach "2x2111n via1 oa v DY ?2nnn 723" -
extra MmN to them. whoever sins in private gets punished publicly, so

4. This 1pa means ‘N will never let 1T'X receive MmN people will know they are D°ww1 and '0's name won't
from qpn, like ma 22 and the non-Jewish nations do. be damaged.
Even if Jews think that they want to abandon their 4. People with refined temperaments and good 22w are
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less likely to fall for these foolish ideas. But people
with coarse temperaments and strong emotions get
carried away more easily, accepting foolish ideas and
deceiving themselves in order to justify following
their desires.

A" NN

1. Because of nxy Nank (self-love), when anything good

happens, we naturally credit ourselves, and when
anything bad happens, we blame others or external
circumstances.

2. (a) Blaming their natural temperament: “I couldn’t
control myself
(b) Blaming others: “Someone else influenced me; |
wouldn't have done this on my own.”

3. The person chose bad friends and environments, and

more importantly, 'n gave us the N"pP?xn wal
specifically to overpower the n"yavn waa. This was
the purpose for which we were created!
D'JX7n already serve 'n with perfect nx1m nanx and
are always 210"2. But they have no Van Xy, so there’s
no WiTn in their nay. We were created specifically
with both yan 1x* and 21w 1X° so that the 21V X' can
overpower the yan x».

4. The n'nnan waa starts influencing us from birth. The
n??xN wai only begins to actively work when we
become mxn Na/72. This means the n!nan wai gets
a "headstart” and becomes well-established through
childhood habits and physical desires.

This is reflected in their source of 1min and N n: The
nMnan val comes from imnn 021y and the wai
n22xn from niz’nin 02w. Although the world of 1imin
was created first, in its root source N1j’n is actually
higher than ymn. This is why the n"p2xn way, despite
coming later, has the power to overcome the wai
NnMNIN - because its root is ultimately higher.

5. The Kn explains that 2y and 1wy represent NN
and 1N respectively. Wy was born first (like 1nin
appearing first in creation), but 2jy* was really “the
firstborn” in root. *"w1 gives the example of a nMaaw
(tube) - what goes in first comes out last. 2y was

TD2

conceived from the first drop, meaning that in their
true source, Ni’N (APV?) comes before ymn (wy). This
shows us that what appears first is not necessarily
primary.

T InNN

1. Two mwal with very different sources.
nMnan valx: Comes from the side of NANX XL NA*?p.
It gives life to the body through the blood and
produces bad mn from the four elements: anger and
pride (fire), desires for pleasure (water), frivolity and
empty pursuits (air), and laziness and sadness (earth).
For 2xw mnva, this wal comes from nx1 Na2p, so it
also produces natural good mn like compassion and
kindness.
nP'2Rn walx: Comes from 'n directly - “2ynn np?x 22N
wnn.” This is compared to breath, where a person
breathes out from their inner essence. Similarly, Jewish
mnwi come from 'N's “inner wisdom” because we are
called "7xawr D2 M1

2. The word nwav is connected to yawv (satisfaction/
fullness). This ny1aw gives the nj17x wal the fullness
and strength to overcome the n'nnan wa.

3. Someone might claim their yan X is unusually strong
and therefore they can't control themselves. The "1nkn
responds that if someone has particularly strong
negative traits, that means their n"p2xn wai is even
stronger. The N"??Xn wAa1 has its source much higher
than 1nn (which is where the n'nnan wai gets its
strength), so it always has greater potential power.

4. We are meant to distance ourselves from Dwwn to
begin with. The n1"ay began when we chose to
associate with the wrong people - that is our choice
and our responsibility. When we blame others for our
mistakes, we're trying to excuse something we are
responsible for.

5. Two problems with making excuses:
1. Excuses reduce our sense of responsibility, weakening
the motivation to correct the wrong in proportion to
the pleasure we gained from the sin. We think “I wasn't
that guilty, so | don't need to work that hard to fix it

© Batsheva Learning Center
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2. True NN requires real wai mn. When we make
excuses for our actions, we don't feel genuinely bitter
about what we did. Without real pain and regret, our
NWN isn't authentic.

This prevents us from achieving the level where “2y2a
nawn stand higher than D mx 07X - we lose out
on tremendous spiritual growth.

1"'V INNN

1. All other living beings were created with their body
and nnwi together at the same time, but 'n first
created DTX's body as a lifeless form from earth, and
only afterward breathed the 0»n nnwa into him. This
is because we have a nnwi which is loftier than all
other creations, as well as a physical body and natural
character traits which are coarse. These two things are
connected: our lofty nnwi has the unique capacity to
elevate even the coarsest material of the physical
world.

2. The inverse relationship is that the higher the nnwj,
the coarser and more difficult body it receives. The
?2wn of the wall teaches us that stones from the top of
a wall fall farther away when they drop, while stones
from the bottom fall close to the wall. Similarly, the
highest minwa are given the most challenging physical
circumstances because they have the power to elevate
even the coarsest material - that's precisely why
they're sent down.

3. The two extremes are:
(1) We have the potential to fall lower than animals
- because animals don't have nyT but we do, so when
we act badly we are worse than animals who don't
know better.
(2) We can rise higher than nawin "ax?n - because
angels live in a spiritual world without challenge, but
we can achieve MmpaT while living in and elevating this
physical world. The reason for these extremes is our
unique position as the “middle creation” with both
spiritual and physical aspects.

4. The purpose of all the worlds is to create this physical
world where 'n can have “a dwelling place in the
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lower worlds.” All the spiritual worlds exist to eventually
enable this lowest world where 'n's presence can be
revealed through our nMay of transforming darkness
into light and elevating the physical to spiritual.

The weapons of the yan 1x* are nuxn and M. The
strategies of the y1n X are the justifications and
rationalizations that make people think they're doing
the right thing when they're actually serving their own
ego. These clever strategies can trap even those who
would never fall for direct temptations.

The yan X traps a "X through subtle justifications
and getting him to take credit for his accomplishments,
even if that line of thought doesn’t lead to actual
may. These subtle flaws cause great damage even if
they do not actually cause him to do an nmv.

The merit of the simple person’s Ny is that it's purely
21y N?71p - accepting 'N’s will without any personal
enjoyment or ego. They daven and say D2’nn even
though they don't understand, purely because 'N wants
them to. This is better than a bon Tn2n’s nay
because the learned person might be doing it partly for
intellectual pleasure and recognition, which makes their
NNy less pure. DMV M27n 21y N7 is the foundation
of all nay.

The trap of mixa is that it makes someone serve
themselves instead of serving 'n. When someone takes
credit for their spiritual accomplishments, they turn
their entire N2y into a form of self-serving pleasure,
just like eating or sleeping for personal enjoyment. mxa
also damages the first two letters of 'n's name (n™),
breaking the channel through which all true spiritual
service flows and making their entire N2y
disconnected from its Source.

7'V 1NN

1
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MmxXa- when someone becomes proud or thinks well of
themselves because of their learning or nmay. This
pride is called mvw because everything we have - our
understanding, our abilities, our spiritual
accomplishments - comes from 'n, not from ourselves.

n8
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2. The four levels are:
NaY MV - The person knows they did wrong and
feels bad about it.
MpPTYXNN MY - The person knows the action

needs fixing but thinks, “It's not my fault - it's because
of my environment/others who influenced me.” This is

even worse than the previous mvv, because it
prevents full nawn.

MMXY? N2V NPTNN - The person thinks, “I'm good in
all my ways and don't need any fixing.” This is even
worse than the previous DMV, because it prevents
someone from seeing their flaws and fixing them at
all.

mXNa - The person thinks, “I'm great because of my
NN learning and NMay.” This is the worst mvw,
because it damaged one’s connection with 0 nw
and prevents a person from utilizing their abilities.

3. The mvw NN gives two main types of false excuses:
(a) Intellectual excuses - “Since I'm gifted, | don't
need to work so hard.” This line of thought makes
them think they can achieve quickly what others
achieve through much effort. This is mvw, because
even if it is true, they could accomplish even more if
they put in more time and effort! The truth is that
even smart people require effort to see results.

(b) Health excuses - “Intensive learning harms my
health: it's too hard on my brain, hurts my eyes, or
damages my physical health.” This is a mvw because
NN study actually heals: “...nN2 210V 1IWK12 WN
Xan nwa 722"

7' NN

1. Excessive worrying and anxiety about business day
and night, which prevents them from learning nin

and davening with a minyan. They imagine that if they
take time for n2an or to learn NN, they'll lose out on

business opportunities.

2. The true source of wealth is 'n n212: The Mxn
teaches that 'n gives us strength to succeed, and
specifically 'n’s blessing makes one wealthy. Business
activity is only one way of making a vessel for 'n’s
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blessing to rest upon, but the main thing is 'n’'s
blessing. Therefore, one needs to be devoted to 'n and
realize that even minimal business activity is sufficient.

The apparent contradiction is between two statements:
D900 D1 TY NIV WRIN 12 D2IXpR DTN 2V Pminm
(X.TV N*X1) - A person'’s livelthood is predetermined
from Rosh Hashanah to Yom Kippur.

D1’ 2722 N DX (R.TL MWD WK) - A person is judged
every day.

In addition, we daven every day for nb14q, and the 1m1
tells us about a sage named X2 21 who would ask 'n
for his meals before he ate each day.

A) if our nD1Na s already set at the beginning of the
year, why do we need to work at all?
B) Why the need for daily judgement, if everything is
decided on n1wn WK1 and MmaD or?

n'» NN

1.
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(@) DI TV NIWN WURIN 17 D21XP DX 2V PNiNim 22
D180 - a persons Nb1Aa is decided between wxn
Mwn and Man 0.

(b) Oi* 222 1i™) DX - Man is judged every single day.
(c) 1 xam 21 i 12 )neY Di 222 22ann N - Xa™ 0
would daven every single day for his meal.

New n’n emerges in a concentrated and concealed
way on NIwin WX — It is revealed above on ma» or —
It comes down into the worlds, but is still transcendent
(9*n) and not consciously felt on mMD — It is
integrated fully into the worlds (mm141) on "1 nw
NIXV.

1. Rain - even though rain is 70N, it needs to be divided
into raindrops so it can be absorbed.

2. Just as a hand needs five separate fingers to perform
actions, the mmax 'n divide the general ToN into usable
parts that can actually reach the recipients.

3. When a person speaks, there is the initial sound that

comes from breath, but needs to be constricted by the

throat and mouth to form specific sounds.

A) It ensures m’n is channeled into manageable
amounts that don't overwhelm individual creations.

ne
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B) It ensures n1’n doesn't flow to unworthy places.

L' NN

1.

The n2°v17 DN has two functions:

(a) Distribution - ensuring that the general yaw
reaches the right place and each person individually.
(b) Protection - preventing the ma'2jz from drawing
sustenance from the Ton. Just as a physical seal
prevents strangers from reading a letter, the spiritual
seal prevents unworthy forces from accessing the
vav.

M2XK is like fire because fire doesn't combine with
other elements and always rises upward. Similarly,
M?2XX has no connection with N"WY-NRTX-NKM2
since M?°XX is pure Mp?X with no aspect of v, while
from NXM2 onwards there is the reality of v The Ton
of m?2XX has no specific physical form, and must be
channeled through the lower worlds to become
physical.

The three categories are D12 (children), o»n (health/
life), and mnmn (sustenance/wealth).

Depending on the amount of Ton allocated and the
person's worthiness, they might receive all three
abundantly, only two of them, or just one. This is
illustrated by the story where a wealthy childless
couple approached the 210 DV 2y2 desperately
wanting children. He told them that if they had
children, they would lose their wealth and become
poor. They chose children and indeed became poor.
This shows that a TX's prayer can redirect how
predetermined Ton manifests - changing the
allocated 10N from one expression to another, but not
the amount.

Although the Ton was determined on niwin WX and
Mad 0, it exists only as spiritual ToN without any
physical characteristics. Our daily m2an request that
this allocated spiritual Ton should clothe itself in
specific physical matters like health and sustenance.
We are asking for the Ton that was already allocated
to us to be manifest as the specific physical things
that we need.

TD2

2 MIKRN

1

The problem is that if people are judged every day,
then N1wn WX wouldn't be special at all. But we know
MWN WK is called 170 01, so it must have unique
significance.

Everyone agrees that niwn wx1 and ma» o1 are when
the measure of 0N is established for each person and
the entire world. This is when m22n receives the
general amount of n1’n that sustains all worlds for the
whole year - like setting the "annual budget" of o2
and ToN.

The TON from NMIWN WK1 exists at the level of ma?2n
M'2°XNT, as pure spiritual energy, without specific form
or application to this world yet. Because m?2°XX and
nwy are completely different levels, this Ton needs to
be "translated" into physical form. The daily judgments
determine exactly how this general Ton will manifest -
whether in children, health, livelihood, or other
channels.

X''2 InNn

1.
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The question is: how can the DN say that everything
is decided on niwn wX1? If the mi’n on N1wn Wk
remains in M?°XXT M27n, how can it contain any
likeness or relationship to the physical reality in this
world?

The gap between m2°Xx and qD 'K X is absolute,
because in 9D 'K IX we are comparing 'N's essence to
a G-dly world (which is ?v1 to ', but is not 'n Himself).
In contrast, m2’XX and N"wy have some relationship
with each other even if the gap between them is vast.

The two methods are:

(a) DIXNX - where 'N completely removes the original
light and creates something totally new (like from mx
9D ’N to M?XN).

(b) X4 - where the original light gets clothed and
concealed but remains the same essential light in a
different form (like from m2°xxX to n"wy-n1X-NKM2).
The difference matters because Dixnx creates complete
separation, while Xb1a maintains connection even
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while creating concealment. level to another. This is how spiritual beings like mnwa
are created; they can naturally and organically emerge
from the loftier spiritual levels above them. w» nx1a
1’Kn means creating something entirely new that didn't
exist before. Physical and material things come into
being this way; there is no way that they can naturally
evolve and emerge from a spiritual source.

4. When a teacher wraps a difficult concept in a simple
story, the story completely hides the original idea -
some students might not even realize there's a deeper
concept inside. But when the concept is revealed from
the story, it's the same idea but in a different form
than before it was "clothed.” This is exactly how xp1a

works: M?2XXT nnan gets clothed in the xo13a, 4. The nman and o1 11 aren't actually disagreeing; they
creating NXM2T NNIN - it's the same essential Nnan are simply talking about different aspects of the Ton.
but manifested in a completely different way. The spiritual life-force (like the "nnwa" of the Ton) flows

down naturally from niwin wix1. But the physical "qu"
that allow this Ton to be expressed in tangible form
must be newly created each day through 'xn v nx2.

5. The physical sweetness derives from a spiritual form
of sweetness in its 2 above. Just as “sweetness” can
describe a physical taste as well as more spiritual
things like a sweet melody or idea, the Ton of m?2xx 2’3 INNN

is the ultimate root of the sweetness of an apple.
1. If'nis the source of all 213, why does the 1pa specify

"NWYN TWK 721" - suggesting we need to work to receive
blessings? This seems to contradict the idea that all
nvawn comes directly from 'n. Additionally, if our m?m
are already allocated from niwn WX, why do we need to
engage in work or business at all?

6. It makes sense because the spiritual 7Ton allocated to
us on NIWN WX already contains the roots of
everything that will develop from it. Since n"wyT17TON
(which creates all physical realities) is rooted in ToN
M2XNT, it is possible the higher level already includes
everything that will "branch out" from it during the

year. 2. The word X numerically equals "1-Tx 7-X, the names of
‘N which describe how N runs natural forces within this
2''2 NN world, like the m'2m. People mistakenly worship the

m2m 01010 because they see that food comes through

1. Both)121 and o1 21 agree there is daily evaluation to
them - crops grow from the sun, cycles are affected by

determine the physical form that the Ton allotted on

mwin Wk will take, but they disagree about its nature. the moon.

1127 say it's nTjPa (inspection/review) and a more 3. Just as an axe cannot build anything by itself but

casual examination, while *o1* "1 says it's a1 requires a craftsman to wield it, so too all the m2m are
(full-fledged judgment). merely like tools through which 'n directs his nvawn. The

m2m and forces of nature have no independent power
to help or harm, and therefore shouldn't be considered
at all - just as no one would praise an axe for building a
magnificent structure.

2. The first explanation only works according to the view
that the physical form of the n1°’n is not at all rooted
in M2?7n of M2 xX. But there is another view, which
says that the roots of how the Ton will be manifest is

present in M2°XX. Therefore, according to that view, 4. The two opinions from 0N Yy Ma apply as follows:

the form that the Ton is supposed to take is also According to the first opinion, the Ton allocated in m2a7n
decided on n1wn WK, even if it isn't actually manifest M?2°XXT during NIWn WX and D Mad 0 is still viva

yet. So how can there be a judgment that takes place (simple/pure), and doesn't yet have any physical form or
every day? characteristics of material myawn.

According to the second opinion, the Ton of M?2°xXx does

3. m2v2nwn indicates a natural progression from one . St -
include within it the spiritual aspect of n*wy's Ton and all
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related dimensions, but this is still only the spiritual Mx young son - the father has to bxnx himself to play with
nrny, not the actual physical matter itself. nuts and shells because the child can't appreciate the
According to both opinions, the Ton needs to be real fruit inside. Similarly, 'n's Ton gets Dxnx through
further concealed because in order for specific physical m2m so we can receive nyawn according to our level.
things to exist, 'n's light must be concealed. 4. 9xw Mnwa use their material vav to refine the world

5. In order for physical things to exist, ‘n's light must be which returns the sparks back to their Source. That's why
concealed. If 'n were to be fully revealed, it would be most mxm NN are invested and enclothed in mMmwi-
impossible for any creation to exist and feel they need to be done in this world.
independent from ‘n. '
This is also a matter of degree: the more concealment N2 7IMKN
of 'n there is, the more specific, defined, and tangible 1. In 23, we receive sustenance through our actions -
creations can be. In order to create concrete physical "NWYN WK 221 R?K "N 121201." This world requires
items, the MmN must be enclothed in the m'zm, which action to create a 22 for NDINA. 'N's N212 needs to come
are D'W11? that completely conceal and hide 'n. Only through natural means of us going to work and earning
through this maximum concealment can concrete a living. In nwnn mn® however, yaw will flow directly
physical things come into being. from 'n without any need for our involvement or

. creating a *22.

T 2 XN

1. The?wnis:
At the end of a business season, the merchant reminds
his customers to pay up their debts, giving them three
weeks to do so. The merchant is in a good mood
because of the completion of a successful season; this
encourages and motivates the customers to pay their
debts. At the end of the three week period, when the
merchant sees that the customers have tried their best,
he generously grants an extension to those who still
need more time.
The ?wna is:
During the month of 717X, we are reminded by n to
take stock of what we've done over the past year and
ensure our ‘N NMAY' is in order. During this time, the 2™
oMmNn M shine, which makes it easier for us to
reconnect to 'N. At the end of the month of 217x, we
are generously forgiven by ‘n and given a bit more
time to do n2wn before the new year — that is the time
of mn'7v.

2. The two levels are yava mp?x and yavn n2yn? Mp2x.
yavn n2yn? is the level of mp2x which is clearly 0,
which is evident without contemplation.

Va1 M7 can only be experienced through minann.
At first glance, the forces of nature seem independent; it
takes thought and contemplation to realize that things
which are natural are actually due to 'n's power.

The 2wn used is that of something that has sunk in the
sea. When an object is covered by water, the water
conceals it so you can't see there's anything there
besides the water. But the covering doesn't change the
object's existence - it's still entirely there, just hidden
from observers. Similarly, yavn *wv11? cover the mp2x
but don't change its essence.

3. Rushing maxa n?an and skipping set times of learning
because their minds are occupied with business. Treating
nav as a time of mere physical rest instead of a time of
connection with 'n and NN and n?"an.

This becomes like N17 NMAY - treating business as the
main point of life instead of recognizing 'n as our true

2. 'n hides His X through nature for our benefit. If mp2x Provider

shone openly, the nyawn would be too intense, and

created beings wouldn't be able to handle it. 4. If additional work doesn’t bring more yaw from above,

excessive effort is pointless. If there is already yaw

3. The InNn gives a 2wn of a father playing with his designated, whatever work you do will suffice since it's
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just the *22. Like a fool acts irrationally, someone
consumed by "more work = more nb1a" becomes a
nLIY who loses sight that ‘0 is the ultimate Provider.

The person will be shown clearly how natural means of
work are useless, and no matter how much work they
do, it won't be successful.

1"'2 NN

1.

Before the xvn: DTX had Mm22winn Ny which is
objective, G-dly, intellectual knowledge.

After the Xvn: He lost this nyT and gained Ny
mnoann - which is subjective, based on what feels
attractive or good.

DX reach a state of “insanity” where they no longer
experience reality through their physical senses. This
recreates the level of nwxn 0TX before the XvN, when
he had no sense of self-consciousness, and didn't feel
shame about being naked. This is a state nw1TPT MoV
- acting in a way which contradicts reasonable, normal
behavior in service of .

(@) NTNMY?T MLV (iImpure MLVY): Acting below
reason, being misled by the yan X to believe
falsehood due to strong physical temptations that
cloud awareness of ‘0.

(b) nunTzT MLW: Acting above reason and calculation,
not following conventional wisdom or reason, but
acting in line with what our nnwa essentially wants.

72 NN

1.

Don't get caught up in the Vi 1X*'s arguments. Fight
the yan 2x*'s foolishness with a craziness of nurTp.
When the yin 71X says yes we say no and when it says
no we say yes, without any justifications or
negotiations.

The min explains that stubbornness is tremendously
powerful. While 22w weakens 111 by limiting it, nx0
that operates without 22w is unlimited and much
stronger. When directed to a positive purpose,
therefore, stubbornness is an asset.

The 1'yn represents the N1"ab of Nnaon. The na

TD2

represents the N1"av of 1N2. The D'V*W 7N1 represents
our vulnerability to the mvw of the yan X,

Together, this i1Da is telling us that if we tap into nnan
as it is connected to 1N2 — meaning, the part which is
beyond reason — we can transform our tendency for
NQ2pPT MLV into NWITRPT MLV,

Nn''2 MNXN

1
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(a) Convincing us that indulging in physical pleasure is
desirable, and that sinning will not separate us from "n.
(b) Drawing us into business dealings with so many
distractions and complications that we have no time for
NN or n2an.

Someone who has fallen prey to the tricks of the yan 1x
and needs to fight back in kind.

To subdue the yain 71X’ entirely, and allow the light of the
nnwa to shine. This allows us to live a life of nWITPT NVT.
Rather than stubbornly fighting against the pressures of
the world around us, we can reveal 'n within our
everyday lives.
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